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The Lutheran Church of the Holy Spirit

Emmaus, PA

Special Congregational Meeting
There will be a Special Congregational Meeting on November 12
to determine if a call will be issued to Spencer Steele as Associate

Pastor of The Lutheran Church of the Holy Spirit. Spencer has been
interviewed and unanimously recommended to the congregation for
consideration by the Call Committee and the Congregation Council.
Spencer currently lives in Capistrano Beach, California. He is a
graduate of California Lutheran University and also Pacific Lutheran
Theological Seminary. He also has experience working with children
and youth at Lutheran Retreats, Camps and Conferences (LRCC) in
California. He is married to Amanda, an interior designer.
On Saturday, November 11 from 4:00 to 6:00 pm, there will be a
“Meet and Greet” at Holy Spirit in the Fellowship Center where you

can informally meet Spencer and Amanda. Then on Sunday November 12, Spencer will serve as the
preacher for all three Sunday Services. A representative from the Northeastern Pennsylvania Synod
will be present to conduct a congregational meeting and vote that morning. The meeting will be
convened following the 7:30 am service and then recessed. It will be reconvened following the 8:45
am service and again recessed to be reconvened at the conclusion of the 10:45 am service. The
meeting will be adjourned with the completion of business following the third service and all votes
will be tallied at that point.
During the congregational meeting, members of Holy Spirit will be asked to vote on two motions
and to reply in the affirmative or negative (Yes or No) to each. Please be aware that both motions
are unanimously recommended by the Call Committee and Congregation Council. The salary and
benefit package has been approved by the Bishop of our synod.
We hope you will make every effort to attend these important events and join us as together we
move forward in ministry in Jesus’ name.
In Christ,

Lorie Stout Sherman

Pastor Ric Elliott

Council President

Senior Pastor
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November Worship Schedule
7:30 am- Traditional Liturgy with Holy Communion
8:45 am- Spirit Alive! Worship with Holy Communion
(Child Care and Word for God’s Children)

9:45 am- Faith Formation- Sunday School, Catechism, and
Center for Faith and Life
- Fellowship- Coffee Community in Room 117/119 or Speary Café
(Child Care Available)

10:45 am- Traditional/Blended Liturgy with Holy Communion
(Child Care Available)

Nov. 5 - All Saints’ Sunday
7:30 am- Traditional Music
8:45 am- Praise Band/Soloist
10:45 am- Adult Choir

Nov. 19 - Vocation Sunday
7:30 am- Traditional Music
8:45 am- Praise Band/Soloist
Music Circle
10:45 am- Adult Choir
Nov. 26 - Christ the King
Thanksgiving Sunday
7:30 am- Traditional Music
8:45 am- Praise Band/Soloist
10:45 am- Adult Choir

Nov. 12 - Special Congregation Meeting
7:30 am- Traditional Music
8:45 am- Blue Grass Ensemble
10:45 am- Adult Choir
2:30 pm- Rejoicing Spirits

Music Circle Rehearsals

Be Inspired by Advent

9:45-9:50 am– In November, our PreK and
Kindergarten classes will join Sharon MacCabe in
the Music Room. Music Circle will continue each
Sunday as they prepare to share their song during
worship on Nov. 19th.

Advent Devotionals published
by ELCA World Hunger will be
available beginning November
26 in the church lobbies and
on the church’s website.

Children can be dropped off and
picked up at their Sunday School
classroom.

The devotionals are offered by
Faith Formation for Adults and
Stewardship Mission Teams.

Thanksgiving Eve Worship
Wed. Nov. 22nd at Noon

Our next Rejoicing Spirits Worship is
Sunday, Nov. 12th at 2:30 pm in the Worship
Center followed by Fellowship.
Join us as we Give Thanks for our Caregivers.

Join us as we worship and give
thanks to God for all we have been
given.
Give thanks with Thanksgiving
readings and songs with light
refreshments following the service.
The Lord has done great things for us, and we
rejoiced. ~Psalms 126:3
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Coffee Community @ 9:45 am

FLY to ABE

Take time to relax and
connect with your church family.

FLY to ABE will not meeting in
November or December.

You are invited to Fellowship
every Sunday in Room 117/119
upstairs or the Speary Café
downstairs for coffee, tea, juice, and snacks.

We will meet on Monday, January
22nd at 10 am to discuss Between
the World and Me by Ta-Nehisi Coates

2018 Estimates of Giving
Members are reminded to
complete their 2018 Estimates
of Giving and return them to
the church. Completed forms
may be placed in the offering
plates during worship, in the
box on the Welcome Desk, or
returned to the church office.
Forms may also be
completed online by going to lchsemmaus.org,
clicking on Stewardship and following the
prompts. Online Form Link. Please submit a
completed Estimate of Giving by Sunday,
December 3rd. Thank you for your generosity
and faith-filled commitment!

Save the Date
Sunday, Dec 17th @ 4pm
Christmas Concert- Bach’s Magnificat

M&M’s Too
M&M's, Too will meet on
Wednesday, Nov. 15 at 9:30 am in
the Speary Café downstairs.
Please park and enter using the
downstairs door.

Don’t Forget to Fall Back
Reminder: Daylight Saving
Time Ends on Sunday, Nov. 5th.
Please remember to turn
your clocks back on Saturday
night, Nov. 4th.
Enjoy the extra hour of sleep!

Flower Cans
The Alter Guild is now well stocked with flower
cans. Thank you for your donations, they will let
us know when they are needed.

Volunteers for Weekend Snow Shoveling
Every year, we use volunteers to cover shoveling on Saturday and Sunday mornings
helping assure a clear path, as well as, saving costs to pay an outside firm. Parking
areas are cleared professionally, but the doorways and sidewalks (shoveling and
salting) are our responsibility. Please let us know if you are available to help, we will
take the volunteers and assign a schedule/roster for shoveling.
Please contact either Cliff Schoemaker (610-965-6333 schoeypsu@live.com) or
Chris Carter (610-392-4965 carter@holyspirit-emmaus.org). Thank you!

Great News from Bear Creek Camp
We are pleased to share that our summer camp attendance continues to rise. For the first time in
over 20 years, we have seen camper attendance increase five years in a row.




1,093 campers attended in 2017, a 14% increase over 2016 and a 73% increase since 2012
13 Day Camps- counselor teams visited congregations in PA synods
160 kids from the local Wilkes-Barre community attended the Nature Day Camp program.

Our summer theme, “Restored”, shared with our campers the countless ways God is
restoring each of us, every single day. Thank you for supporting Bear Creek Camp!
~Dan Scharnhorst, BCC Director
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September 2017 Financial Results and Discussion
Operating Performance: September, as anticipated, was not a strong month on
the revenue side. Revenues totaled $52,972 while expenses were $56,289, giving
us a deficit of $3,317. We had budgeted a deficit of $6,529.
We ran a deficit mainly because revenues were $3,224 less than plan. Pledged
revenue was $3,911 under budget. Unpledged revenue was $358 over budget.
Overall expenses were under budget by $6,436. Approximately $4,000 were savings from the
Director of Youth salary and benefits. Most mission areas were close or slightly under budget with the
exception of Staff Relations. Staff Relations was $1,136 over budget due mainly to expenses
stemming from the search for a new Associate Pastor. Resources for Ministry came in $1,342 under
budget due to savings in service contracts, service agreements and the electricity bill.
Year-to-date, we have a surplus of $39,727 vs. a budgeted surplus of $3,522. The strong revenue in
the previous months have helped to keep us ahead of budget year-to-date. Some of the surplus is
due to timing from pledges that have been paid in advance.
Available Operating Cash: We ended the month with an available cash balance for operations of
$107,765, down $3,274 from August.
Building Fund: The balance in the fund increased slightly during the month to $12,130.
Available Capital Campaign Cash: Our available cash balance in the Capital Campaign Fund
increased slightly to $52,981. The balance in this fund increased by $1,708 from donations. There
were no expenditures this month.

Grief Support Group
Grief demands the support and compassion of fellow human beings, and grief
support groups provide an opportunity for this kind of help. Having a support group for
grieving individuals is also an extension of Christ’s ministry and a fulfillment of His
promise, “Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.”
A Bereavement Support Group, for those who have lost a loved one, will begin here at Holy
Spirit on January 18th. Our group will meet for ten weeks from 4:00 pm until 5:30 pm. The group will
be limited in number and registration is necessary. For information, please call Sue Block at 610-9672648 or Pastor Jim at 610-967-2220 ext. 112. Registration forms can be found on the Information Desk
in the Fellowship Center or in the main office during weekdays.

Looking Ahead – Facility Concerns
In recent weeks the Council and particularly the Property and Finance Teams have been
discussing and looking toward the future needs of our church facilities. The Property team has been
developing a five year maintenance and enhancement plan and Finance has undertaken
investigating how to finance the projects. There have been significant concerns about the
sanctuary HVAC system and breakdowns, air quality and cost of repairs.
To that end, the Council along with the Property and Finance Teams have engaged Kirby Smith
Associates to help us assess how best to financially address the various needs we see in the
future. Members of our congregation are being surveyed to help us see the future needs more
clearly. A detailed plan will be shared at the Annual Meeting.
~Pr. Ric
Bob and I would like to express our sincere thanks to our Holy Spirit family for all of
the cards that we received. While in Minnesota, I was so grateful for your texts and
prayers. I felt your support during my dad's short illness and his passing. Your support
meant a great deal to us and our family.
~Bob and Deb Stevens
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All Saints’ Sunday
Sunday, Nov. 5th
In the morning, Holy Spirit Church will be remembering those from our Church family who have
died since last year’s All Saints’ Sunday. During all three worship services on November 5th, we will
be honoring and celebrating the lives of our “saints”- those loved ones who shared life and faith
with us and now worship with God in the Church triumphant.
In the afternoon, all are invited to the All Saints’ Sunday Memorial Concert at 4 pm.
The Soli and Festival Choirs, Spirit Ringers, and Orchestra will honor our saints with:
Solemn Requiem in C minor by Johann Michael Haydn
A Mighty Fortress is Our God setting by Dan Forrest
Awakening by Karen Buckwalter
The Lord Bless You and Keep You by John Rutter
Don’t miss out on this special day of remembrance.

News from the Church Nursery
Nursery care is provided on Sunday mornings during the 8:45 am and 10:45 am services and
during Faith Formation time. Parents are welcome to stay with their children in the
nursery. Children may come to the nursery after the worship service has begun. A child,
who is staying in the nursery without a parent, must be signed in and out of the nursery.
Our nursery is staffed by two professional caregivers each week. An adult or youth
volunteer assist our paid caregivers. The caregivers in the nursery have completed a
background screening process and have all the necessary clearances required when
working with children.
We recently welcomed Amy Pirrotta and Joanne Volkert to our nursery staff. They
replace Melenie Zsigovits. We gratefully thank Melenie for her service. Our other
professional nursery caregivers are Kelly Volkert and Chris Eck. If you are interested in
joining our nursery staff as a paid substitute, volunteer caregiver, or coordinator of our
volunteer caregivers, please see Karin Kahler or Kahler@holyspirit-emmaus.org.

Give a Gift this Christmas
Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above ~James 1:17
One way to show our thanks for all the gifts God has given us is to reach out and share with
others. Over the past 20 years, the Lutheran Church of the Holy Spirit has participated in the Annual
Christmas Ingathering organized by the Lehigh Mission District Lutheran Churches. We will continue
that tradition this year by collecting a variety of personal care and household items along with 60
assigned gifts for children at the Topton Home.
A poster will be hanging in the Narthex with the names and ages of children with gift suggestions.
Choose a name, purchase the gift, wrap it, attach the label and return it to the church no later than
Sunday, November 19th. A flyer will also be distributed with a suggestion list for unwrapped
donations that will be given to clients of local agencies such as the Sixth Street Shelter, Daybreak,
Turning Point, CareNet Pregnancy Center, Topton Home, Allentown Rescue Mission, Crossroads Day
Shelter, and the Refugee Resettlement program through Lutheran Congregational Services.
Monetary donations are always welcome.
Help is also needed to sort and pack the donations in the morning at St. John’s
Lutheran Church on Wed, Dec. 6th from 10:30 am until 12:30 pm. Volunteers can call
Diane McMenamin at 610-776-1416 or sign-up on the poster in the Lobby.
Please share your blessings during this Christmas Season by giving generously.
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Sunday School Christmas Program
Sunday, Dec. 10th
It’s that time of year again! Preparations have begun for the annual Sunday
School Christmas program. The program, A Martin Luther Christmas will be
presented on Sunday, December 10th at 9:50 am in the Worship Center.


Program: Each class (age three – fifth grade) has a part in the program.
The children are busy preparing for their part in the program. Each class will
be singing a song in the program. Our 4th and 5th grade students will be
filling the acting and speaking roles in the cast.

This Christmas Pageant takes a look at the life of Martin Luther and concludes with the telling of
the Christmas story.


Rehearsals: Since we do not require Saturday or evening rehearsals, we ask parents and
grandparents to help encourage good Sunday School attendance so everyone is prepared.
Dress rehearsal is scheduled for Sunday, December 3rd at 9:45 am.

We look forward to sharing A Martin Luther Christmas with everyone on Sunday, December 10th.
Snow date is Sunday, December 17th.

Family Labyrinth Experience
Adults, youth, and children are invited to walk a Labyrinth! The Labyrinth is an active way of
praying. A Labyrinth is not a maze. It has only one path into the center and then back out again.
The path is in full view, which allows the person to be quiet and focused.
Sun. Nov. 5
9:45 am-10:10 am in Speary Café for Children and Youth Families

1:30pm-3:30 pm in Fellowship Center
5:30 pm-7:00 pm in All Saints’ Room

Advent Family Event: Hope, Peace, Joy and Love
Sunday, Dec. 3rd
The Advent season is quickly approaching. Advent begins on Sunday, December 3rd. A familyfriendly Advent Workshop is planned for Sunday, December 3rd to mark this special time.





The afternoon will begin with lunch being served in the Fellowship Center at
12:15 pm.
Donations of desserts and beverages would be greatly appreciated.
From 1:00 – 2:30 pm, we will be making ornaments, cards for shut-ins, and
an Advent chain.

The afternoon is designed to be a family-friendly event that celebrates the
season of Advent. Come and enjoy a time of fellowship as we prepare for Jesus’
birth. The crafts made on this day can be shared with someone as an expression of
God’s love. Please sign-up in the Lobby at the Event Center so that we can plan for food and
supplies. ALL are welcome!

Sunday School Schedule:
November during Sunday School
Sunday, Dec. 3rd at 12:00 pm
Sunday, Dec. 10th at 9:45 am
Sunday, Dec. 17th at 9:45 am
Sunday, Dec. 24th, Dec. 31st

Christmas Pageant Rehearsals
Advent Luncheon/Craft Workshop
Sunday School Christmas Pageant
Pageant Snow date or Winter Rotation
No Sunday School
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National Youth Gathering in Houston, TX
June 27th-July 1st








Preparations for the ELCA National Youth Gathering are underway.
Youth grades 8-12th should register before the discount ends in November.
Please finalize your plans for Summer 2018 and confirm your interest.
Youth Gathering 2018 Website: https://www.elca.org/YouthGathering
Promo Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CMR2w8d5OlQ
Please sign up to attend informational meeting on Oct. 29th.

Sign-Up

November Sr. and Jr. High Youth Events
Sat, Nov. 18th: Rejoicing Spirits Pizza and BINGO Event @1-3 pm *Service Hours*
Please contact Alice Mudge if you are able to help.
Sun, Nov. 19th: Possible trip to Vista farm in Orefield with bonfire

Trunk-or-Treat Fall Fest Thanks You!
On behalf of the Church Growth Team, we want to thank all the wonderfully dedicated adults,
youth and children of Holy Spirit, our Nursery School and community member who contributed to
the successful Fall Event and Trunk-or-Treat! The planning subcommittee, led by Mel Wiltrout, began
organizing the Fall Event last December as a first-time intergenerational outreach opportunity. We
had a beautiful, warm and sunny day with 244 attendees + 85 volunteers + 17 Trunks Decorated!!!
We sincerely thank all those who assisted in the planning: the publicity, the
signage, the delivery of door hangers to our neighbors, volunteered to creatively
decorate their trunks, donated fall decorations, treats, and supplies, designed and
decorated our lower parking lot and hosted our guests with food, activities and
autumn warmth. We thank our pastors, staff and Congregation Council who
encouraged, guided and participated in the event.
We are blessed; so we can be a blessing to others. We continue to reach out to our neighbors
and community in a warm, caring and welcoming manner knowing that “All are Welcome, but
some need to be invited!”
~Rob Smith, Church Growth Team

EHS Angel Network
For the holidays of Thanksgiving and Christmas, we invite you to support the Emmaus High School
Angel Network by bringing in items for students and their families who are in need. The Angel
Network’s goal is to help students focus on learning through providing basic assistance to students in
need, and show we care through anonymous giving in the true spirit of community. The Angel
Network expects to help 150 families this fall/winter. All we have is given to us by God for the sake of
the whole community. Let’s give generously to those in need.
We invite you to give:

Cans of corn

Cans of peas

Cans of green beans

Liquid concentrated laundry detergent
Please bring the items to the Fellowship Center Lobby by Sunday, Nov. 12th. Thank you!
Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you
something to drink?
~Matthew 25:37

Page 8

November 2017

Planning Christmas Worship?

Coming in Lent 2018

By Heart: Conversations with Luther's Small Catechism
By Heart is a richly illustrated, in-depth exploration of the
Small Catechism. It will generate
meaningful conversations about
the biblical and historical context
of the Small Catechism, its link to
the church’s faith, and its
connection to Luther’s life and our
life today.
The course is for longtime Lutherans
and those new to the faith, as well.

Sunday, Dec. 24th
Advent 4/Christmas
10 am - Blended Worship
Christmas Eve. Worship
3 pm - Traditional
5 pm - Family
8 pm - Spirit Alive
10 pm - Traditional Festival
Sunday, Jan 1st
New Year’s Eve Worship
7:30 am
8:45 am
10:15 am

Table Talk
Table Talk meets on Wednesday, November 8 at 6:30 pm downstairs in the Speary
Café to discuss the Lutheran perspective on the next Sunday’s Bible readings, led by Pr.
Ric: Amos 5:18-24, Psalm 70, 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18, Matthew 25:1-13.
GIVE THANKS by bringing laundry detergent, peas, corn, or green beans for Angel
Network. Please enter using the downstairs door.

Prepare Room in Your Heart for the Birth of Jesus
“…And Mary gave birth to her son and wrapped him in bands of cloth and laid him in a manger,
because there was no place for them in the inn.” (Luke 2:7)
As we prepare for Christmas, we may want to think more deeply about creating a room for the
greatest gift of Christmas to be delivered. We need to be sure we don’t say, “Jesus, I don’t have
room for you.” Because if we fill our mind, our actions, and our hearts with other things, we will have
a big sign on our hearts that lights, “no vacancy.” We have to slow down and clear out some of the
clutter and busyness of our holiday preparations to make room for Jesus; open the doors of our soul
and say, “Yes, Lord, we have room”; and look him in the eyes and say, “You are the preferred guest
in my heart.”
Making room for Jesus means we:
Pray and ask Jesus to make himself present in our hearts.
Acknowledge to God that we tend to stray.
Keep our eyes focused on the word of the Lord.
Meditate on the story of Christmas and the gift called Jesus
Repent of any idols we are putting before the Lord.
Let go of worries, anxieties and busyness to find Christ.
Find joy in the grace and glory that Christ brings.
This may be a great time for you and/or your family to put aside a special time to:
Walk the Chartres Labyrinth at Wesley United Methodist church on Saturday November 18 between
1:30 pm and 4 pm. (Details in the Narthex). This Labyrinth Experience can help you to clear your
mind for Christmas, so that your heart has a place for Jesus, the greatest gift ever given!
(Excerpts from Purposefulfaith blog, Dec. 2014)

If you missed Rick Steve’s Luther & the Reformation movie at church,
here is the link to watch it at home:
https://www.ricksteves.com/watch-read-listen/video/tv-show/tv-specials/luther
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Center for Faith and Life
Center for Faith and Life provides Holy Spirit’s Adult Sunday School programs with a mission
to deepen our faith. Sessions are held Sunday mornings at 9:50 am in the Fellowship Center
(unless otherwise noted) and can be freely attended by simply showing up.
No pre-notification or registration is required. All are Welcome!
Nov. 5th- Praying Through Difficult Times….Where there is Help There is Hope- Rev. Tom Lichner
We will explore how we pray in difficult times; toward God or away from God. Do we seek association or
isolation in these times? How do we seek spiritual partnering? We will also learn about this kind of prayer
in our faith tradition from the Psalms of Lament. We will turn to St. Ignatius for guidance concerning prayer
in times of desolation from his Rules for Discernment. We will also learn how we can entrust our prayer to
chants to guide us through difficult times. All of this in less than an hour...Come and see.
Nov. 12th- On Being a Soldier and a Christian- Major Randall Fritz
We are all forgiven sinners and instruments of God’s plan. It’s up to us to decide how to use our talents for
God’s glory. We will discuss the ever changing environment in which we live and the ability to adapt/change
and be resilient, live a purposeful life, give thanks in all circumstances, help others, choose the company we
keep wisely, and what it takes to lead a successful life.
Nov. 19th- A Celebration of Life Planning- Dustin Grim, Schantz Funeral Home
We will discuss preplanning a celebration of life, options for disposition, where to hold a celebration of life,
Medicaid spend down, how to prepay if you would like, what Pennsylvania law requires for prepayment of
final expenses, and the latest trends in the funeral industry. Please come with important questions you
might have and take home a guide to help prepare you and your family to create a celebration that is fitting
for you.
Nov. 26th- Project Help - What we do and why we do it- Chris Carter and Project Help Volunteers
Come to this session to hear from youth and adult attendees of our Project Help mission trip to Starks
Maine. Each year, for the past 25+ years, Holy Spirit has traveled to rural Starks, Maine. Our church has
become an important part of the Starks community over these years by repairing homes and connecting
with the community. It is a transformational week of service and community for the participants. Youth and
adults will share their experiences and answer your questions.

A Call to Live Well...
Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord ~Colossians 3:23
November is National Family Caregivers Month- a time to recognize the value of
the contributions of caregivers to an adult family member or friend who is ill, frail or
disabled to help them stay at home and out of costly institutions. Most of us will fall
into this role at some point.

40+ million Americans are caregivers now

5.5 million military family caregivers support our veterans

more than 15 million family and friends provide care to people with dementia
There is help based on specific needs.

Local PA county Area Agency on Aging can suggest personal care services.

US Administration on Aging Eldercare locator: eldercare.gov or 1-800-677-1116.

For Veterans, the VA Caregiver support line: 1-855-260-3274 (toll free) or caregiver.va.gov

Alzheimer’s Association has support and training: 1-800-272-3900 or alz.org

AARP Caregiving Resource Center: 1-877-333-5885 or aarp.org/caregiving
Caregiver resource materials will be available outside the coat room in the Narthex or at the
Information Desk in the Fellowship Center.
A very special thank you to the pastors, staff and people of Holy Spirit for your
support, cards, visits, prayers and kind words during Bob’s illness and at the time of his
death. For Eric Kahler’s and Sharon MacCabe’s musical gifts during Bob’s service, I
am most grateful. Being a part of the Holy Spirit family has sustained and comforted
me many times over the years. I am truly blessed to be in this family of faith. Thank
you for your love and support.
~Pattie Bisbing
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Saturday, November 11th

In the Event of Pastoral Emergency, please call the Office at
610-967-2220 and press 3 after the general announcement.
Website: http://lchsemmaus.org/
Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/LCHSEmmaus
Church Office email: info@holyspirit-emmaus.org
Sign-up for newsletter emails: http://eepurl.com/tIRNf
Address: 3461 Cedar Crest Blvd., Emmaus PA 18049-1599
Phone: 610-967-2220
The December Newsletter deadline is Wed, Nov. 15th.
It will be issued by Wed, Nov. 22nd.
Submissions may be emailed to Angie at
newsletter@holyspirit-emmaus.org or placed in the
Newsletter Mailbox. Thank You!

