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Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Sunday, September 18, 2022
8:30 am
The Holy Spirit Empowers Us for Ministry in Daily Life
Gathered by God’s grace and empowered by the Holy Spirit,
we invite and welcome all people to join us on our journey
to become more faithful ministers of Jesus Christ
in our homes, our communities, and the world.

We welcome all who worship with us today.
Visitors are invited to sign the guest register.
If you are interested in joining our family of faith,
please talk with one of our Pastors or call the church office.
Children are welcome and celebrated!
The “Children’s Ministry” table and basket in the lobby contains a variety of items for
children’s use during worship. Stop by to borrow a book, pick up some coloring sheets and
crayons or take along a copy of this week’s children’s bulletin.
Please silence all communication devices.
Our services are live streamed and recorded. In-person attendance implies consent
to be included in the live streamed and recorded worship service.
************************************************
HOLY COMMUNION
Please pick up Communion cups/wafers by usher stands in the narthex for use during
worship. All who are baptized and believe in the presence of Jesus Christ
in Holy Communion are welcome to receive the Sacrament.
Gluten free wafers are available.
Grape juice is used in our celebration so that all may freely receive.
Children may receive the sacrament if they have completed instruction with a pastor.
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GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

GATHERING MUSIC

Unchanging
Eric Kahler, soloist and Bob Schuchart, guitar

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
Please stand as you are able.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Jesus Christ gave himself as a ransom
for all who fall short of the goodness of God.
Trusting in God’s mercy,
let us turn to God and make our confession.
Holy God,
we confess that we are too concerned with our own peace.
We seek the comfort of silence,
and ignore the cries of the oppressed.
We are inwardly focused,
missing your call to serve the world in justice and love.
Forgive us, O God.
Equip us to fulfill your will for a world in which all know dignity
and all are treated with equity, as your beloved children.
God our Judge is also our Savior.
The good news is sure:
in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.
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Chris Tomlin

GATHERING SONG

Give Thanks
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TFF Song #292

GREETING AND PRAYER OF THE DAY
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
Faithful God, we give you thanks that in Jesus Christ you have entrusted us
with the richness of your glory and the treasure of your grace.
Make us faithful stewards of your good gifts,
that we may show your love to this generation
and welcome us into your eternal home,
where we will worship and serve you forever;
through Christ our Savior.
Amen
The assembly is seated.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture readings, preaching and song.
READING Amos 8:4-7

NRSV-UE

A reading from Amos.
Hear this, you who trample on the needy, and bring to ruin the poor of the land,
saying, “When will the new moon be over so that we may sell grain,
and the Sabbath, so that we may offer wheat for sale?
We will make the ephah smaller and the shekel heavier
and practice deceit with false balances,
buying the poor for silver and the needy for a pair of sandals
and selling the sweepings of the wheat.”
The Lord has sworn by the pride of Jacob:
Surely I will never forget any of their deeds.
Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God!
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The assembly stands to welcome the Gospel.
GOSPEL Luke 16:1-13

NRSV-UE

The Good News from Luke, the 16th chapter.
Open our hearts, Lord.
Then Jesus said to the disciples,
“There was a rich man who had a manager,
and charges were brought to him that this man was squandering his property.
So he summoned him and said to him,
‘What is this that I hear about you?
Give me an accounting of your management because
you cannot be my manager any longer.’
Then the manager said to himself,
‘What will I do, now that my master is taking the position away from me?
I am not strong enough to dig, and I am ashamed to beg.
I have decided what to do so that, when I am dismissed as manager,
people may welcome me into their homes.’
So, summoning his master’s debtors one by one, he asked the first,
‘How much do you owe my master?’ He answered,
‘A hundred jugs of olive oil.’ He said to him,
‘Take your bill, sit down quickly, and make it fifty.’
Then he asked another, ‘And how much do you owe?’ He replied,
‘A hundred containers of wheat.’ He said to him,
‘Take your bill and make it eighty.’
And his master commended the dishonest manager
because he had acted shrewdly,
for the children of this age are more shrewd in dealing
with their own generation than are the children of light.
And I tell you, make friends for yourselves by means of dishonest wealth
so that when it is gone they may welcome you into the eternal homes.
“Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much,
and whoever is dishonest in a very little is dishonest also in much.
If, then, you have not been faithful with the dishonest wealth,
who will entrust to you the true riches?
And if you have not been faithful with what belongs to another,
who will give you what is your own?
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No slave can serve two masters,
for a slave will either hate the one and love the other
or be devoted to the one and despise the other.
You cannot serve God and wealth.”
This is the Good News!
Thanks be to God!
The assembly is seated.
SERMON

Pastor Cindy Camp

Please stand as you are able.
WORD IN SONG

Make Me a Servant

CCLI Song #33131

Make me a servant, humble and meek.
Lord, let me lift up those who are weak.
And may the prayer of my heart always be:
Make me a servant, make me a servant,
make me a servant today. Repeat

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Invitation to prayer:
As scattered grains of wheat are gathered together into one bread,
so let us gather our prayers for the church, those in need, and all of God’s good
creation.
After each petition:
Faithful and loving God,
hear our prayer.
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Pastor’s closing prayer:
Gathered together in the sweet communion of the Holy Spirit, gracious God,
we offer these and all our prayers to you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen
PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace by saying,
“Peace be with you.”
The assembly is seated.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
RESPONSE TO GOD’S GIFTS
The assembly responds to the Word of God by gathering an offering for the mission of
the church, including the care of those in need. Please place your offering in the offering
plates on the tables in the rear of the worship center.
The assembly stands
WORD IN MEAL
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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We thank you that though we have brought you grief,
your son, Jesus Christ, gave himself as a ransom for all,
and is, now and forever, our mediator in your presence,
that we might live faithfully in all holiness and dignity.
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
WORD IN MEAL
God of compassion,
come near to all who find you far away,
who have waited long,
whose sadness is deep,
who have been taken hold of by sadness,
whose eyes are a fountain of tears.
Restore the well-being of your people.
Bring your whole creation to the day
when your saints enjoy the glory of your kingdom,
and you are all in all, one God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
Amen
LORD’S PRAYER
Let us pray.
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen
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INVITATION TO THE TABLE
Here is bread to strengthen you; here is wine to sustain you.
Come, taste the promise of Jesus for you.
The assembly is seated.
DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION
Please stand as you are able.
MOMENT OF REFLECTION
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.
God of the abundant table,
you have refreshed our hearts in this meal
with bread for the journey.
Give us your grace on the road
that we might serve our neighbors with joy;
for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
BLESSING
God, who gives life to all things
and frees us from despair,
bless you with truth and peace.
And may the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
guide you always in faith, hope, and love.
Amen
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SENDING SONG

Canticle of Turning
Verses 1 and 2
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ELW Song #723

DISMISSAL
Go in peace, with Christ beside you.
Thanks be to God.
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Please join in supporting our church's ministries using your preferred method of giving:
• Enroll in our on-line giving program, Simply Giving (recommended);
• Mail your offering check to the church;
• Use your credit or debit card at the Giving Kiosk;
• Text your offering to 610-981-1312;
• Download our mobile app for recurring or one-time gifts;
• Establish automatic contributions to the church using your bank's bill pay service.
Additional information is located in the Stewardship section of the church’s website at:
lchsemmaus.org.
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Text copyright permissions:
Confession and Forgiveness: Call to Worship: Liturgy, Music, Preaching, and the Arts,
Volume 55.1. © 2021 Office of Theology and Worship Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.).
Word in Meal: Eucharistic Prayers © 2016 Samuel Wells and Abigail Kocher. William G.
Eerdmans Publishing Company. Grand Rapids, Michigan. All rights reserved. Published
2016. Reprinted by permission of the publisher; ©2001 Nathan
Nettleton LaughingBird.net.
Primary liturgical resources from Sundays and Seasons.com. ©2020, 2017, 2014, 2011
Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress
Liturgies Annual License #20593.
Bible translations currently used at worship in this parish: New Revised Standard
Version, Updated Edition. Copyright © 2021 National Council of Churches of Christ in the
United States of American. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.
Contemporary English Version (CEV) ©1995 by American Bible Society. New International
Version (NIV) ©1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.® Used by permission. All rights
reserved worldwide. The Message, ©1993, 1994, 1995, 1996, 2000, 2001, 2002. Used
by permission of NavPress Publishing Group.
Music permissions: One License Music and Streaming License# A-70107, CCLI Annual
Music and Streaming License #678084, Augsburg Fortress Annual License #20593; 1517
Media License #1099820101
Gathering Music: CCLI
Gathering Song: OneLicense/CCLI
Word in Song: CCLI
Sending Song: OneLicense
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WORSHIP LEADERS
Pastor Mark Wimmer, Interim Senior Pastor
Pastor Tami K. Reichley, Associate Pastor
Pastor Cindy Camp, Interim Associate Pastor
Sharon B. MacCabe, Director of Music
Austin Gross, Director of Music Ministry for Children
Deacon Melanie Werley, Director of Liturgy
WORSHIP HELPERS
Assisting Minister
Leesa Wimmer
Reader
Dan Tobey
Greeter
Becky Keane
Usher
Bill Keane
Tech Team
Bill Newill, Kristen Newill, Chris Pirrotta, Bob Stevens,
Chuck Coe, Glenn Hinderliter, Bill Keane, Carol and John Osenbach
Altar Care
Linda Letts, Julie Timmcke
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