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Third Sunday of Easter 
Sunday, April 14, 2024   

8:30 am  
 

The Holy Spirit Empowers Us for Ministry in Daily Life 
 

Gathered by God’s grace and empowered by the Holy Spirit, 
we invite and welcome all people to join us on our journey 

to become more faithful ministers of Jesus Christ 
in our homes, our communities, and the world. 

 
 

http://www.lchsemmaus.org/
http://www.facebook.com/lchsemmaus
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We welcome all who worship with us today. 
Visitors are invited to sign the guest register located in the lobby. 

If you are interested in joining our family of faith, 
please talk with one of our Pastors or call the church office. 

 
Children are welcome and celebrated!   

The “Children’s Ministry” table and basket in the lobby contains a variety of items for 
children’s use during worship. Stop by to borrow a book, pick up some coloring sheets and 

crayons or take along a copy of this week’s children’s bulletin. 
 

Please silence all communication devices. 
 

Our services are live streamed and recorded. In-person attendance implies consent 
to be included in the live streamed and recorded worship service. 

 
************************************************ 

HOLY COMMUNION 
All who believe in the presence of Jesus Christ in Holy Communion are welcome to receive  
the Sacrament. To facilitate flow, the ushers invite people to come forward starting with     
the back rows and working forward. You should come forward using the center aisle to 
receive the elements in a continuous style from pastor and worship assistant. Afterward 

you may choose to kneel or stand at the altar rail for a brief moment of prayer or return 
to your seat up the side aisle, depositing your empty cup in the receptacle on your way. 
Gluten free wafers are available. Our wine is grape juice so that all may freely receive. 

Children may receive the sacrament if they have completed instruction with a pastor. 
Children who do not commune may come forward for a blessing.  Communion kits are 

available at the usher stands for those who prefer to remain in their seats, and they will 
be communed along with our Zoom worshippers at the beginning of distribution. 
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GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

 
Gathering Music                    Raise a Hallelujah                       Bethel Music 
 
Welcome and Announcements   
 
Please stand as you are able. 
 
Affirmation of Baptism and Easter Greeting 
 

This is the Good News – The grave is empty, Christ is risen. Hallelujah!  
 
This is the Good News – The light shines in the darkness,  
and the darkness can never put it out. Hallelujah! 
 
This is the Good News – Once we were no people, now we are God’s people. 
Hallelujah! 
 
Christ is alive, 
moving among the living. 
 
Christ is risen,  
inviting us to rise in fullness of life. 
 
Christ is calling,  
proclaiming life and hope for all. 
 

In remembrance of our baptism, the Pastor blesses the congregation with water. 
 
By the baptism of Jesus’ death and resurrection you set us free  
from the power of sin and death and raise us up to live in you.  
As we remember our own baptisms, pour out your Holy Spirit;  
wash away sin in this cleansing water;  
clothe the baptized with Christ;  
and claim your children with all the baptized in Christ Jesus. 
  
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed.  Alleluia! 
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Gathering Song            The Trumpets Sound, the Angels Sing ELW Song #531 
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Greeting and Prayer of the Day   
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
  
Let us pray.   
God of miracles and truth, bless us, as we gather for worship, with the power of your 
Holy Spirit. Reveal your presence in our midst and open our hearts and minds to 
receive your miraculous love. Strengthen our faith this day, that we may go forth as 
witnesses of your miraculous love. Through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,  

 who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 Amen 
 
The assembly is seated. 
 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture readings, preaching and song. 

 
Reading Acts 3:12-19                                                  Translation: NIV  
 

A reading from Acts. 
 
When Peter saw this, he said to them: “Fellow Israelites, why does this surprise you? 
Why do you stare at us as if by our own power or godliness we had made this man 
walk? The God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the God of our fathers, has glorified his 
servant Jesus. You handed him over to be killed, and you disowned him before Pilate, 
though he had decided to let him go. You disowned the Holy and Righteous One and 
asked that a murderer be released to you. You killed the author of life, but God 
raised him from the dead. We are witnesses of this. By faith in the name of Jesus, this 
man whom you see and know was made strong. It is Jesus’ name and the faith that 
comes through him that has completely healed him, as you can all see. 
 
“Now, fellow Israelites, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did your leaders. But 
this is how God fulfilled what he had foretold through all the prophets, saying that his 
Messiah would suffer. Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped 
out, that times of refreshing may come from the Lord. 
 
Word of God, Word of Life.   
Thanks be to God! 
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Please stand as you are able to welcome the gospel. 
 
Gospel Luke 24:36-48    Translation: NIV 
 

The Good News from Luke, the 24th chapter.  
Open our hearts, Lord. 
 
While they were still talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and said to 
them, “Peace be with you.” 
 
They were startled and frightened, thinking they saw a ghost. He said to them,  
“Why are you troubled, and why do doubts rise in your minds?  
Look at my hands and my feet. It is I myself! Touch me and see;  
a ghost does not have flesh and bones, as you see I have.” 
 
When he had said this, he showed them his hands and feet.  
And while they still did not believe it because of joy and amazement,  
he asked them, “Do you have anything here to eat?”  
They gave him a piece of broiled fish, and he took it and ate it in their presence. 
 
He said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with you:  
Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses,  
the Prophets and the Psalms.” 
 
Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures.  
He told them, “This is what is written: The Messiah will suffer  
and rise from the dead on the third day,  
and repentance for the forgiveness of sins  
will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.  
You are witnesses of these things. 
 
This is the Good News!   
Thanks be to God!  Alleluia! 

 
 
The assembly is seated. 
 
 
Sermon                                                             Pastor Tami Reichley 
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Please stand as you are able. 
 
Word in Song               Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ ELW Song #674 

 
 
 
Prayers of the People  

 
Invitation to prayer:   
Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear,  
let us pray for the church, the world, and all those in need of good news. 
 
After each petition: 
God of miracles and truth,  
receive our prayer. 
 
Pastor’s closing prayer:   
Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray,  
trusting in your abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living Lord. 
Amen 
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Peace   
  

As God leads us beside the still waters of grace,  
Christ invites us to offer these still waters of grace and peace to one another,  
that all may know the peace of God. 
 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 And also with you. 
       

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace by saying, 
“Peace be with you.” 

 
 
The assembly is seated. 
 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 
 
Response to God’s gifts 
 
The assembly responds to the Word of God by gathering an offering for the mission of 
the church, including the care of those in need. Please place your offering in the offering 
plates on the tables in the rear of the worship center. 
 
The table is set. 
 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
 
 
Great Thanksgiving   

 
May the risen Lord be with you! 
And also with you. 
Resurrection people, lift your hearts to God.   
We lift our hearts to the One who gives us new life. 
Sing with joy on this day of resurrection. 
Our songs of joy overflow this day. 
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Words of Institution   
 
 
Word in Meal   
 

In this moment, and in this place, pour out your Spirit upon us, and on the gifts of the 
bread and cup which have been prepared for us. As we take the bread from your 
scarred hands, may we reach out to mend the broken of our world. As we drink from 
the cup, open our hearts and eyes, so we may see those the world overlooks, so we 
may stand with them in every moment and place. 

 
Lord’s Prayer   

 
 God in Community, Holy in One, continue to touch us with your peace,  
 even as we pray as we are taught, saying: 
 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen 

 
Invitation to the table   
 
 This is the table of our risen Lord, Jesus Christ. 
 Come if your faith is strong, or if you are full of fear and doubt. 
 Come in joy or in sorrow, hope or despair. 
 
 Whatever you carry, this meal is for you, and Jesus himself invites you. 
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The assembly is seated. 
 
 
Distribution of communion   
 
 The body of Christ given for you. 
 The blood of Christ shed for you. 
 
  
Communion Anthem                Look to the Lamb                      Jesus Culture 
 
 
Communion Song                 Healer of Our Every Ill ELW Song #612 
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Please stand as you are able. 
 
Prayer after communion  
  
 Let us pray. 

Shepherding God, 
you have prepared a table before us 
and nourished us with your love. 
Send us forth from this banquet 
to proclaim your goodness 
and share the abundant mercy of Jesus, 
our redeemer and friend. 
Amen 

 
 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
Farewell and Godspeed 
 

Sharon, as you leave our congregation, we wish to bid you farewell. 
 
A reading from Exodus: The Lord said,  
“I am going to send an angel in front of you,  
to guard you on the way and to bring you to the place that I have 
prepared.” (Exodus 23:20) 

 
In holy baptism our Lord Jesus Christ received you  
and made you a member of his church. 
When you came to Holy Spirit, we rejoiced to welcome you into the mission we share 
as the people of God. In this community you have come to know and to share in God’s 
loving purpose for you and for all creation. God has blessed you in this community, 
and God has blessed us through you. 
 
We encourage you to continue to receive and share God’s gifts as you retire, 
united with us in the body of Christ and the mission we share. 
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Let us pray. 
Gracious God, we thank you for the work and witness of your servant Sharon, 
who has enriched this congregation and shared her gifts with us.  
Now bless and preserve her at this time of transition.  
Day by day, guide her and give her what is needed, friends to cheer her way,  
and a clear vision of that to which you are now calling her.  
By your Holy Spirit be present in her pilgrimage,  
that she may travel with the one who is the way, the truth, and the life,  
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen 

 
 
Blessing  
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 
The God of resurrection power, 
the Christ of unending joy, 
and the Spirit of Easter hope 

☩ bless you now and always. 

Amen 
 
 
Sending Song Please see next page. 
 
 
Dismissal   
 

Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
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Sending Song                      Build Us Up, Lord                   ELW Song #670 
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Please join in supporting our church's ministries using your preferred method of giving:  
 

• Enroll in our on-line giving program, Simply Giving (recommended);  

• Mail your offering check to the church;  

• Use your credit or debit card at the Giving Kiosk; 

• Text your offering to 610-981-1312;  

• Download our mobile app for recurring or one-time gifts;  

• Establish automatic contributions to the church using your bank's bill pay service.  
 

Additional information is located in the Stewardship section of the church ’s website at: 

lchsemmaus.org. 
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Text Copyright Permissions:  
Portions of the Liturgy from: Connections Worship Companion, Year B, Vol. 1, David 
Gambrell, editor, Reprinted by permission Westminster John Knox press © 2023; The 
Abingdon Worship Annual 2024: Worship Planning Resources for Every Sunday of the Year.  
Copyright © 2023 by Abingdon Press.  Used by permission; Where the Broken Gather, 
Lectionary Liturgies for RCL Year B, Copyright © 2014 Thom M. Shuman. 
 
 
Bible translations currently used at worship in this parish: New Revised Standard Version 
(NRSV), ©1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of 
Christ in the United States of America. Used by Permission. All rights reserved.  
Contemporary English Version (CEV) ©1995 by American Bible Society.  New International 
Version (NIV) ©1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.® Used by permission. All rights 
reserved worldwide. The Message, ©1993, 1994, 1995, 1996, 2000, 2001, 2002. Used 
by permission of NavPress Publishing Group. New Revised Standard Version, Updated Edition. 

Copyright © 2021 National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States of American. 
Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.  
 
Primary liturgical resources from Sundays and Seasons.com. ©2020, 2017, 2014, 2011 
Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress 
Liturgies Annual License #20593.  
 
Music permissions: One License Music and Streaming License# A-70107, CCLI Annual 
Music and Streaming License #678084, Augsburg Fortress Annual License #20593;  
1517 Media License #1099820101 
 
Gathering Music: CCLI 
Gathering Song: OneLicense 
Word in Song: OneLicense 
Communion Solo: CCLI 
Communion Song: OneLicense 
Sending Song: OneLicense 
 
Musical Participants: Sue Smith, Lisa Walton, Eric Kahler, Jeff Gross, and Frank Mattes 
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WORSHIP LEADERS 

 
Pastor Mark Wimmer, Interim Senior Pastor 
Pastor Tami K. Reichley, Associate Pastor 

Pastor Cindy Camp, Interim Associate Pastor 
Sharon B. MacCabe, Director of Music 

Deacon Melanie Werley, Director of Liturgy 
Karin Kahler, Director, Faith Formation for Children 

 
WORSHIP HELPERS 

 
Assisting Minister 

Leesa Wimmer 
 

Reader 
Max H. 

 
Communion Assistants 

Carol Walrod, Don Walrod 
 

Greeter 
Al Bauernschmidt 

 
Usher 

Dee Bauernschmidt 
 

Production/Technology Team 
Chuck Coe, Glenn Hinderliter, Eric Kahler, Craig Kauffman, Bill Keane, Tom Moessner,  
Bob Neitz, Bill Newill, Kristen Newill, Carol Osenbach, John Osenbach, Chris Pirrotta,  

Diana Sorrentino, Bob Stevens, and Jimmy Lee Werley 
 

Altar Care 
Nancy Pfeffer, Julie Timmcke, Marian Harrison, Kitti Berkheimer, Lynn Snyder,  

Barb Roba, Lynda Swartz, Carol Osenbach, Mary Vink 
 


