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Eighth Sunday after Pentecost
July 14, 2024
8:30 am

The Holy Spirit Empowers Us for Ministry in Daily Life

Gathered by God'’s grace and empowered by the Holy Spirit,
we invite and welcome all people to join us on our journey
to become more faithful ministers of Jesus Christ
in our homes, our communities, and the world.


http://www.lchsemmaus.org/
http://www.facebook.com/lchsemmaus

We welcome all who worship with us today.
Visitors are invited to sign the guest register.
If you are interested in joining our family of faith,
please talk with one of our Pastors or call the church office.

Children are welcome and celebrated!
The “Children’s Ministry” table and basket in the lobby contains a variety of items for
children’s use during worship. Stop by to borrow a book, pick up some coloring sheets and
crayons or take along a copy of this week’s children’s bulletin.

Please silence all communication devices.

Our services are live streamed and recorded. In-person attendance implies consent
to be included in the live streamed and recorded worship service.
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HOLY COMMUNION
All who believe in the presence of Jesus Christ in Holy Communion are welcome to receive
the Sacrament. To facilitate flow, the ushers invite people to come forward starting with
the back rows and working forward. You should come forward using the center aisle to
receive the elements in a continuous style from pastor and worship assistant. Afterward
you may choose to kneel or stand at the altar rail for a brief moment of prayer or return
to your seat up the side aisle, depositing your empty cup in the receptacle on your way.
Gluten free wafers are available. Our wine is grape juice so that all may freely receive.
Children may receive the sacrament if they have completed instruction with a pastor.
Children who do not commune may come forward for a blessing. Communion kits are
available at the usher stands for those who prefer to remain in their seats, and they will
be communed along with our Zoom worshippers at the beginning of distribution.



GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Gathering Music The Majesty and Glory of Your Name Fettke
Welcome and Announcements
Please stand as you are able.

Confession

We toss and turn at night, unable to sleep because of the tunes running through our
heads. But, if we listen carefully, we will discover that it is God singing to us, of that
hope, that joy, that mercy offered to us, if we will but open our lives to the forgiveness
and healing which is God’s desire for us. Let us confess our out-of-tune lives, as we
pray together.

We would sing praises to you, composer of our lives, but we remember the harsh
words we used toward a friend this week. We would learn your healing hymns of
grace, but the broken chords of our anger and pain echo deep within us. We would
dance in the circle of your love, but we recall how quickly we turned and ran
when offered opportunities to serve your people.

Forgive us, gifter of every blessing, open our hearts and fill us with your mercy.
Open our ears that we may hear the songs of grace you would teach us to share
with the world. Open our eyes that we may see the hope we have in Jesus Christ,
our Lord and Savior, our inheritance for love and joy.

Before the earth was shaped, God created the music of grace which sets our hearts,
our souls, our feet to dancing with you in the hope God has given to us.

It is God who has created us, it is God who has redeemed us,
and it is God who sends us forth to lives as siblings of Christ.
Thanks be to God, we are forgiven. Amen
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Greeting and Prayer of the Day

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Let us pray.

O God who speaks to the people through voices of yesterday and today,
bring your word for us.

Speak through shepherds and farmworkers,

through tree trimmers and landscapers,

through those who work the land you love so much.

For they know the pain of the earth, the pain of the people,
what needs to be done, and what hope can create.

Give us open hearts to listen to their message

and to open hands to do the work you ask of us.

Amen

The assembly is seated.

WORD

God speaks to us in scripture readings, preaching and song.

Reading — Ephesians 1:3-14 Translation: NRSV-UE
A reading from Ephesians.

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,

who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places,
just as he chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world

to be holy and blameless before him in love.

He destined us for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ,

according to the good pleasure of his will,

to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved.
In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses,
according to the riches of his grace that he lavished on us.



With all wisdom and insight he has made known to us the mystery of his will,
according to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ,

as a plan for the fullness of time, to gather up all things in him,
things in heaven and things on earth.

In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance,

having been destined according to the purpose of him

who accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will,
so that we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ,

might live for the praise of his glory.

In him you also, when you had heard the word of truth,

the gospel of your salvation, and had believed in him,

were marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit;

this is the pledge of our inheritance toward redemption

as God’s own people, to the praise of his glory.

Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God!

Please stand as you are able to welcome the gospel.

Gospel — Mark 6:14-29 Translation: NRSV-UE

The Good News from Mark, the 6™ chapter.
Open our hearts, Lord.

King Herod heard of it, for Jesus’s name had become known. Some were saying,
“John the baptizer has been raised from the dead, and for this reason these powers
are at work in him.” But others said, “It is Elijah.” And others said, “It is a prophet,
like one of the prophets of old.” But when Herod heard of it, he said,

“John, whom | beheaded, has been raised.”

For Herod himself had sent men who arrested John, bound him, and put him in prison
on account of Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife, because Herod had married her.
For John had been telling Herod, “It is not lawful for you to have your brother’s wife.”



And Herodias had a grudge against him and wanted to kill him.

But she could not, for Herod feared John,

knowing that he was a righteous and holy man, and he protected him.

When he heard him, he was greatly perplexed, and yet he liked to listen to him.

But an opportunity came when Herod on his birthday gave a banquet for his courtiers
and officers and for the leaders of Galilee.

When his daughter Herodias came in and danced,

she pleased Herod and his guests, and the king said to the girl,

“Ask me for whatever you wish, and | will give it.” And he swore to her,
“Whatever you ask me, | will give you, even half of my kingdom.”

She went out and said to her mother, “What should | ask for2”

She replied, “The head of John the baptizer.”

Immediately she rushed back to the king and requested,

“I want you to give me at once the head of John the Baptist on a platter.”

The king was deeply grieved, yet out of regard for his oaths and for the guests,
he did not want to refuse her. Immediately the king sent a soldier of the guard
with orders to bring John’s head. He went and beheaded him in the prison,
brought his head on a platter, and gave it to the girl.

Then the girl gave it to her mother.

When his disciples heard about it,

they came and took his body and laid it in a tomb.

This is the Good Newsl!
Thanks be to God!

The assembly is seated.

Sermon Pastor Cindy Camp



Please stand as you are able.
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Prayers of the People

Invitation to prayer:
One in the communion of saints and in the power of the Holy Spirit,
we join our voices in prayer.



After each petition:
Loving Parent of us all,
hear our prayer.

Pastor’s closing prayer:

Holy God, holy and merciful: into your outstretched arms
we commend ourselves and all for whom we pray,
trusting in the one who is the way, the truth, and the life,
Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord.

Amen

Peace

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace by saying,

“Peace be with you.”

The assembly is seated.

MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

Response to God’s gifts
The assembly responds to the Word of God by gathering an offering for the mission of
the church, including the care of those in need. Please place your offering in the offering

plates on the tables in the rear of the worship center.

The table is set.

Please stand as you are able.



Great Thanksgiving

May the God of wonder be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts to God, whose steadfast love dwells within you.

We welcome the One whose faithfulness runs barefoot through our hearts.
Sing of the peace which is God’s gift to you.

We join in the chorus of glad praises to the One whose justice

is the hope of all the world.

Words of Institution
Word in Meal

Pour out your Holy Spirit upon us as you gather us all in this place.

As we take and tasted the bread of heaven, may its brokenness become our healing,
that we may become hope to a world shattered by fear.

As we share the cup, may its grace become our fullness,

that we might empty ourselves to become blessings

to those who long for peace and reconciliation in their lives.

Lord’s Prayer

God in Community, Holy in One, in you we discover the fullness we long for,
even as we pray as we are taught, saying:

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those

who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen



Invitation to the table

The one who has called us beloved children has prepared a table for us.

Let us gather everyone

The assembly is seated.

and feast together as a family.

Distribution of communion

The body of Christ given for you.
The blood of Christ shed for you.

Communion Song In this feast of love ACS 962
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Communion Song Let us go now to the banquet ELW 523
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Please stand as you are able.

Prayer after communion

Let us pray.

Jesus, bread of life,

we have received from your table

more than we could ever ask.

As you have nourished us in this meal,

now strengthen us to love the world with your own life.
In your name we pray.

Amen

SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

Blessing

Dance before the Lord.

Go to share God'’s blessings with others.

As you journey forth, express Christ’s love with the world.

In the name of the Triune God, Creator, Redeemer and Sanctifier.
Amen

Sending Song Please see next page.
Dismissal

Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.
Thanks be to God.
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Please join in supporting our church's ministries using your preferred method of giving:
e Enroll in our on-line giving program, Simply Giving (recommended);

Mail your offering check to the church;

Use your credit or debit card at the Giving Kiosk;

Text your offering to 610-981-1312;

Download our mobile app for recurring or one-time gifts;

e Establish automatic contributions to the church using your bank's bill pay service.

Additional information is located in the Stewardship section of the church’s website at:
Ichsemmaus.org.

Text Copyright Permissions: Portions of the Liturgy from: Connections Worship Companion,
Year B, Vol. 2, David Gambrell, editor, Reprinted by permission Westminster John Knox press
© 2024; The Abingdon Worship Annual 2024: Worship Planning Resources for Every Sunday of
the Year. Copyright © 2023 by Abingdon Press. Used by permission; Where the Broken
Gather, Lectionary Liturgies for RCL Year B, Copyright © 2014 Thom M. Shuman; Bare Feet and
Buttercups Resources for Ordinary Time (Trinity Sunday to the Feast of the Transfiguration),
Compilation © 2008 Ruth Burgess; www.ionabooks.com.

Bible translations currently used at worship in this parish: Contemporary English
Version (CEV) ©1995 by American Bible Society. New International Version (NIV) ©1973,
1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.® Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. New
Revised Standard Version, Updated Edition. Copyright © 2021 National Council of Churches of
Christ in the United States of American. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.

Primary liturgical resources from Sundays and Seasons.com. ©2020, 2017, 2014, 2011
Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress
Liturgies Annual License #20593.

Music permissions: All music reprinted and streamed with permission under Onelicense A-
701076, all rights reserved.

You are holy, Text and music © 1990 Ton Vis Produktion AB, administered by Augsburg
Fortress in North America, South America, and Central America, including the Caribbean.
Sometimes our only song is weeping, Text © 2015 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All
rights reserved.

In this feast of love, Text and music © 2017, 2020 Jarkko Maukonen, admin. Augsburg
Fortress

Let us go now to the banquet, Text and music © 1994 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason
Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by
permission.

Hallelujah! We sing your praises, Text and arr. © 1984 Utryck, admin. Walton Music Corp.
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