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for a camel to go through an eye of a needle
than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven

21st Sunday after Pentecost

Sunday, October 13, 2024
8:30 am

The Holy Spirit Empowers Us for Ministry in Daily Life

Gathered by God’s grace and empowered by the Holy Spirit,
we invite and welcome all people to join us on our journey
to become more faithful ministers of Jesus Christ
in our homes, our communities, and the world.


http://www.lchsemmaus.org/
http://www.facebook.com/lchsemmaus

We welcome all who worship with us today.
Visitors are invited to sign the guest register located in the lobby.
If you are interested in joining our family of faith,
please talk with one of our Pastors or call the church office.

Children are welcome and celebrated!
The “Children’s Ministry” table and basket in the lobby contains a variety of items for
children’s use during worship. Stop by to borrow a book
or pick up some coloring sheets and crayons.

Please silence all communication devices.

Our services are live streamed and recorded. In-person attendance implies consent
to be included in the live streamed and recorded worship service.
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HOLY COMMUNION
All who believe in the presence of Jesus Christ in Holy Communion are welcome to receive
the Sacrament. To facilitate flow, the ushers invite people to come forward starting with
the back rows and working forward. You should come forward using the center aisle to
receive the elements in a continuous style from pastor and worship assistant. Afterward
you may choose to kneel or stand at the altar rail for a brief moment of prayer or return
to your seat up the side aisle, depositing your empty cup in the receptacle on your way.
Gluten free wafers are available. Our wine is grape juice so that all may freely receive.
Children may receive the sacrament if they have completed instruction with a pastor.
Children who do not commune may come forward for a blessing. Communion kits are
available at the usher stands for those who prefer to remain in their seats, and they will
be communed along with our Zoom worshippers at the beginning of distribution.
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GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Gathering Music Take my life that | may be Setting, Lynette Maynard

Welcome and Announcements
We rise in body or spirit.
Confession

Let us willingly embrace that which we believe is true —

we can come to the seat of grace, bringing our prayers of confession
to the One who is filled to overflowing with mercy and hope.

Let us pray together:

We stand before you, saving God, stripped of our pretensions and pride,
for nothing we do or say, can be hidden from you.

You hear the angry words we preach to ourselves;

you sift through the rubble of hurts we have caused;

you see how we stumble, weighed down by all that “stuff”

which keeps us from following Jesus.

As you empty our hands of the wealth of unneeded things we cling so tightly to,
fill them instead with your grace and hope.

As we let go of all which might hold us back,

give us the trust to follow Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior,

into that life which he offers to each of us.

Hear the good news!

Because God loves us, we lack for nothing;

because God forgives us, we have everything we need;

because God surrounds us with sisters and brothers, we do not journey alone.

Committing everything to God, trusting in the One who liberates us,
we decide to live as God’s faithful and forgiven people. Amen



Gathering Song
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Greeting and Prayer of the Day

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

Come, All You People ELW 819
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Let us pray.

Good Teacher, we have followed your word, we have kept your commandments,
and we come now to you — longing to learn and seeking the good you offer.
Mold us in this time together, that we might better follow you.

Through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen

The assembly is seated.

WORD

God speaks to us in scripture readings, preaching and song.

Reading — Hebrews 4:12-16 Translation: NIV
A reading from Hebrews.

For the word of God is alive and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword,

it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow;

it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.

Nothing in all creation is hidden from God’s sight.

Everything is uncovered and laid bare before the eyes of him to whom we must give
account.

Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has ascended into heaven,

Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess.

For we do not have a high priest who is unable to empathize with our weaknesses,
but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet he did not
sin. Let us then approach God'’s throne of grace with confidence,

so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.

Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God!



We rise in body or spirit to welcome the gospel.
Gospel — Mark 10:17-31 Translation: NRSV-UE

The Good News from Mark, the 10t chapter.
Open our hearts, Lord.

As he was setting out on a journey, a man ran up and knelt before him and asked him,
“Good Teacher, what must | do to inherit eternal life?” Jesus said to him, “Why do you
call me good? No one is good but God alone. You know the commandments: ‘You shall
not murder. You shall not commit adultery. You shall not steal. You shall not bear false
witness. You shall not defraud. Honor your father and mother.” ” He said to him,
“Teacher, | have kept all these since my youth.” Jesus, looking at him, loved him and
said, “You lack one thing; go, sell what you own, and give the money to the poor, and
you will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me.” When he heard this, he was
shocked and went away grieving, for he had many possessions.

Then Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How hard it will be for those who
have wealth to enter the kingdom of God!” And the disciples were perplexed at these
words. But Jesus said to them again, “Children, how hard it is to enter the kingdom of
God! It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for someone who
is rich to enter the kingdom of God.” They were greatly astounded and said to one
another, “Then who can be saved?” Jesus looked at them and said, “For mortals it is
impossible, but not for God; for God all things are possible.”

Peter began to say to him, “Look, we have left everything and followed you.” Jesus
said, “Truly | tell you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or mother
or father or children or fields for my sake and for the sake of the good news who will
not receive a hundredfold now in this age—houses, brothers and sisters, mothers and
children, and fields, with persecutions—and in the age to come eternal life. But many
who are first will be last, and the last will be first.”

This is the Good News!
Thanks be to God!

The assembly is seated.

Sermon Pastor Cindy Camp



We rise in body or spirit.

Word in Song Take My Life That | May Be ELW 583
Verses 1, 4
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Prayers of the People

Invitation to prayer:
Challenged by God’s Word in Christ,
let us pray for the church, the world, and the whole creation.

After each petition:

God of justice,

receive our prayer.

Pastor’s closing prayer:

Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in the saving grace you freely give, both now and forever.
Amen

Peace

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace by saying,
“Peace be with you.”

The assembly is seated.

MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

During the Offering Song, the gifts will be brought forward. You may remain seated.
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We rise in body or spirit.
Offering Prayer

Let us pray.

Even when you seem far away, O God,

you give us our daily bread and deliver us from evil.

May the gifts we bring before you today be signs of our gratitude for your gifts.
Bless this offering, that our gifts may be vessels of your overflowing grace.
Through these gifts, may others come to know the joy of your salvation,

through Christ, our Lord.

Amen

Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

In confidence, draw close to the Table of our God.

We bring our hearts, our lives to the feast of grace.

Sing glad songs to the One whose goodness fills our lives.

We rejoice that we may enter the kingdom of love and hope.

Words of Institution

Word in Meal

Here at the table graced with your gifts,

here, upon your children gathered in joy,

pour out your Spirit of peace and life.

As we come to taste of the bread which,

in its brokenness makes us whole,

we would not go backward to our old life,

but go forth to bring hope to all who cry out for justice in the world.
As we drink deeply from that cup which,

by its grace, fills us with compassion,

we would offer the blessings we have,

that others might know the richness of your love and hope.



Lord’s Prayer

God in Community, Holy in One, hear us as we pray together,
using the words we have been taught by Jesus.

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those

who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen

Invitation to the table
Jesus welcomes you to this table.
Come, here is your God.

The assembly is seated.

Distribution of communion

The body of Christ given for you.
The blood of Christ shed for you.
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Come to the Table WP 33

Repeat as needed

Communion Song
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Eat of the bread of sal-va - tion; the blood of the Lamb.

drink of

We rise in body or spirit.

Prayer after communion

Let us pray.

Holy God,

you have welcomed us to this meal
and fed us with dignity at your table.
Send us now to welcome others

and to be at peace with one another,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen



Blessing

God of all might, God most merciful

+ bless you, keep you, and give you peace.
Amen

We proceed directly to our Congregational Meeting.

Please join in supporting our church's ministries using your preferred method of giving:
e Enroll in our on-line giving program, Simply Giving (recommended);

Mail your offering check to the church;

Text your offering to 610-981-1312;

Download our mobile app for recurring or one-time gifts;

Establish automatic contributions to the church using your bank's bill pay
service.

Additional information is located in the Stewardship section of the church s website at:
Ichsemmaus.org.




Text Copyright Permissions — Portions of the Liturgy: Where the Broken Gather,
Lectionary Liturgies for RCL Year B, Copyright © 2014 Thom M. Shuman; The Abingdon
Worship Annual 2024: Worship Planning Resources for Every Sunday of the Year. Copyright
© 2023 by Abingdon Press. Used by permission; Connections Worship Companion, Year B,
Vol. 2, David Gambrell, editor, Reprinted by permission Westminster John Knox press ©
2024. Bible translations currently used at worship in this parish: Contemporary
English Version (CEV) ©1995 by American Bible Society. New International Version (NIV)
©1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.® Used by permission. All rights reserved
worldwide. New Revised Standard Version, Updated Edition. Copyright © 2021 National
Council of Churches of Christ in the United States of American. Used by permission. All
rights reserved worldwide.

Primary liturgical resources from Sundays and Seasons.com. ©2020, 2017, 2014, 2011
Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress
Liturgies Annual License #20593.

Music permissions: All music reprinted and streamed with permission under Onelicense
A-701076, all rights reserved.

Come, all you people, Text st. 1 and music © 1986 World Council of Churches, Geneva,
Switzerland and the Asian Institute of Liturgy & Music, notated by I-to Loh; English
paraphrased by I-to Loh. Text sts. 2 & 3 © 1995 Augsburg Fortress.

Take my life that | may be, Music © 1999 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Text
Public Domain.

We are an offering, Text and music © 1984 Word Music, LLC. All rights reserved. Used By
Permission.

| received the living God, Text and Tune Public Domain.

Come to the table, Text and music © 1991 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music/ASCAP, ¢/o
Integrity Mediq, Inc.,, 1000 Cody Road, Mobile, AL 36695 & Juniper Landing Music (adm
by Word Music) & Word Music/ASCAP. Used by permission.

Frank Mattes, percussion
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