The Lutheran Church of the Holy Spirit

An ELCA Reconciling in Christ, Rejoicing Spirits, and handicap friendly Congregation
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Sunday, December 22, 2024
10:30 am

The Holy Spirit Empowers Us for Ministry in Daily Life

Gathered by God’s grace and empowered by the Holy Spirit,
we invite and welcome all people to join us on our journey
to become more faithful ministers of Jesus Christ
in our homes, our communities, and the world.


http://www.lchsemmaus.org/
http://www.facebook.com/lchsemmaus

We welcome all who worship with us today.
Visitors are invited to sign the guest register located in the lobby.
If you are interested in joining our family of faith,
please talk with one of our Pastors or call the church office.

Children are welcome and celebrated!
The “Children’s Ministry” table and basket in the lobby contains
a variety of items for children’s use during worship.
Stop by to borrow a book, pick up some coloring sheets and crayons.

Please silence all communication devices.

Our services are live streamed and recorded. In-person attendance implies consent
to be included in the live streamed and recorded worship service.
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HOLY COMMUNION
All who believe in the presence of Jesus Christ in Holy Communion are welcome to receive
the Sacrament. To facilitate flow, the ushers invite people to come forward starting with
the back rows and working forward. You should come forward using the center aisle to
receive the elements in a continuous style from pastor and worship assistant. Afterward
you may choose to kneel or stand at the altar rail for a brief moment of prayer or return
to your seat up the side aisle, depositing your empty cup in the receptacle on your way.
Gluten free wafers are available. Our wine is grape juice so that all may freely receive.
Children may receive the sacrament if they have completed instruction with a pastor.
Children who do not commune may come forward for a blessing. Communion kits are
available at the usher stands for those who prefer to remain in their seats, and they will
be communed along with our Zoom worshippers at the beginning of distribution.



GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Gathering Music Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming McDonald

Welcome and Announcements
We rise in body or spirit.

Lighting of the Advent Candles

The fourth candle calls us to love.
When we feel invisible, ineffective,
too small to make a difference,

the Holy invites us to be God-Bearers.
And we find love.

(Love candle is lit)
Where in the world do we find LOVE these days?

Let us pray.

The cattle are lowing; creatures are sharing their songs of parenting to welcome new
birth. May we also welcome love’s birth with our own sounds of support.

Amen



Song of LOVE
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Greeting and Prayer of the Day

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Let us pray.

Mighty and merciful God, we rejoice and give thanks that you look upon us with favor
and bless us with grace. Transform this weary world according to your promise —
giving power to the weak, justice to the oppressed, and food to the hungry — so that
all may sing your praise; through Jesus Christ our Lord

Amen

The assembly is seated.



WORD

God speaks to us in scripture readings, preaching and song.

1t Reading — Micah 5:2-5a Translation: NRSV-UE

2nd

A reading from Micah.

But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah,

from you shall come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from of
old, from ancient days. Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she who is
in labor has brought forth; then the rest of his kindred shall return to the people of
Israel. And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the Lord, in the majesty
of the name of the Lord his God. And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great
to the ends of the earth, and he shall be the one of peace. If the Assyrians come into
our land and tread upon our soil, we will raise against them seven shepherds and
eight rulers.

Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God!

Reading — Hebrews 10:5-10 Translation: NRSV-UE
A reading from Hebrews.

Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said, “Sacrifices and offerings you
have not desired, but a body you have prepared for me; in burnt offerings and sin
offerings you have taken no pleasure. Then | said, ‘See, | have come to do your will, O
God’ (in the scroll of the book it is written of me).”

When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and
offerings and burnt offerings and sin offerings” (these are offered according to the
law), then he added, “See, | have come to do your will.” He abolishes the first in order
to establish the second. And it is by God’s will that we have been sanctified through
the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.

Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God!



We rise in body or spirit to welcome the gospel.

Gospel Acclamation Prepare the Royal Highway ELW 264
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Gospel — Luke 1:39-55 Translation: NRSV-UE

The Good News from Luke, the 15 chapter.
Open our hearts, Lord.

Since many have undertaken to compile a narrative about the events that have been
fulfilled among us, just as they were handed on to us by those who from the beginning
were eyewitnesses and servants of the word, |, too, decided, as one having a grasp of
everything from the start, to write a well-ordered account for you, most excellent
Theophilus, so that you may have a firm grasp of the words in which you have been
instructed.

In the days of King Herod of Judea, there was a priest named Zechariah, who
belonged to the priestly order of Abijah. His wife was descended from the daughters
of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. Both of them were righteous before God,
living blamelessly according to all the commandments and regulations of the Lord. But
they had no children because Elizabeth was barren, and both were getting on in

years.



Once when he was serving as priest before God during his section’s turn of duty, he
was chosen by lot, according to the custom of the priesthood, to enter the sanctuary of
the Lord to offer incense. Now at the time of the incense offering, the whole assembly
of the people was praying outside. Then there appeared to him an angel of the Lord,
standing at the right side of the altar of incense. When Zechariah saw him, he was
terrified, and fear overwhelmed him. But the angel said to him, “Do not be afraid,
Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son,
and you will name him John. You will have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at
his birth, for he will be great in the sight of the Lord. He must never drink wine or
strong drink; even before his birth he will be filled with the Holy Spirit. He will turn
many of the people of Israel to the Lord their God. With the spirit and power of Elijah
he will go before him, to turn the hearts of parents to their children and the
disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous, to make ready a people prepared for the
Lord.” Zechariah said to the angel, “How can | know that this will happen? For | am an
old man, and my wife is getting on in years.” The angel replied, “I am Gabriel. | stand
in the presence of God, and | have been sent to speak to you and to bring you this
good news. But now, because you did not believe my words, which will be fulfilled in
their time, you will become mute, unable to speak, until the day these things occur.”

Meanwhile the people were waiting for Zechariah and wondering at his delay in the
sanctuary. When he did come out, he was unable to speak to them, and they realized
that he had seen a vision in the sanctuary. He kept motioning to them and remained
unable to speak. When his time of service was ended, he returned to his home.

After those days his wife Elizabeth conceived, and for five months she remained in
seclusion. She said, “This is what the Lord has done for me in this time, when he looked
favorably on me and took away the disgrace | have endured among my people.”

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called
Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of
David. The virgin’'s name was Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored
onel The Lord is with you.” But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered
what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary,
for you have found favor with God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and
bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son
of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David.
He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no
end.” Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since | am a virgin?”



The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most
High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called
Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son,
and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. For nothing will be
impossible with God.” Then Mary said, “Here am |, the servant of the Lord; let it be
with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her.

In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country,
where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth
heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with
the Holy Spirit and exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and
blessed is the fruit of your womb. And why has this happened to me, that the mother
of my Lord comes to me? For as soon as | heard the sound of your greeting, the child in
my womb leaped for joy. And blessed is she who believed that there would be a
fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.”

And Mary said,

“My soul magnifies the Lord,
and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
for he has looked with favor on the lowly state of his servant.
Surely from now on all generations will call me blessed,
for the Mighty One has done great things for me,
and holy is his name;
indeed, his mercy is for those who fear him
from generation to generation.
He has shown strength with his arm;
he has scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.
He has brought down the powerful from their thrones
and lifted up the lowly;
he has filled the hungry with good things
and sent the rich away empty.
He has come to the aid of his child Israel,
in remembrance of his mercy,
according to the promise he made to our ancestors,
to Abraham and to his descendants forever.”

This is the Good News!
Thanks be to God!

The assembly is seated.



Sermon Pastor Cindy Camp

We rise in body or spirit.

Hymn of the Day Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus ELW 254
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Advent Affirmation

We believe in God the Father, creator of heaven and earth.

The one who is full of patience, who is not afraid of silence,
who does not need to fill each moment with activity and noise.
The one who is beyond bluster and flurry,

and who does not push for attention.



We believe in God the Son, Savior of creation,

who slipped into Bethlehem one night, mostly unnoticed,
who lived thirty years without headlines or haste,

who frequently took time alone with his patient Father,

who waited for the right time to become the suffering servant,
who stood quietly before the noise of his accusers,

whose silence overpowered their words,

who died, then rose again on a quiet Sunday morning.

We believe in God the Holy Spirit,

who strengthens, empowers, renews and refreshes,
sometimes arriving with obvious power,
sometimes with the quiet breath of a whisper.

We believe in one God

who patiently waits for us,

and who longs for us to do the same.
Amen

Prayers of the People

Invitation to prayer:
As we prepare for Emmanuel, God-with-us,
let us pray for all people and places that long for God’s presence.

After each petition:
We are waiting, Jesus;
come and be with us soon.

Pastor’s closing prayer:

Savior of the nations, come, and receive these prayers
and the pleas of our hearts, in the name of Jesus Christ.
Amen



Peace

As Mary greeted Elizabeth, may we greet one another with love.
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace by saying,
“Peace be with you.”

The assembly is seated.

MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

During the Musical Offering, the gifts will be brought forward. You may remain seated.
If you wish you may leave your offering in the additional offering plates located on the
tables in the back of the sanctuary as you leave.

Musical Offering Mary Said Yes Leach, Shultz-Widmar

Adult Choir
Offering Prayer

Let us pray.

May these gifts glorify your name, Holy One. May the ministries we support bring
justice and peace to your world. May they offer faith and hope to your people. In
grateful joy we pray.

Amen

We rise in body or spirit.
Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Advent people, God looks in love upon you.

Our hearts overflow with the love God has poured into us.
Rejoice this day in the One who comes to save.

We join the chorus of the blessed who sing God’s praises.
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With all those who trusted in what was unseen,
and those who believed the best would come,
we join our voices in singing your Advent praise:

Sanctus Holy, Holy, Holy
A & . P I ] I I 1 I
FA N D BN S LA S N N I S RS B I R ER N
\\t_l‘ll-" a1 i i i 1 | = 1 i | | ‘\“-'.:d ._I 1 =
0 ho-ly, ho-ly, ho - 1lv, Lord! The God of hosts by 2l a - dored. The
Loud hal-le-lu-jahs to your name; an - gels and ser - a2 - phim pro-dam:; by
Q ﬁ I T 1 T T | | I T I | | !
oy e EE Al B
) et o= [ [ [
earth and heawvn's are full of thee; vour light, vour pow't, vowr ma - jes-tv. Re
al the pow'rs and thrones in heav'n, e - ter - nal praise is giv - en. Re-
ﬂ ﬁ = T — ! ! o — 1 1 ) —— T il |
LT T - e - t':mjiil!\ I .i i i ri‘ ii
) R R I * .
- joice, re-joice, O ho - ly Lord The God of hosts, by all a-dored.
- joice, re-joice, O ho - lv Lord. The God of hosts, by all a-dored.

Words of Institution
Word in Meal

As we prepare to celebrate Jesus’ birth, as we remember the gift of his resurrection,
we would tell of that mystery we call faith:

Christ was born, so that we might see hope in the flesh;

Christ lived, so that we might hear grace spoken aloud;

Christ died, so that we might feel the breaking of God’s heart;

Christ is risen, so that we might know promises are true;

Christ will come again, so that we might be blessed as God’s children.

Pour out your Spirit upon the gifts of this table and upon your children who gather for
your feast. In this place, we are filled with the strength of hope, so we may serve those
who hunger for goodness and grace. Restored by the cup of life, we can dare to go
out to empty ourselves for those who wander the streets of life, unnoticed by the rest
of the world.
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Lord’s Prayer

God in Community, Holy in One,
for you we wait, even as we pray:
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those

who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,

now and forever. Amen

Invitation to the table

God feeds us with tender mercy.
Come to the table.

The assembly is seated.

Distribution of communion

Agnus Dei Lamb of God
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Communion Hymn What Feast of Love ELW 487
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Communion Hymn God is Love ACS 1041
Repeat as needed
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We rise in body or spirit.
Prayer after communion

Let us pray.

Generous God, we thank you for the gift of life, for the bread of salvation.
We thank you for coming among us, for leading us into peace.

We thank you for showering us with mercy, for sending us into the world.
Come, Lord Jesus, and go with us as we feed the hungry in your name.
Amen



SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
Blessing

We have peeked at the light under the stable door.
Do you have the courage to unwrap the gift the Christmas Christ brings?

Go forth now and open the door to let love break forth.
Open the gift and give love to one another.
Open your heart and let hope, peace, joy and love enter in.

Amen
Sending Hymn Joy to the World ELW 267
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Dismissal

Be alert. Be faithful.

The day of the Lord is coming.
The kingdom of God is near.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude The Lord is Comel Smith

Please join in supporting our church's ministries using your preferred method of
giving:

Enroll in our on-line giving program, Simply Giving (recommended);
Mail your offering check to the church;

Text your offering to 610-981-1312;

Download our mobile app for recurring or one-time gifts;

Establish automatic contributions to the church using your bank's bill pay
service.

Additional information is located in the Stewardship section of the church s website at:
Ichsemmaus.org.
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