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Presentation of Our Lord

Sunday, February 2, 2025
8:30 am

The Holy Spirit Empowers Us for Ministry in Daily Life

Gathered by God’s grace and empowered by the Holy Spirit,
we invite and welcome all people to join us on our journey
to become more faithful ministers of Jesus Christ
in our homes, our communities, and the world.


http://www.lchsemmaus.org/
http://www.facebook.com/lchsemmaus

We welcome all who worship with us today.
Visitors are invited to sign the guest register located in the lobby.
If you are interested in joining our family of faith,
please talk with one of our Pastors or call the church office.

Children are welcome and celebrated!
The “Children’s Ministry” table and basket in the lobby
contains a variety of items for children’s use during worship.
Stop by to borrow a book or pick up some coloring sheets and crayons.

Please silence all communication devices.

Our services are live streamed and recorded. In-person attendance implies consent
to be included in the live streamed and recorded worship service.
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HOLY COMMUNION
All who believe in the presence of Jesus Christ in Holy Communion are welcome to receive
the Sacrament. To facilitate flow, the ushers invite people to come forward starting with
the back rows and working forward. You should come forward using the center aisle to
receive the elements in a continuous style from pastor and worship assistant. Afterward
you may choose to kneel or stand at the altar rail for a brief moment of prayer or return
to your seat up the side aisle, depositing your empty cup in the receptacle on your way.
Gluten free wafers are available. Our wine is grape juice so that all may freely receive.
Children may receive the sacrament if they have completed instruction with a pastor.
Children who do not commune may come forward for a blessing. Communion kits are
available at the usher stands for those who prefer to remain in their seats, and they will
be communed along with our Zoom worshippers at the beginning of distribution.



GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Gathering Music Nunc Dimittis Kemp
Jeff Goss, soloist
Frank Mattes, percussion
Welcome and Announcements
We rise in body or spirit.
Gathering Dialog — Psalm 84
How lovely is your dwelling place, Lord Almighty!
My soul yearns, even faints, for the courts of the Lord;

my heart and my flesh cry out for the living God.

Even the sparrow has found a home, and the swallow a nest for herself,
where she may have her young - a place near your altar,

Lord Almighty, my King and my God.
Blessed are those who dwell in your house; they are ever praising you.

Hear my prayer, Lord God Almighty; listen to me, God of Jacob.
Look on our shield, O God; look with favor on your anointed one.

Better is one day in your courts than a thousand elsewhere;
| would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell in the tents of the

wicked.

For the Lord God is a sun and shield; the Lord bestows favor and honor;
no good thing does he withhold from those whose walk is blameless.

Lord Almighty, blessed is the one who trusts in you.



Gathering Song We Are Marching in the Light of God
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Additional stanzas ad lib.:
We are dancing ...
We are praying ...
We are singing ...



Greeting and Prayer of the Day

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Let us pray.

God, source of all light, today you revealed to Simeon your light of revelation to the
nations and your only-begotten Son was presented this day in the temple. May we be
presented to you with clean and pure hearts by the same Jesus Christ, our great high
priest, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen

The assembly is seated.

WORD

God speaks to us in scripture readings, preaching and song.
Reading Malachi 3:1-4 Translation: NIV
A reading from Malachi.

“I will send my messenger, who will prepare the way before me. Then suddenly the
Lord you are seeking will come to his temple; the messenger of the covenant, whom
you desire, will come,” says the Lord Almighty. But who can endure the day of his
coming? Who can stand when he appears? For he will be like a refiner’s fire or a
launderer’s soap. He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver; he will purify the Levites
and refine them like gold and silver. Then the Lord will have men who will bring
offerings in righteousness, and the offerings of Judah and Jerusalem will be
acceptable to the Lord, as in days gone by, as in former years.

Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God!

We rise in body or spirit to welcome the gospel.
Gospel Luke 2:22-40 Translation: NIV

The Good News from Luke, the 2nd chapter.
Open our hearts, Lord.



When the time came for the purification rites required by the Law of Moses, Joseph and
Mary took him to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written in the Law of the
Lord, “Every firstborn male is to be consecrated to the Lord”), and to offer a sacrifice in
keeping with what is said in the Law of the Lord: “a pair of doves or two young pigeons.”

Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous and devout. He was
waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was on him. It had been revealed
to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not die before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah.
Moved by the Spirit, he went into the temple courts. When the parents brought in the child
Jesus to do for him what the custom of the Law required, Simeon took him in his arms and
praised God, saying:

“Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you may now dismiss your servant in peace.
For my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the sight of all nations:
a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and the glory of your people Israel.”

The child’s father and mother marveled at what was said about him. Then Simeon blessed
them and said to Mary, his mother: “This child is destined to cause the falling and rising of
many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be spoken against, so that the thoughts of many
hearts will be revealed. And a sword will pierce your own soul too.”

There was also a prophet, Anna, the daughter of Penuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was
very old; she had lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, and then was a
widow until she was eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped night and day,
fasting and praying. Coming up to them at that very moment, she gave thanks to God and
spoke about the child to all who were looking forward to the redemption of Jerusalem.

When Joseph and Mary had done everything required by the Law of the Lord, they
returned to Galilee to their own town of Nazareth. And the child grew and became

strong; he was filled with wisdom, and the grace of God was on him.

This is the Good News!
Thanks be to God!

The assembly is seated.

Sermon Pastor Tami Reichley

We rise in body or spirit.



Word in Song

A Story for All People

Verses 1,2, 5
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Prayers of the People

Invitation to prayer:
With the Spirit of Christ shining upon us,
let us boldly pray for the church, the world, and all of creation.

After each petition:
Lord, receive our prayers,
and let your light shine on us.

Pastor’s closing prayer:
We entrust our prayers to you, O God, in the sure and certain hope
that your promise is revealed among the people.
Amen

Peace
In the tender mercy of our God, the dayspring from on high has broken upon us,
to give light to those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death,

and to guide our feet into the way of peace.

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace by saying,
“Peace be with you.”

The assembly is seated.
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
During the Offering Song, the gifts will be brought forward. You may remain seated.

If you wish you may leave your offering in the additional offering plates located on the
tables in the back of the sanctuary as you leave.



Offering Song Born, Reborn ACS 956

Refrain
A 1 | I | |
e Pr—F—+f & & I I ot ] = ]
R 37— I | e o | 15 I
J ! I
Born, re - born! Born, re - born! Formed, re - formed!

|Q. | ] — I

3 "  —
o oSl rrir ey

Souls with glad - ness now a- domed! Born, re - born! Born,re-born!

| | = [ T — ]
a v rFE
Formed, re - formed! Praise our God for-ev - er - more!
n Il 'l
(DA | | | |
7 4 — I - -
Lo e 2 2 d f
J T 1 " '
1 Drown us. Drown us. Raise us. Raise us.
2 Name us. Name us. Heal us. Heal us.
0 | | | L N Refrain
p e o P P . o
[ [an N bl |l | | | I
7 I I f T [
S = =
Mark us.  Mark us. Claim us! Claim us!
Wash us. Wash us. Seal us! Seal us!

Offering Prayer

Let us pray.

As Joseph and Mary brought gifts to the temple in thanksgiving for the birth

of their son, so we offer tokens of our thankfulness for the blessings of that same Son.
Accept them for the sake of the Child who was presented this day,

Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen



We rise in body or spirit.

Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Words of Institution

Word in Meal

Guiding Spirit, as you moved over creation, come to bless this bread and cup,

and your children gathering around this Table. As we eat of the bread, may we be
nourished by your justice, to bring hope to all people. As we are filled with the Cup
of grace, may the seeds of righteousness planted deep within us, bloom that all
creation can be made whole. Then send us forth not as slaves to sin, but as servants
of salvation to those longing for new life.

Then, when the time comes, and we are all gathered in heaven, we will join hands
and dance around your table, singing our praises to Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
One God forever and ever.

Amen

Lord’s Prayer
Let us pray.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come, your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial

and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen



Invitation to the table

Come, eat this meal of gladness.
This is our Lord Jesus Christ who is the light that comes into the world to

enlighten all people.

The assembly is seated.

Distribution of communion

Communion Song

Jesus, the Light of the World
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Shine all a-round us by day and by night,

Je-sus, the Light of the world.



Communion Song

This Little Light of Mine
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let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.
let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.

We rise in body or spirit.
Prayer after communion

Let us pray.

Nourishing God, at this table you have refreshed us with holy gifts of food and drink.

Strengthen us for service, and send us out to embody your good news
of liberation and healing for the sake of the world.

In the name of Christ we pray.
Amen



Blessing

SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

The Spirit of the triune God T bless you with joy,
anoint you with compassion, and send you in love.

Amen

Sending Song Please see next page.

Dismissal

Go in peace and take the light of Christ with you to let it shine on all.
Thanks be to God.

Please join in supporting our church's ministries using your preferred method of giving:

Enroll in our on-line giving program, Simply Giving (recommended);
Mail your offering check to the church;

Text your offering to 610-981-1312;

Download our mobile app for recurring or one-time gifts;

Establish automatic contributions to the church using your bank's bill pay
service.

Additional information is located in the Stewardship section of the church s website at:
Ichsemmaus.org.



Sending Song

| Want to Walk as a Child of the Light
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Text Permissions: Portions of the Liturgy from: Bearers of Grace and Justice: Lectionary
Liturgies for Year C, © 2012, Thom M. Shuman; Connections Worship Companion, Year C,
Vol. 1, David Gambrell, editor, Reprinted by permission Westminster John Knox press ©
2021; The Abingdon Worship Annual 2025: Worship Planning Resources for Every Sunday of
the Year. Copyright © 2024 by Abingdon Press. Used by permission.

Bible translations currently used at worship in this parish: Contemporary English
Version (CEV) ©1995 by American Bible Society. New International Version (NIV) ©1973,
1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.® Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.
New Revised Standard Version, Updated Edition. Copyright © 2021 National Council of
Churches of Christ in the United States of American. Used by permission. All rights reserved
worldwide.

Primary liturgical resources from Sundays and Seasons.com. ©2020, 2017, 2014, 2011
Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress
Liturgies Annual License #20593.

Music permissions: All music reprinted and streamed with permission under Onelicense
A-701076, all rights reserved.

We Are Marching in the Light, Text and Tune Public Domain

A Story for All People, Text and music © 1999 Augsburg Fortress, One License #01462
Born, Reborn, Text and music © 2020 Augsburg Fortress, One License #AF20210379
Jesus the Light of the World, Text and music Public Domain

This Little Light of Mine, Text and music Public Domain

| Want to Walk as a Child of the Light, Text and Music © 1970, 1975 Celebration,
One License #00361
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