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Second Sunday of Easter 
April 27, 2025 

8:30 am 
 

The Holy Spirit Empowers Us for Ministry in Daily Life 
 

Gathered by God’s grace and empowered by the Holy Spirit, 
we invite and welcome all people to join us on our journey 

to become more faithful ministers of Jesus Christ 
in our homes, our communities, and the world. 
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We welcome all who worship with us today. 
Visitors are invited to sign the guest register located in the lobby. 

If you are interested in joining our family of faith, 
please talk with one of our Pastors or call the church office. 

 
Children are welcome and celebrated!   

The “Children’s Ministry” table and basket in the lobby  
contains a variety of items for children’s use during worship.  

Stop by to borrow a book or pick up some coloring sheets and crayons. 
 

Please silence all communication devices. 
 

Our services are live streamed and recorded. In-person attendance implies consent 
to be included in the live streamed and recorded worship service. 

 
************************************************ 

HOLY COMMUNION 
All who believe in the presence of Jesus Christ in Holy Communion are welcome to receive  
the Sacrament. To facilitate flow, the ushers invite people to come forward starting with     
the back rows and working forward. You should come forward using the center aisle to 
receive the elements in a continuous style from pastor and worship assistant. Afterward 

you may choose to kneel or stand at the altar rail for a brief moment of prayer or return 
to your seat up the side aisle, depositing your empty cup in the receptacle on your way. 
Gluten free wafers are available. Our wine is grape juice so that all may freely receive. 

Children may receive the sacrament if they have completed instruction with a pastor. 
Children who do not commune may come forward for a blessing. Communion kits are 

available at the usher stands for those who prefer to remain in their seats, and they will 
be communed along with our Zoom worshippers at the beginning of distribution. 
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GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

   
  
Gathering Music                    Walk by Faith  Camp 

Lisa Walton, soloist 
Glenn Hinderliter, percussionist 

 
 
Welcome and Announcements   
 
 
We rise in body or spirit. 
 
 
Easter Greeting and Gathering Dialog   
 
 Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
 Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 
 Alleluia! Celebrate God in this sacred space! 
 Celebrate God in all places under heaven! 
 Give God praise for God’s mighty deeds! 
 Give praise for God’s resurrecting power! 
  
 Praise God with a fanfare of trumpets! 
 Praise God with the harp and the cello! 
  
 Praise God with tambourines and dancing! 
 Praise God with flutes and guitars! 
  
 Praise God with cymbals and drums! 
 Let everything with life and breath praise God!   
 
 Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
 Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 Come, let us worship God! 
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Gathering Song                He Has Made Me Glad W&P 54 
 

 
 
 
Greeting and Prayer of the Day   

 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
  
We pray.   
God of the resurrection, you open the tomb  
and invite us to sing and dance in the new life you give us.  
In Jesus Christ, whose wounds are not erased but glorified in resurrection,  
touch our wounds that they may be transformed into channels of healing for 
others.  Holy Spirit, breathe into us the power to forgive so that all may have new 
life. In the name of Jesus we pray. 
Amen 
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The assembly is seated. 
 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture readings, preaching and song. 

 
 
Reading Acts 5:27-32      Translation: NRSV-UE 

 
A reading from Acts. 
 
When they had brought them, they had them stand before the council. The high priest 
questioned them, saying, “We gave you strict orders not to teach in this name, yet 
here you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching, and you are determined to bring 
this man’s blood on us.” But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey God 
rather than any human authority. The God of our ancestors raised up Jesus, whom you 
had killed by hanging him on a tree. God exalted him at his right hand as Leader and 
Savior that he might give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. And we are 
witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit whom God has given to those who 
obey him.” 
 
Word of God, Word of Life.   
Thanks be to God! 
 

 
We rise in body or spirit to welcome the gospel. 
 
 
Gospel John 20:19-31  Translation: NIV 

 
The Good News from John, the 20th chapter.  
Open our hearts, Lord. 
 
On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with 
the doors locked for fear of the Jewish leaders, Jesus came and stood among them 
and said, “Peace be with you!” After he said this, he showed them his hands and side. 
The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord. 
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Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.” 
And with that he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive 
anyone’s sins, their sins are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not 
forgiven.” 
 
Now Thomas (also known as Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with the disciples 
when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord!” 
 
But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where 
the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe.” 
 
A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them. Though 
the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with 
you!” Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your 
hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe.” 
 
Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!” 
 
Then Jesus told him, “Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those 
who have not seen and yet have believed.” 
 
Jesus performed many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not 
recorded in this book. But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the 
Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name. 
 
This is the Good News!   
Thanks be to God!  
  
 

The assembly is seated. 
 
 
Sermon                                                              Pastor Cindy Camp 
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We rise in body or spirit. 
 
 
Word in Song                          He Lives      Skinner, McClarney, & Smith 
 
See the tomb where He laid. See the stone rolled away. 
He is risen. He is risen. He's alive. 
See His hands, see His feet. Touch His scars and believe. 
He is risen. He is risen. He's alive. Oh He's alive. 
 
He lives.  All honor and power are His. 
All glory forever amen. Jesus lives. 
 
Hear the shackles breaking free. Hear the song of the redeemed. 
He is moving. He is moving. He's alive. 
So take this freedom, take this love. Can you feel it rising up? 
He is here. He is here. He's alive. 
 
CHORUS: He lives. All honor and power are His. 
All glory forever amen. Jesus. 
He lives. All honor and power are His. 
All glory forever amen. 
Jesus lives. Jesus lives. 
 
You took all our shame, left it in the grave 
We're forgiven, we're forgiven 
The work forever done, only by the blood 
It is finished, it is finished.   
 
CHORUS: He lives. All honor and power are His. 
All glory forever amen. Jesus. 
He lives. All honor and power are His. 
All glory forever amen. 
Jesus lives. Jesus lives. 
 
He is risen. He is risen. He's alive. 
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Nicene Creed   
  

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen 
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Prayers of the People  
  
 Invitation to prayer:   

God of resurrection and new life, we come before you in prayer for the church,  
the world, and all who are in need. 
 
After each petition: 
God, who is and was and is to be,  
receive our prayers. 
 

 Pastor’s closing prayer:   
We commend these and all our prayers to you, O God,  
trusting that you are always with us; in the name of Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. 
Amen 
 
 

Peace   
  
 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 And also with you. 
 
 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace by saying, 
“Peace be with you.” 

 
 
The assembly is seated. 
 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 
During the Offering Song, the gifts will be brought forward. You may remain seated. 
If you wish you may leave your offering in the additional offering plates located on the 
tables in the back of the sanctuary as you leave.  
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Offering Song                 I’m So Glad Jesus Lifted Me                     ELW 860  

 
 

 
Offering Prayer   
 
 We pray. 

Mighty God, pour out your Holy Spirit on these gifts.  
Bless them with your miraculous power, that they may become mighty gifts of love, 
justice, and peace – gifts with the powers to heal our world. In your name we pray. 
Amen 
 

 
We rise in body or spirit. 
 
 
Great Thanksgiving   

 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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From the rubble of chaos, you shaped a sanctuary for creation.  
You formed us in your image, your Holy Spirit breathed peace into us,  
inviting us into gardens of wonder.  
But we chose to hide ourselves behind the locked doors of sin and death.  
When we would not respond to your gracious invitations,  
Jesus came to free us from all sin. 
 
With our ancestors of faith, with our children and grandchildren,  
with everyone who sees you coming, we sing our glad praise to you: 
 
Holy, holy, holy are you, God of surpassing greatness. 
Everything that breathes praises you. 
Hosanna in the highest! 
 
Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest! 
 

 
Words of Institution 
 
 
Word in Meal 
 

Send your Spirit of holiness to transform these simple gifts into your grace surpassing 
all fear, and to bear witness of your enduring love.  
Through the bread which is broken, we are made whole once again,  
so we might minister to those who live behind the locked doors of oppression.  
By the cup which is shared, we are able to believe, even when we cannot see,  
that your peace is coming to everyone. 
 
And when our lives have ended, when we are gathered in grace and peace  
with our siblings from all time, we will join our hearts in praising you,  
God in Community, Holy in One, who was, who is, and who is to come. 
Amen 
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Lord’s Prayer   
 
God in Community, Holy in One, who is, who was, and who is to come,  
hear us as we pray as you have taught us: 
 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen 
 

 
Invitation to the table   
 
 Receive the gift of new life. 
 Come to the table of grace.  
  
 
  
The assembly is seated. 
 
 
Distribution of communion 
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Communion Song            Touch that Soothes and Heals ACS 939 
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Communion Song                   Praise the King  Voss, Bryce, Farren & Smith 
 
There's a reason why the curse of sin is broken. 
There's a reason why the darkness runs from light. 
There's a reason why we stand here now forgiven. 
Jesus is alive. 
 
There’s a reason why we are not overtaken. 
There’s a reason why we sing on through the night. 
There’s a reason why our hope remains eternal. 
Jesus is alive. 
 
CHORUS: Praise the King He is risen. Praise the King He's alive. 
Praise the King death's defeated. Hallelujah He's alive. Hallelujah He's alive. 
 
There's a reason why our hearts can be courageous. 
There's a reason why the dead are made alive. 
There's a reason why we share His resurrection. 
Jesus is alive. 
 
CHORUS: Praise the King He is risen. Praise the King He's alive. 
Praise the King death's defeated. Hallelujah He's alive. Hallelujah He's alive. 
 
The grave could not ignore it when all of heaven's roaring. 
Hell where is your victory? Death where is your sting? 
The world could not ignore it when all the saints are roaring 
Hell where is your victory? Death where is your sting?  
 
CHORUS: Praise the King He is risen. Praise the King He's alive. 
Praise the King death's defeated. Hallelujah He's alive. Hallelujah He's alive. 
 
Hallelujah He’s alive! Hallelujah He’s alive! Hallelujah He’s alive! 
 
 
 
We rise in body or spirit. 
 
 
 
 
 



15 

Prayer after communion   
  
 We pray. 
 Living One, in this feast you have made yourself known to us. 
 Send us now to tell of your wonders, sing of your glory, 
 and proclaim your risen life to a wounded and weary world. 

Amen 
 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
 
Blessing   
 

The triune God, who was, who is, and who is to come, 

Sovereign, ☩ Savior, and Spirit, 

light your way with resurrection dawn, 
now and always. 
Amen 

 
 
Sending Song Please see next page. 
 
 
Dismissal   
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Go in peace. In Christ you are made new. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
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Sending Song                        Christ Is Living  ACS 934 
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Please join in supporting our church's ministries using your preferred method of giving:  
 

• Enroll in our on-line giving program, Simply Giving (recommended);  

• Mail your offering check to the church;  

• Text your offering to 610-981-1312;  

• Download our mobile app for recurring or one-time gifts;  

• Establish automatic contributions to the church using your bank's bill pay 
service.  
 

Additional information is located in the Stewardship section of the church’s website at: 

lchsemmaus.org. 
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Text Copyright Permissions: Portions of the Liturgy from: The Abingdon Worship Annual 
2025: Worship Planning Resources for Every Sunday of the Year. Copyright © 2024 by 
Abingdon Press. Used by permission; Feasting on the Word, Reprinted by permission of 
Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting on the word Worship Companion. Copyright 
2015; Connections Worship Companion, Year C, Vol. 1, David Gambrell, editor, Reprinted 
by permission Westminster John Knox press © 2021; Before the Amen: Creative Resources 
for Worship, The Pilgrim Press, 2007 © Marin C. Tirabassi and Maria I. Tirabassi; Bearers 
of Grace and Justice: Lectionary Liturgies for Year C, Copyright © 2012 Thom M. Shuman. 
 
Bible translations currently used at worship in this parish: Contemporary English 
Version (CEV) ©1995 by American Bible Society. New International Version (NIV) ©1973, 
1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.® Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 
New Revised Standard Version, Updated Edition. Copyright © 2021 National Council of 
Churches of Christ in the United States of American. Used by permission. All rights 
reserved worldwide.  
 

Primary liturgical resources from Sundays and Seasons.com. ©2020, 2017, 2014, 2011 
Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress 
Liturgies Annual License #20593.  
 

Music permissions: All music reprinted and streamed with permission under OneLicense  
A-701076, all rights reserved.  
 
He Has Made Me Glad, © 1976 Maranatha! Music, admin. The Copyright Company, CCLI 
Song #1493. 
Praise the King, © 2014 Centricity Music Publishing | CentricSongs | For Me and My 
House Songs | Integrity's Alleluia! Music | Integrity's Praise! Music, CCLI Song # 7032344. 
I’m So Glad Jesus Lifted Me, Text and Music Public Domain. 
Touch that Soothes and Heals, Text © 2002 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights 
reserved., Music © 2008 Re:Create Music, admin. Faith Alive Christian Resources; One 
License #04803. 
This Is Amazing Grace, Jeremy Riddle | Josh Farro | Phil Wickham, © 2012 Phil Wickham 
Music; Seems Like Music; Sing My Songs; Bethel Music Publishing; WC Music Corp., CCLI 
Song # 6333821. 
Christ Is Living, Tune © 1962 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved. 
English text and arr. © 1999 Augsburg Fortress, One License #63002. 
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WORSHIP LEADERS 

Pastor Shari Duminy, Senior Pastor 
Pastor Tami K. Reichley, Associate Pastor 

Pastor Cindy Camp, Associate Pastor 
Deacon Melanie Werley, Director of Liturgy 
Deacon Reylene Starego, Director of Music 

Karin Kahler, Director Faith Formation for Children 
  
 

WORSHIP HELPERS 
 

Assisting Minister 
 Linda Devine 

 
Reader 

Emily Burke 
  

Communion Assistants 
 Sue Mathieu, Linda Devine 

 
Greeter 

Lorie Stout Sherman  
 

Usher 
Angie Niland 

 
Production/Technology Team 

Al Bauernschmidt, Chuck Coe, Max H., Glenn Hinderliter, Jeff Gross, Eric Kahler,  
Craig Kauffman, Bill Keane, Paige Mathieu, Tom Moessner, Bob Neitz, Bill Newill,  

Kristen Newill, Carol Osenbach, John Osenbach, Chris Pirrotta, Ev Reggie, 
 Diana Sorrentino, Bob Stevens, and Jimmy Lee Werley 

 
Altar Care  

Jennifer Wetzel, Kitti Berkheimer, Julie Timmcke, Lynn Snyder,  
Brenda Brookover, Linda Letts, Cindy Clark, Deb Stevens,  

Terri Hinderliter, Carol Osenbach, and Lynda Swartz  
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