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The Holy Spirit Empowers Us for Ministry in Daily Life 
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to become more faithful ministers of Jesus Christ 
in our homes, our communities, and the world. 
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2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We welcome all who worship with us today. 
Visitors are invited to sign the guest register located in the lobby. 

If you are interested in joining our family of faith, 
please talk with one of our Pastors or call the church office. 

 
Children are welcome and celebrated!   

The “Children’s Ministry” table and basket in the lobby  
contains a variety of items for children’s use during worship.  

Stop by to borrow a book or pick up some coloring sheets and crayons. 
 

Please silence all communication devices. 
 

Our services are live streamed and recorded. In-person attendance implies consent 
to be included in the live streamed and recorded worship service. 

 
************************************************ 

HOLY COMMUNION 
All who believe in the presence of Jesus Christ in Holy Communion are welcome to receive  
the Sacrament. To facilitate flow, the ushers invite people to come forward starting with     
the back rows and working forward. You should come forward using the center aisle to 
receive the elements in a continuous style from pastor and worship assistant. Afterward 

you may choose to kneel or stand at the altar rail for a brief moment of prayer or return 
to your seat up the side aisle, depositing your empty cup in the receptacle on your way. 
Gluten free wafers are available. Our wine is grape juice so that all may freely receive. 

Children who do not commune may come forward for a blessing. Communion kits are 
available at the usher stands for those who prefer to remain in their seats, and they will 

be communed along with our Zoom worshippers at the beginning of distribution. 
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GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
   
Gathering Music                 Liturgy Intro to ELW Setting 6 
 
 
Welcome and Announcements   
 
 
Please rise in body or spirit. 
 
 
Confession   
 
 Loving God,  

we yearn to be close to you and to dwell in your ever-present love.  
Be with us when our yearning seems unsatisfied.  
Great healer, bring us the help we most need.  
Wipe away our fears. Comfort us in our regrets. 
Forgive our mistakes. Strengthen us with healing and hope.  
Draw us so close to you, that we may never question your presence  
or have reason to be afraid.  

 
Before faith, we were locked away in our fear.  
But faith is ours through the grace of Christ.  
In this grace, we are no longer chained;  
we are no longer bound by demons, regrets, or sin.  
We are freed with love, freed to love, and freed to be loved.  
Amen 
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Gathering Hymn             Will You Come and Follow Me ELW 798 
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Greeting 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

  
Hymn of Praise                    Glory to God  ELW Setting 6 
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Prayer of the Day  
 
 We pray.   
 O Lord God, we bring before you the cries of a sorrowing world.  
 In your mercy set us free from the chains that bind us,  
 and defend us from everything that is evil,  
 through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
 Amen 
 
 
The assembly is seated. 
 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture readings, preaching and song. 

 
1st Reading Isaiah 65:1-9      Translation: NRSV-UE 
 

A reading from Isaiah. 
 
I was ready to be sought out by those who did not ask, 
    to be found by those who did not seek me. 
I said, “Here I am, here I am,” 
    to a nation that did not call on my name. 
I held out my hands all day long 
    to a rebellious people, 
who walk in a way that is not good, 
    following their own devices; 
a people who provoke me 
    to my face continually, 
sacrificing in gardens 
    and offering incense on bricks; 
who sit inside tombs 
    and spend the night in secret places; 
who eat the flesh of pigs, 
    with broth of abominable things in their vessels; 
who say, “Keep to yourself; 
    do not come near me, for I am too holy for you.” 
These are a smoke in my nostrils, 
    a fire that burns all day long. 
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See, it is written before me: 
    I will not keep silent, but I will repay; 
I will indeed repay into their laps 
    their iniquities and their ancestors’ iniquities together, 
            says the Lord; 
because they offered incense on the mountains 
    and reviled me on the hills, 
I will measure into their laps 
    full payment for their actions. 
Thus says the Lord: 
As the wine is found in the cluster, 
    and they say, “Do not destroy it, 
    for there is a blessing in it,” 
so I will do for my servants’ sake 
    and not destroy them all. 
I will bring forth descendants from Jacob 
    and from Judah inheritors of my mountains; 
my chosen shall inherit it, 
    and my servants shall settle there. 
 
Word of God, Word of Life.   
Thanks be to God! 

 
 
2nd Reading Galatians 3:23-29  Translation: NRSV-UE  
 

A reading from Galatians. 
 
Now before faith came, we were imprisoned and guarded under the law until faith 
would be revealed. Therefore the law was our disciplinarian until Christ came, 
 so that we might be reckoned as righteous by faith. But now that faith has come,  
we are no longer subject to a disciplinarian, for in Christ Jesus you are all children  
of God through faith. As many of you as were baptized into Christ have clothed 
yourselves with Christ. There is no longer Jew or Greek; there is no longer slave or 
free; there is no longer male and female, for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.  
And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s offspring, 
heirs according to the promise. 
 
Word of God, Word of Life.   
Thanks be to God! 
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Please rise in body or spirit to welcome the gospel. 
 
Gospel Acclamation                  Alleluia  ELW Setting 6 

 
Gospel Luke 8:26-39    Translation: NRSV-UE 
 

The holy gospel according to Luke, the 8th chapter.  
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Then they arrived at the region of the Gerasenes, which is opposite Galilee.  
As he stepped out on shore, a man from the city who had demons met him. For a long 
time he had not worn any clothes, and he did not live in a house but in the tombs. 
When he saw Jesus, he cried out and fell down before him, shouting, “What have you 
to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I beg you, do not torment me,” for 
Jesus had commanded the unclean spirit to come out of the man. (For many times it 
had seized him; he was kept under guard and bound with chains and shackles, but he 
would break the bonds and be driven by the demon into the wilds.) Jesus then asked 
him, “What is your name?” He said, “Legion,” for many demons had entered him.  
They begged him not to order them to go back into the abyss. 
 
Now there on the hillside a large herd of swine was feeding, and the demons begged 
Jesus to let them enter these. So he gave them permission. Then the demons came out 
of the man and entered the swine, and the herd stampeded down the steep bank into 
the lake and was drowned. 
 
When the swineherds saw what had happened, they ran off and told it in the city and 
in the country. Then people came out to see what had happened, and when they came 
to Jesus, they found the man from whom the demons had gone sitting at the feet of 
Jesus, clothed and in his right mind. And they became frightened. Those who had seen 
it told them how the one who had been possessed by demons had been healed.  
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Then the whole throng of people of the surrounding region of the Gerasenes asked 
Jesus to leave them, for they were seized with great fear. So he got into the boat and 
returned. The man from whom the demons had gone out begged that he might be with 
him, but Jesus sent him away, saying, “Return to your home, and declare how much 
God has done for you.” So he went away, proclaiming throughout the city how much 
Jesus had done for him. 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
The assembly is seated. 
 
Sermon                                                              Pastor Shari Duminy 
 
Please rise in body or spirit. 
 
Hymn of the Day                   Cast Out, O Christ                       ACS 1016 
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Sacrament of Holy Baptism     Cesare Alexander      
 
Presentation 
 

We enter the Christian community in and through baptism.  
We are human, sin and fall short of all that God hopes we will be and 
all that the world needs us to be.  
 
God is a forgiving God who draws us into the cleansing baptismal water with Christ.  
With the water and the Word, the Spirit blows into us and we become  
a beloved child of God.  
 
Our baptism is followed by a lifelong journey of being nurtured and formed by the 
Word as taught through our family, affirmed by us, and experienced in and through 
the presence of Christ in worship, water, Word, wine, bread, and prayer.  
In our baptism, we are called to the mission of Christ,  
to be disciples in our daily lives for the sake of the world.  

 
Trusting in the grace and love of God, Cesare and Catherine,  
do you desire to have Cesare baptized? 
Response: We do. 

 
 Cesare and Catherine, as you present Cesare to receive the gift of baptism,  
 you are entrusted with these responsibilities: 

 
   to live with him among God's faithful people, 
   bring him to the word of God and the holy supper, 
   teach him the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments, 
   place in his hands the holy scriptures, 
   and nurture him in faith and prayer, 
   so that he may learn to trust God, proclaim Christ through word and deed, 
   care for others and the world God made, and work for justice and peace. 
 

Cesare and Catherine, do you promise to help Cesare grow in the Christian  
faith and life? 
Response: I do. 
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 Brittany and Troy, do you promise to nurture Cesare in the Christian faith as you are 
empowered by God’s Spirit, and to help him live in the covenant of baptism and in 
communion with the church? 

 Response: I do. 
 

People of God, do you promise to support, nurture, teach, pray and welcome Cesare 
in his new life in Christ?   
We do. 

 
 
Affirmation of Faith 
 

 
Cesare and Catherine, I ask you to reject sin, affirm your faith in Christ,  
and proclaim the faith of the church. 
 
Do you reject the devil and all the forces that defy God,  
the powers of this world that rebel against God,  
and the ways of sin that draw you from God? 
Response: We do. 

 
With the whole church, let us confess our faith, the faith in which we baptize. 
People of God, do you believe in God the Father? 
Yes, I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
Yes, I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;  
he descended to the dead.  
On the third day he rose again;  
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
Yes, I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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Baptism 
 

We give you thanks, God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters  
and you created the world by your Word, calling forth life. 

 
Send your Holy Spirit into this water and on all who are washed in it,  
that they may be given new life.  
To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.  
Amen 

 
Cesare Alexander, you are baptized in the name of the Father,  
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  
Amen 
 
We pray.  
Sustain Cesare Alexander with the gift of your Holy Spirit: 
the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
the spirit of counsel and might,  
the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, 
the spirit of joy in your presence, 
both now and forever.  
Amen 

 
 Cesare Alexander, child of God, you are sealed by the Holy Spirit  
 and marked with the cross of Christ forever. Amen 
 

 Cesare Alexander, child of God, you are clothed in Christ.  
 All who are baptized into Christ have put on Christ. Amen 

 
 
Welcome 
 

Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works  
and glorify our Father in heaven.  Let us welcome the newly baptized.  

 
We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share:  
join us in giving thanks and praise to God, 
as we bear God's creative and renewing Word to all the world. 
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Baptism Welcome Song           Lord, Be Glorified                 ELW 744 
 

 
 
 
Prayers of the People  
  
 Invitation to prayer:   

Drawn into the embrace of the holy Trinity,  
we lift our prayers for the wholeness of the church, the world, and all creation. 
 
After each petition: 
Lord, receive our prayer,  
and open us to your wholeness and healing. 
 

 Pastor’s closing prayer:   
Gather all our prayers in your mercy, O God, through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen 

               
Peace   
  
 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 And also with you. 
 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace by saying, 
“Peace be with you.” 
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The assembly is seated. 
 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 
During the Musical Offering, the gifts will be brought forward. You may remain seated. 
If you wish you may leave your offering in the additional offering plates located on the 
tables in the back of the sanctuary as you leave.  
 
 
Musical Offering                We Are An Offering     ELW 692 
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Offering Prayer   
 
 We pray. 

Creator God, in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good  
and the harvest is plentiful. 
Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth and our labor,  
that we may work for the good of all; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen 

 
Please rise in body or spirit. 
 
Great Thanksgiving   
 

The Lord be with you.   
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.   
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
Sanctus                             Holy, Holy, Holy  ELW Setting 6 
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 Holy God, you alone are holy, you alone are God. The universe declare your praise: 
 beyond the stars; beneath the sea; within each cell; with every breath. 
 We praise you, O God. 
 
 Generations bless your faithfulness: through the water; by night and day; across the 

wilderness; out of exile; into the future. 
 We bless you, O God. 
 
 We give you thanks for your dear Son: at the heart of human life; near to those who 

suffer; beside the sinner; among the poor; with us now. 
 We thank you, O God. 
 
Words of Institution 
 
Word in Meal 
 
 We pray for the gift of your Spirit: in our gathering;  
 within this meal; among your people; throughout the world. 
 
 Blessing, praise and thanks to you, holy God, through Christ Jesus,  
 by your Spirit, in your church, without end. 
 Amen 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
 

We pray. 
 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen 
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Invitation to the table   
 

The kingdom of God is set before you. 
Eat and rejoice. 

 
 
The assembly is seated. 
 
 
Agnus Dei                           Lamb of God  ELW Setting 6 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



19 

Communion Hymn              One Bread, One Body ELW 496 
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Communion Hymn       Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness ELW 843 
 

 
 
 
Please rise in body or spirit. 
 
Prayer after communion   
 
 Let us pray. 

Mothering God, you gathered us to your table and we drank deeply of your grace. 
Send us out by your Spirit to love our neighbors as ourselves and proclaim your love in 
Jesus’ name. 

 Amen 
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SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
Blessing   
 

The love of God abound in you; 
the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your hearts; 
and the life of the Spirit 

☩ bless you and give you peace. 

Amen 
 

 
Sending Hymn                     Let Us Enter In  ACS 985 
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Dismissal   
 

Go in peace. Live by the Spirit. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

 
Sending Music                    Trumpet Gigue     Young 
   
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Please join in supporting our church's ministries using your preferred method of giving:  
 

• Enroll in our on-line giving program, Simply Giving (recommended);  

• Mail your offering check to the church;  

• Text your offering to 610-981-1312;  

• Download our mobile app for recurring or one-time gifts;  

• Establish automatic contributions to the church using your bank's bill pay 
service.  
 

Additional information is located in the Stewardship section of the church’s website at: 

lchsemmaus.org. 
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Text Copyright Permissions:   
The Abingdon Worship Annual 2025: Worship Planning Resources for Every Sunday of the 
Year.  Copyright © 2024 by Abingdon Press. Used by permission; Feasting on the Word, 
Reprinted by permission of Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting on the word 
Worship Companion.  Copyright 2015; Connections Worship Companion, Year C, Vol. 2, 
David Gambrell, editor, Reprinted by permission Westminster John Knox press © 2022; 
Before the Amen: Creative Resources for Worship, The Pilgrim Press, 2007 © Marin C. 
Tirabassi and Maria I. Tirabassi; Bearers of Grace and Justice: Lectionary Liturgies for Year 
C, Copyright © 2012 Thom M. Shuman; All Creation Sings Communion Liturgy Setting 11,  
Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. 
 
Bible translations currently used at worship in this parish: Contemporary English 
Version (CEV) ©1995 by American Bible Society.  New International Version (NIV) 
©1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.® Used by permission. All rights reserved 
worldwide. New Revised Standard Version, Updated Edition. Copyright © 2021 National 
Council of Churches of Christ in the United States of American. Used by permission. All 
rights reserved worldwide.  
 
Primary liturgical resources from Sundays and Seasons.com. ©2020, 2017, 2014, 2011 
Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress 
Liturgies Annual License #20593.  
 
Music permissions: All music reprinted and streamed with permission under OneLicense  
A-701076, all rights reserved.  
Will You Come and Follow Me, Text © 1987 Iona Community, admin. GIA Publications, Inc., 
7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.1358. All rights 
reserved. Used by permission. One License #00076.  Music Public Domain. 
Cast Out, O Christ, Text © 2006 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved. 
Arr. © 1969 Concordia Publishing House, cph.org. All rights reserved.  One License #57563. 
We Are An Offering, Text and music © 1984 Word Music, LLC. All rights reserved. Used By 
Permission.  CCLI #16220. 
One Bread, One Body, Text and music © 1978 John B. Foley, SJ and OCP Publications, 5536 
NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights reserved. Used with permission. One License 
#230252. 
Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness, Text © 1987 Hope Publishing Company, Carol 
Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission. One License #01102.  Music Public 
Domain. 
Let Us Enter In, Text and music © 1983 Ray Makeever, admin. Augsburg Fortress. One License 
#11030. 
Lord, Be Glorified, Text and music © 1978 Bob Kilpatrick Music, assigned 1998 to The Lorenz 
Corporation. All rights reserved.  One License #77264. 
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