The Lutheran Church of the Holy Spirit

An ELCA, Reconciling in Christ, and Rejoicing Spirits congregation
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‘So it is with those
who store up treasures
for themselves but are

not richiteward God."

Eighth Sunday after Pentecost
August 3, 2025
10:45 am

The Holy Spirit Empowers Us for Ministry in Daily Life

Gathered by God'’s grace and empowered by the Holy Spirit,
we invite and welcome all people to join us on our journey
to become more faithful ministers of Jesus Christ
in our homes, our communities, and the world.


http://www.lchsemmaus.org/
http://www.facebook.com/lchsemmaus

We welcome all who worship with us today.
Visitors are invited to sign the guest register located in the lobby.
If you are interested in joining our family of faith,
please talk with one of our Pastors or call the church office.

Children are welcome and celebrated!
The “Children’s Ministry” table and basket in the lobby
contains a variety of items for children’s use during worship.
Stop by to borrow a book or pick up some coloring sheets and crayons.

Please silence all communication devices.

Our services are live streamed and recorded. In-person attendance implies consent
to be included in the live streamed and recorded worship service.
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HOLY COMMUNION
All who believe in the presence of Jesus Christ in Holy Communion are welcome to receive
the Sacrament. To facilitate flow, the ushers invite people to come forward starting with
the back rows and working forward. You should come forward using the center aisle to
receive the elements in a continuous style from pastor and worship assistant. Afterward
you may choose to kneel or stand at the altar rail for a brief moment of prayer or return
to your seat up the side aisle, depositing your empty cup in the receptacle on your way.
Gluten free wafers are available. Our wine is grape juice so that all may freely receive.
Children who do not commune may come forward for a blessing. Communion kits are
available at the usher stands for those who prefer to remain in their seats, and they will
be communed along with our Zoom worshippers at the beginning of distribution.
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GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Gathering Music A Living Prayer arr. Gulia
Douglas Helfrich, solo

Welcome and Announcements
Please rise in body or spirit.

Confession

In the name of the Father,

and of the *F Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen

Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Merciful God,

you free us to love others, but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own way.
You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace,

but we turn away from the abundant life you offer.

You surround us with patience, kindness, and generosity,

but we grow weary in doing what is right.

In your mercy, forgive us. Do not give up on us.

Heal us, break our bonds, and show us the path of life.

Amen

You belong to Christ Jesus and you are God’s children through faith.

In the cross of *F Christ, and through the power of the Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven. Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation.
Amen
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Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.



Hymn of Praise

Glory to God ELW Setting 6
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Prayer of the Day

We pray.

Benevolent God, you are the source, the guide, and the goal of our lives.
Teach us to love what is worth loving, to reject what is offensive to you,
and to treasure what is precious in your sight, through Jesus Christ,

our Savior and Lord. Amen

The assembly is seated.



WORD

God speaks to us in scripture readings, preaching and song.
1t Reading Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14; 2:18-23 Translation: NRSV-UE
A reading from Ecclesiastes.

Vanity of vanities, says the Teacher, vanity of vanities! All is vanity.

I, the Teacher, was king over Israel in Jerusalem. | applied my mind to seek and to
search out by wisdom all that is done under heaven; it is an unhappy business that
God has given to humans to be busy with. | saw all the deeds that are done under the
sun, and see, all is vanity and a chasing after wind. | hated all my toil in which | had
toiled under the sun, seeing that | must leave it to my successor, and who knows
whether he will be wise or foolish? Yet he will be master of all for which | toiled and
used my wisdom under the sun. This also is vanity. So | turned and gave my heart up to
despair concerning all the toil of my labors under the sun, because sometimes one who
has toiled with wisdom and knowledge and skill must leave all to be enjoyed by
another who did not toil for it. This also is vanity and a great evil. What do mortals
get from all the toil and strain with which they toil under the sun2 For all their days are
full of pain, and their work is a vexation; even at night their minds do not rest. This
also is vanity.

Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God!

2nd Reading Colossians 3:1-11 Translation: NRSV-UE

A reading from Colossians.

So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is,
seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on the things that are above, not on
the things that are on earth, for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ

in God. When Christ who is your life is revealed, then you also will be revealed

with him in glory. Put to death, therefore, whatever in you is earthly: sexual immorality,
impurity, passion, evil desire, and greed (which is idolatry). On account of these the
wrath of God is coming on those who are disobedient. These are the ways you also
once followed, when you were living that life. But now you must get rid of all such
things: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and abusive language from your mouth.

Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have stripped off the old self with its
practices and have clothed yourselves with the new self, which is being renewed in



knowledge according to the image of its creator. In that renewal there is no longer
Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian,
enslaved and free, but Christ is all and in all!

Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God!

Please rise in body or spirit to welcome the gospel.

Gospel Acclamation Alleluia ELW Setting 6
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Gospel Luke 12:13-21 Translation: NRSV-UE

The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the family
inheritance with me.” But he said to him, “Friend, who set me fo be a judge or
arbitrator over you2” And he said to them, “Take care! Be on your guard against all
kinds of greed, for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of possessions.”

Then he told them a parable: “The land of a rich man produced abundantly.

And he thought to himself, “What should | do, for | have no place to store my crops?’
Then he said, ‘I will do this: | will pull down my barns and build larger ones,

and there | will store all my grain and my goods. And | will say to my soul, Soul,
you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.’

But God said to him, ‘You fooll This very night your life is being demanded of you.
And the things you have prepared, whose will they be?’ So it is with those who

store up treasures for themselves but are not rich toward God.”

The gospel of our Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.



The assembly is seated.

Sermon

Please rise in body or spirit.

Pastor Shari Duminy
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Prayers of the People

Invitation to prayer:
With all creation, we join our voice to the voice of the whole church
and pray for the needs of the world.

After each petition:
We pray to you for comfort, healing and peace, saying,
Gracious God, hear our prayer

Pastor’s closing prayer:

Trusting in your love, we place our prayer and hope in you,
in the name of Jesus Christ.

Amen

Peace

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace by saying,

“Peace be with you.”

The assembly is seated.

MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

During the Offering Hymn, the gifts will be brought forward. You may remain seated.
If you wish you may leave your offering in the additional offering plates located on the
tables in the back of the sanctuary as you leave.



Offering Hymn We Plow the Fields and Scatter
Verse 1
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Offering Prayer

We pray.

Creator God,

in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good

and the harvest is plentiful.

Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth
and our labor,

that we may work for the good of all;

through Jesus Christ, our Savior.

Amen

Please rise in body or spirit.

Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave,

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:



Sanctus

Holy, Holy, Holy
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comes in the name of the Lord.

Holy God,
you alone are holy, you alone are God.

The universe declares your praise:
beyond the stars; beneath the seq;
within each cell; with every breath.
We praise you, O God.

Generations bless your faithfulness:
through the water; by night and day;
across the wilderness; out of exile;
into the future.

We bless you, O God.

We give you thanks for your dear Son:

Ho - san-na in the high - est.

at the heart of human life; near to those who suffer;

beside the sinner; among the poor;
with us now.

We thank you, O God.



Words of Institution

Word in Meal

Remembering his love for us

on the way, at the table,

and to the end, we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

We pray for the gift of your Spirit:
in our gathering; within this meal;
among your people; throughout the world.

Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy God,
through Christ Jesus, by your Spirit,

in your church, without end.

Amen

Lord’s Prayer
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those

who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen



Invitation to the table

God’s table is set before you.
Eat and rejoice.

The assembly is seated.
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Communion Hymn

Build a Longer Table

ACS 1062
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Communion Hymn

Break Now the Bread of Life

ELW 515
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Please rise in body or spirit.

all
with you

Prayer after communion

We pray.
Mothering God,
you gathered us to your table

and we drank deeply of your grace.
Send us out by your Spirit
to love our neighbors as ourselves

and proclaim your love in Jesus’ name.

Amen

fet - ters fall;
a - bove;

and
teach me to

I shall find my peace, my All - in - All!
love your truth, for you are

love.



SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

Blessing

The love of God abound in you;
the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your hearts;
and the life of the Spirit

*F bless you and give you peace.

Amen
Sending Hymn In Christ There Is No East of West ELW 650
n } 1
)74 | | | 10 | IN | | |
fen) g o o @’ # & g ' -
A\3Y P hd o— [ I et [ e
J & 1 ' — '
1 In Christ there is no east or west, in him no south or north,
2 In Christ shall true hearts ev-’ry-where their high com-mu - nion find;
3 Join hands, dis - ci - ples of the faith, what-e’er your race may be.
4 In Christ now meet both east and west, in him meet south and north;
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but one com-mu-ni - ty of love through-out the whole wide earth.
his ser-vice is the gold-en cord close bind - ing hu - man-kind.
All chil-dren of the Iliv-ing God are sure - ly kin to me.

all Christ-ly souls are one in him through-out the whole wide earth.

Dismissal

Go in peace. Live by the Spirit.
Thanks be to God.

Sending Music Toccata in F Major Buxtehude



Please join in supporting our church's ministries using your preferred method of giving:

Enroll in our on-line giving program, Simply Giving (recommended);
Mail your offering check to the church;

Text your offering to 610-981-1312;

Download our mobile app for recurring or one-time gifts;

Establish automatic contributions to the church using your bank's bill pay
service.

Additional information is located in the Stewardship section of the church s website at:
Ichsemmaus.org.

Text Copyright Permissions:

Bible translations currently used at worship in this parish: Contemporary English
Version (CEV) ©1995 by American Bible Society. New International Version (NIV)
©1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.® Used by permission. All rights reserved
worldwide. New Revised Standard Version, Updated Edition. Copyright © 2021 National
Council of Churches of Christ in the United States of American. Used by permission. All
rights reserved worldwide.

Primary liturgical resources from Sundays and Seasons.com. ©2020, 2017, 2014, 2011
Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress
Liturgies Annual License #20593.

Music permissions: All music reprinted and streamed with permission under Onelicense
A-701076, all rights reserved.

Lead Me, Guide Me, Text and music © 1953 Doris Akers. All rights administered by
Unichappell Music, Inc. International Copyright Secured. All Rights Reserved.

One License #270630.

Son of God, Eternal Savior, Text and Music Public Domain.

We Plow the Fields and Scatter, Text and Music Public Domain.

Build A Longer Table, Text © 2018 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved.
One License #11922.

Break Now the Bread of Life, Text and Music Public Domain.

In Christ There Is No East or West, Text and Music Public Domain.
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