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Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 
August 31, 2025 

10:45 am 
 

The Holy Spirit Empowers Us for Ministry in Daily Life 
 

Gathered by God’s grace and empowered by the Holy Spirit, 
we invite and welcome all people to join us on our journey 

to become more faithful ministers of Jesus Christ 
in our homes, our communities, and the world. 

http://www.lchsemmaus.org/
http://www.facebook.com/lchsemmaus
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We welcome all who worship with us today. 
Visitors are invited to sign the guest register located in the lobby. 

If you are interested in joining our family of faith, 
please talk with one of our Pastors or call the church office. 

 
Children are welcome and celebrated!   

The “Children’s Ministry” table and basket in the lobby  
contains a variety of items for children’s use during worship.  

Stop by to borrow a book or pick up some coloring sheets and crayons. 
 

Please silence all communication devices. 
 

Our services are live streamed and recorded. In-person attendance implies consent 
to be included in the live streamed and recorded worship service. 

 
************************************************ 

HOLY COMMUNION 
All who believe in the presence of Jesus Christ in Holy Communion are welcome to receive  
the Sacrament. To facilitate flow, the ushers invite people to come forward starting with     
the back rows and working forward. You should come forward using the center aisle to 
receive the elements in a continuous style from pastor and worship assistant. Afterward 

you may choose to kneel or stand at the altar rail for a brief moment of prayer or return 
to your seat up the side aisle, depositing your empty cup in the receptacle on your way. 
Gluten free wafers are available. Our wine is grape juice so that all may freely receive. 

Children who do not commune may come forward for a blessing. Communion kits are 
available at the usher stands for those who prefer to remain in their seats, and they will 

be communed along with our Zoom worshippers at the beginning of distribution. 
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GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
   
 
Gathering Music                     How Beautiful  Paris 

Vi Ballard, solo 
 
 
Welcome and Announcements   
 
 
Please rise in body or spirit. 
 
 
Gathering Dialog (Psalm 112)   
 

Praise the Lord! 
Happy are those who worship the Lord  
and delight in God’s commandments. 
 
The Lord looks with favor on those who deal generously  
and conduct their affairs with justice. 
The righteous will never be moved; 
they will be remembered forever. 
 
They have distributed freely;  
they have shared their goods with the poor. 
The righteousness endures forever. 
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Gathering Hymn                    God Is Here!  ELW 526 
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Greeting 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

  
Hymn of Praise                      Glory to God  ELW Setting 6 
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Prayer of the Day 
 
 We pray.   

O God, you resist those who are proud and give grace to those who are humble.  
Give us the humility of your Son, that we may embody the generosity of Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord. 
Amen 
 

The assembly is seated. 
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WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture readings, preaching and song. 

 
 
1st Reading Proverbs 25:6-7    Translation: CEV  
 

A reading from Proverbs. 
 
Don't try to seem important in the court of a ruler. It's better for the ruler to give you a 
high position than for you to be embarrassed in front of royal officials. Be sure you 
are right. 
 
Word of God, Word of Life.   
Thanks be to God!  
 

 
2nd Reading Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16  Translation: CEV 
 

A reading from Hebrews. 
 
Keep being concerned about each other as the Lord's followers should. 
Be sure to welcome strangers into your home. By doing this, some people have 
welcomed angels as guests, without even knowing it. 
Remember the Lord's people who are in jail and be concerned for them. Don't forget 
those who are suffering, but imagine you are there with them. 
Have respect for marriage. Always be faithful to your partner, because God will 
punish anyone who is immoral or unfaithful in marriage. 
Don't fall in love with money. Be satisfied with what you have. The Lord has promised 
that he will not leave us or desert us. This should make you feel like saying, 
“The Lord helps me!  Why should I be afraid of what people can do to me?” 
Don't forget about your leaders who taught you God's message.  
Remember what kind of lives they lived and try to have faith like theirs. 
Jesus Christ never changes! He is the same yesterday, today, and forever. 
 
Word of God, Word of Life.   
Thanks be to God! 

 
 
Please rise in body or spirit to welcome the gospel. 
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Gospel Acclamation                    Alleluia  ELW Setting 6 

 
Gospel Luke 14:1, 7-14    Translation: CEV  
 

The holy gospel according to Luke.  
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
One Sabbath, Jesus was having dinner in the home of an important Pharisee, and 
everyone was carefully watching Jesus.  Jesus saw how the guests had tried to take 
the best seats. So he told them: When you are invited to a wedding feast, don't sit in 
the best place. Someone more important may have been invited. Then the one who 
invited you will come and say, “Give your place to this other guest!” You will be 
embarrassed and will have to sit in the worst place. When you are invited to be a 
guest, go and sit in the worst place. Then the one who invited you may come and say, 
“My friend, take a better seat!” You will then be honored in front of all the other 
guests. If you put yourself above others, you will be put down. But if you humble 
yourself, you will be honored. Then Jesus said to the man who had invited him: 
When you give a dinner or a banquet, don't invite your friends and family and 
relatives and rich neighbors. If you do, they will invite you in return, and you will be 
paid back. When you give a feast, invite the poor, the paralyzed, the lame, and the 
blind. They cannot pay you back. But God will bless you and reward you when his 
people rise from death. 
 
The gospel of our Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
The assembly is seated. 
 
 
Sermon             Deacon Reylene Starego 
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Please rise in body or spirit. 
 
Hymn of the Day                    All Are Welcome  ELW 641 

Verses 1, 4, 5 
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Prayers of the People  
  
 Invitation to prayer:   

Let us pray for the church, the creation,  
and the whole people of God,  
for God is near. 
 
After each petition: 
God of humility and hospitality,  
receive our prayer. 

  
 Pastor’s closing prayer:   

Confident in God’s presence and promise, we entrust our prayers  
to the one who always receives them;  
through Jesus Christ, our wisdom and companion. 
Amen 

 
 
Peace   
 
 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 And also with you. 
 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace by saying, 
“Peace be with you.” 

 
The assembly is seated. 
 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 
During the Offering Hymn, the gifts will be brought forward. You may remain seated. 
If you wish you may leave your offering in the additional offering plates located on the 
tables in the back of the sanctuary as you leave.  
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Offering Hymn              We Plow the Fields and Scatter                  ELW 681 
Verse 1 
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Offering Prayer   
 
 We pray. 

Creator God, in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good and the harvest is 
plentiful. Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth and our labor,  
that we may work for the good of all; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen 
 

Please rise in body or spirit. 
 
Great Thanksgiving   
 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 
Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious  
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of 
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and 
join their unending hymn: 
 

Sanctus                           Holy, Holy, Holy                      ELW Setting 6 
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Holy God, mighty and merciful, 
your people praise you, saying: 
Your mercy endures forever. 
  
By your promise 
you bound yourself to earth and all its creatures, 
granting them life and calling them to flourish, 
setting the sign of your bow in the clouds, 
the colors of your love and faithfulness. 
Your mercy endures forever. 
  
By your promise 
you bound yourself to your people of old, 
blessing them with family outnumbering the stars 
and calling them to be a blessing to others, 
showing them steadfast love in every generation 
and calling them to be a light to the nations. 
Your mercy endures forever. 
 
By your promise 
you joined us to Jesus, your Beloved, 
grafting us into your living vine, 
and calling us to bear the fruit of your self-giving love. 

 
 
Words of Institution 
 

Send your Holy Spirit upon us and these gifts of bread and wine. 
Bless us to be a blessing. 
Make us a sign of your faithfulness. 
Send us to tend and cherish the earth 
and to serve the world with mercy and love. 
  
With all the saints in light, with the earth and all its creatures, 
with sun and moon and stars, 
we praise you, O God, through Christ Jesus, 
in your Spirit, now and forever. 
Amen 
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Lord’s Prayer   
 

We pray. 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen 

 
 
Invitation to the table   
 

God’s table is set before you. 
Eat and rejoice. 

 
 
The assembly is seated. 
 
Agnus Dei                          Lamb of God  ELW Setting 6 
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Communion Hymn                 O Christ the Same  ELW 760 
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Communion Hymn          As We Gather at Your Table ELW 522 
 

 
 
Please rise in body or spirit. 
 
Prayer after communion   
 
 Let us pray. Mothering God, 

you gathered us to your table and we drank deeply of your grace. 
Send us out by your Spirit to love our neighbors as ourselves 
and proclaim your love in Jesus’ name. 

 Amen 
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SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
Blessing   
 

The love of God abound in you; 
the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your hearts; 
and the life of the Spirit 

☩ bless you and give you peace. 

Amen 
 
 

Sending Song Please see next page. 
 
 

Dismissal   
 

Go in peace. Live by the Spirit. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
 
Sending Music                          Fugue  Clerembault 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please join in supporting our church's ministries using your preferred method of giving:  
 

• Enroll in our on-line giving program, Simply Giving (recommended);  

• Mail your offering check to the church;  

• Text your offering to 610-981-1312;  

• Download our mobile app for recurring or one-time gifts;  

• Establish automatic contributions to the church using your bank's bill pay service.  
 

Additional information is located in the Stewardship section of the church’s website at: 

lchsemmaus.org. 
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Sending Hymn            If You But Trust in God to Guide You ELW 769 
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Text Copyright Permissions:   
Bible translations currently used at worship in this parish: Contemporary English Version (CEV) 
©1995 by American Bible Society.  New International Version (NIV) ©1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 
by Biblica, Inc.® Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. New Revised Standard 
Version, Updated Edition. Copyright © 2021 National Council of Churches of Christ in the United 
States of American. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.  
 
Primary liturgical resources from Sundays and Seasons.com. ©2020, 2017, 2014, 2011 Augsburg 
Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual 
License #20593.  
 
Music permissions: All music reprinted and streamed with permission under One License  
A-701076, all rights reserved.  
 

God Is Here!, Text © 1979 and music © 1942, Ren. 1970 Hope Publishing Company, 

Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.  One License #16635. 

All Are Welcome, Text and music © 1994 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., 

Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved.  

Used by permission. One License #00004. 

We Plow the Fields and Scatter, Text and Music Public Domain. 

O Christ the Same, Text © 1984 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All 
rights reserved. Used by permission. Music Public Domain. 
As We Gather at Your Table, Text © 1989 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 

60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.  One License #00015. 

If You but Trust in God to Guide You, Text © 1978, 2006 Augsburg Fortress,  

One License #61631.  Music Public Domain. 
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
WORSHIP LEADERS 

Pastor Shari Duminy, Senior Pastor 
Pastor Tami K. Reichley, Associate Pastor 

Pastor Cindy Camp, Associate Pastor 
Deacon Melanie Werley, Director of Liturgy 
Deacon Reylene Starego, Director of Music 

Karin Kahler, Director Faith Formation for Children 
  
 

WORSHIP HELPERS 
 

Assisting Minister 
Deb Smith  

  
Reader 

Mark Stanziola 
 

Communion Assistants 
  

Greeter 
Ava Killingsworth 

 
Usher 

Larry Killingsworth 
 

Production/Technology Team 
Al Bauernschmidt, Chuck Coe, Max H., Glenn Hinderliter, Jeff Gross, Eric Kahler,  

Craig Kauffman, Bill Keane, Paige Mathieu, Tom Moessner, Bob Neitz, Bill Newill,  
Kristen Newill, Carol Osenbach, John Osenbach, Chris Pirrotta, Ev Reggie, 

   Bob Stevens, and Jimmy Lee Werley 
 

Altar Care 
Terri Hinderliter, Julie Timmcke, Linda Letts, Cindy Clark,  

Carol Osenbach, Brenda Brookover, Jennifer Wetzel, Lynn Snyder, Kitti Berkheimer 
 
 
 
 


