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God’s Work. Our Hands 

Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 
October 5, 2025 

8:45 am and 10:30 am 
 

The Holy Spirit Empowers Us for Ministry in Daily Life 
 

Gathered by God’s grace and empowered by the Holy Spirit, 
we invite and welcome all people to join us on our journey 

to become more faithful ministers of Jesus Christ 
in our homes, our communities, and the world. 

http://www.lchsemmaus.org/
http://www.facebook.com/lchsemmaus
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We welcome all who worship with us today. 
Visitors are invited to sign the guest register located in the lobby. 

If you are interested in joining our family of faith, 
please talk with one of our Pastors or call the church office. 

 
Children are welcome and celebrated!   

The “Children’s Ministry” table and basket in the lobby  
contains a variety of items for children’s use during worship.  

Stop by to borrow a book or pick up some coloring sheets and crayons. 
 

Please silence all communication devices. 
 

Our services are live streamed and recorded. In-person attendance implies consent 
to be included in the live streamed and recorded worship service. 

 
************************************************ 

HOLY COMMUNION 
All who believe in the presence of Jesus Christ in Holy Communion are welcome to receive  
the Sacrament. To facilitate flow, the ushers invite people to come forward starting with     
the back rows and working forward. You should come forward using the center aisle to 
receive the elements in a continuous style from pastor and worship assistant. Afterward 

you may choose to kneel or stand at the altar rail for a brief moment of prayer or return 
to your seat up the side aisle, depositing your empty cup in the receptacle on your way. 
Gluten free wafers are available. Our wine is grape juice so that all may freely receive.   

Children who do not commune may come forward for a blessing. Communion kits are 
available at the usher stands for those who prefer to remain in their seats, and they will 

be communed along with our Zoom worshippers at the beginning of distribution. 
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GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
 

Gathering Music                  If We Are the Body  Hall 
Shannon Diaz, solo; Glenn Hinderliter, percussion 

 
 
Welcome and Announcements   
 
 
We rise in body or spirit. 
 
 
Affirmation of Baptismal Vocation   
 

Siblings in Christ, both our work and our rest are in God. 
Will you try to pattern your life on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
in gratitude to God and in service to others, at morning and evening, 
at work and at play, all the days of your life? 
I will, and I ask God to help me. 
 
Almighty God, by the power of the Spirit  
you have knit us your servants into the one body of your Son, Jesus Christ.  
Look with favor upon us in our commitment to serve in Christ’s name.  
Give us courage, patience, and vision;  
and strengthen us all in our Christian vocation of witness  
to the world and of service to others;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



4 

Gathering Song            Let Me Be Your Servant, Jesus LS 148 
 

 
 
 
Greeting and Prayer of the Day   

 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
  
We pray.   
Holy One, you stretch wide your tent that all may be welcomed in, and in Jesus you 
stretched out your hands in generous love for a weary and wounded world.  
Help us to reach out with your own wounded hands of love,  
that through us your life may be known in the world,  
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

Amen   
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The assembly is seated. 
 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture readings, preaching and song. 

 
 
Reading Isaiah 58:6-12    Translation: CEV 
 

A reading from Isaiah. 
 

I’ll tell you what it really means to worship the Lord. 
 
Remove the chains of prisoners who are chained unjustly. 
Free those who are abused! 
Share your food with everyone who is hungry; 
share your home with the poor and homeless. 
Give clothes to those in need; don’t turn away your relatives. 
  
Then your light will shine like the dawning sun, and you will quickly be healed. 
Your honesty will protect you as you advance, 
and the glory of the Lord will defend you from behind. 
When you beg the Lord for help, God will answer, “Here I am!” 

  
Don’t mistreat others or falsely accuse them or say something cruel. 
Give your food to the hungry and care for the homeless. 
Then your light will shine in the dark; 
your darkest hour will be like the noonday sun. 
  
The Lord will always guide you 

and provide good things to eat when you are in the desert. 
God will make you healthy. 
You will be like a garden that has plenty of water 
or like a stream that never runs dry. 
You will rebuild those houses left in ruins for years; 
you will be known as a builder and repairer 
of city walls and streets. 
  
Word of God, Word of Life.  

Thanks be to God! 
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We rise in body or spirit to welcome the gospel. 
 
 
Gospel – John 15:9-17    Translation: Whirl Story Bible 

 
The Good News from John, the 15th chapter.           

Open our hearts, Lord. 
  
Jesus knew he wouldn’t be able to stay with his disciples forever.  
He wanted them to understand how much he loved them. 
 
“God’s family is like a vine full of grapes,” Jesus said.  
The disciples raised their eyebrows. What did love have to do with vines of grapes? 
“What happens when a branch is cut from the vine?” Jesus asked. 
“The branch can’t grow,” answered James. 
“When a branch is cut from the vine, it can’t grow fruit.  
But what happens when branches are attached to the vine?” 
“They grow lots of grapes!” Peter said. 
Jesus nodded. “I am the vine. You are the branches. I love you so you can love others.” 
 
Jesus looked at his disciples with love. “You are my friends. I love you so much that I 
am willing to give up my life for you. That is the greatest love you can have for 
someone.” 
 
The disciples were amazed. Jesus would give up EVERYTHING. For THEM! 
 
“This is my commandment: Love each other like I love YOU,” Jesus said. 
 
“Jesus ALWAYS loves us – no matter what,” the disciples thought. “ 
Jesus is willing to give up his LIFE for us. How can we love each other like THAT?” 
 
Jesus smiles at his friends. “Love each other. Be joyful.  
Go and grow fruit. Go and love others so they know God’s love. 
  
This is the Good News!  

Thanks be to God!   

 
 
The assembly is seated. 
 
Message 
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We rise in body or spirit. 
 
Word in Song             God’s Work, Our Hands  ACS 1000 
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Blessing and Sending for Mission 
 
We are called to proclaim the good news: 
God is at work! 
This good news is not left in some history long ago or a place far away: 
God is at work in the world still today! 
In us and through us, God is glorified in our work. 
When we offer a helping hand, God is praised. 
When we share of our abundance, God is known in the world. 
God is at work in us! 
Serving today, and in our daily lives,  
let us live out what God has called us to in baptism. 
God is at work through our hands! 
 
Bless the cards we make and personal care kits we assemble for the Allentown Rescue 
Mission, Lehigh Conference of Churches, LV Foster Care, Turning Point, Loads of 
Blessings, and Neighborhood House. May those who receive them be strengthened, 
and may these gifts be a sign of your love to all people. 
  
Bless these quilts for New Bethany Ministries, Lehigh Valley Foster Care, Loads of 
Blessings and Family Promise. May those who receive them find dignity in their use  
and comfort in their warmth, and may these gifts be a sign of your love to all people. 
 

The prayer concludes:  
May all these gifts be a sign of your love to all people. 
Amen  

 
Prayers of the People  
  
 Invitation to prayer:   

Trusting God at work in and among us,  
we raise our hearts and voices in prayer for the needs of the world. 
 

 After each petition:   
God, we pray,  
open our hands. 
 

 Pastor’s closing prayer:   
Receive these and all our prayers, gracious God.  
We pray in the name of Jesus and by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen 
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Peace              
            
 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 And also with you. 
 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace by saying, 
“Peace be with you.” 

 
The assembly is seated. 
 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 
During the Offering Song, the gifts will be brought forward. You may remain seated. 
If you wish you may leave your offering in the additional offering plates located on the 
tables in the back of the sanctuary as you leave.  
 
Offering Song             Take My Life, that I May Be ELW 583 

Refrain, Verse 1, Refrain 
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Offering Prayer   
 
 We pray. 

Holy God, giver of all good things, receive the gifts we bring,  
fruit of the earth and the work of human hands,  
that they may be used to your purposes for life and love in the world.  
Amen 
 

 
We rise in body or spirit. 
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Great Thanksgiving   
 
Sitting at dinner with friends and knowing one among them would betray him,  
our Lord Jesus took bread and gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to his disciples 
saying: Take and eat; this is my body given for you.  
Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 
In the same way after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 
people for the forgiveness of sins. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
Send your Spirit upon this meal, the body and blood of Jesus, that we overflow with 
your selfless love. Turn us to face our neighbors, that by us and through us your love 
may be known in the world. 

 
 
Lord’s Prayer  

 
God in community, holy in One, we lift our prayers as Jesus taught us: 
 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen 

 
 
Invitation to the table   

 
Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them. 
Come to this meal of mercy. 

 
 
The assembly is seated. 
 
 
Distribution of Communion 
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Communion Song          We Come to the Hungry Feast ELW 479 

 
 
Communion Song       Lord, Help Us Walk Your Servant Way HFG 150 
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We rise in body or spirit. 
 
Prayer after communion   
  
 We pray. 

Holy Jesus, in this meal you have fed and nourished us to work in your beloved world.  
Send us now, filled with yourself and strengthened by your Spirit to live your love for 
others. Amen 

 
 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
 
Blessing   
 

God who sets forth the law of love,  
Jesus who fulfills the law for you,  
and the Spirit through whom you are called to love,  
+ bless you this day, that you may be God’s hands and heart  
and voice at work in the world. 
Amen 

 
 
Sending Song Please see next page. 
 
 
Dismissal   
 
 Go in peace.  
 You are God’s hands at work in the world!  
 Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Sending Music                   Take My Life  arr. Tornquist 
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Sending Song             The Lord Now Sends Us Forth ELW 538 
 

 
 
Pease join in supporting our church's ministries using your preferred method of giving:  

• Enroll in our on-line giving program, Simply Giving (recommended);  

• Mail your offering check to the church;  

• Text your offering to 610-981-1312;  

• Download our mobile app for recurring or one-time gifts;  

• Establish automatic contributions to the church using your bank's bill pay 
service.  

Additional information is located in the Stewardship section of the church’s website at: 

lchsemmaus.org. 
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Text Copyright Permissions:  
Portions of the Liturgy from: God’s Work, Our Hands resources: Copyright © 2025 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. 
 
Bible translations currently used at worship in this parish: Contemporary English 
Version (CEV) ©1995 by American Bible Society.  New International Version (NIV) 
©1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.® Used by permission. All rights reserved 
worldwide. New Revised Standard Version, Updated Edition. Copyright © 2021 National 
Council of Churches of Christ in the United States of American. Used by permission. All 
rights reserved worldwide.  
 
Primary liturgical resources from Sundays and Seasons.com. ©2020, 2017, 2014, 2011 
Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress 
Liturgies Annual License #20593.  
 
Music permissions: All music reprinted and streamed with permission under  
OneLicense A-701076, all rights reserved.  
 
Let Me Be Your Servant, Jesus, Text and Music: © 1980, Augsburg Fortress Text: © 1980, 
Augsburg Fortress.  One License #04653 
God’s Work, Our Hands, Text © 2019 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, admin. 
Augsburg Fortress, Music © 1968 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 
One License #AF2019201. 
Take My Life, that I May Be, Text Public Domain, Music © 1999 Augsburg Fortress. All 
rights reserved. One License #11552. 
We Come to the Hungry Feast, Text and music © 1982 Ray Makeever, admin. Augsburg 
Fortress. One License #85920. 
Lord, Help Us Walk Your Servant Way, Text ©1997 Gia Publications, Inc., One License 
#09780. Music Public Domain. 
The Lord Now Sends Us Forth, English text © 1998 and arr © 2003 Augsburg Fortress, 
One License #02757. Music Public Domain. 
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
WORSHIP LEADERS 

Pastor Shari Duminy, Senior Pastor 
Pastor Tami K. Reichley, Associate Pastor 

Pastor Cindy Camp, Associate Pastor 
Deacon Melanie Werley, Director of Liturgy 
Deacon Reylene Starego, Director of Music 

Karin Kahler, Director Faith Formation for Children 
 

WORSHIP HELPERS 
 

Assisting Ministers 
 8:45 am Story B. 
10:30 am Ryan D. 

   
Readers 

8:45 am Becky Keane, Carly K., Kira K. 
10:30 am Joe Burke, Maddy H. 

 
Communion Assistants 

 10:30 am – Deb Smith, Robert Neitz 
 

Greeters 
8:45 am Carol Walrod 

10:30 am Cathy Wimmer 
 

Ushers 
 8:45 am Don Walrod 

10:30 am Victor Schmidt 
 

Production/Technology Team 
Al Bauernschmidt, Chuck Coe, Max H., Glenn Hinderliter, Jeff Gross, Eric Kahler,  

Craig Kauffman, Bill Keane, Paige Mathieu, Tom Moessner, Bob Neitz, Bill Newill,  
Kristen Newill, Carol Osenbach, John Osenbach, Chris Pirrotta, Ev Reggie, 

  Bob Stevens, and Jimmy Lee Werley 
 

Altar Care 
 Terri Hinderliter, Brenda Brookover, Marian Harrison, Cindy Clark, Nancy Shoemaker, 

Julie Timmcke, Lynn Snyder, Deb Stevens, Donna Bhagat, Lynda Swartz, Barb Roba 


