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The Holy Spirit Empowers Us for Ministry in Daily Life 

 
Gathered by God’s grace and empowered by the Holy Spirit, 

we invite and welcome all people to join us on our journey 
to become more faithful ministers of Jesus Christ 
in our homes, our communities, and the world. 
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2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We welcome all who worship with us today. 
Visitors are invited to sign the guest register located in the lobby. 

If you are interested in joining our family of faith, 
please talk with one of our Pastors or call the church office. 

 
Children are welcome and celebrated!   

The “Children’s Ministry” table and basket in the lobby  
contains a variety of items for children’s use during worship.  

Stop by to borrow a book or pick up some coloring sheets and crayons. 
 

Please silence all communication devices. 
 

Our services are live streamed and recorded. In-person attendance implies consent 
to be included in the live streamed and recorded worship service. 

 
************************************************ 

HOLY COMMUNION 
All who believe in the presence of Jesus Christ in Holy Communion are welcome to receive  
the Sacrament. To facilitate flow, the ushers invite people to come forward starting with     
the back rows and working forward. You should come forward using the center aisle to 
receive the elements in a continuous style from pastor and worship assistant. Afterward 

you may choose to kneel or stand at the altar rail for a brief moment of prayer or return 
to your seat up the side aisle, depositing your empty cup in the receptacle on your way. 
Gluten free wafers are available. Our wine is grape juice so that all may freely receive.   

Children who do not commune may come forward for a blessing. Communion kits are 
available at the usher stands for those who prefer to remain in their seats, and they will 

be communed along with our Zoom worshippers at the beginning of distribution. 
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GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
 

Gathering Music                  I Will Lift My Eyes  Norman & Ingram 
Susan Smith, solo; Glenn Hinderliter, percussion 

 
Welcome and Announcements   
 
We rise in body or spirit. 
 
Confession   
 

In spite of our best efforts to live faithfully,  
we fall short of what God intends for us. 
Because God has already promised to be merciful,  
we dare to tell the truth about our lives. 
In humility and trust, we confess our sin. 

 
God of grace, for our failure to love others as you have loved us,  
forgive us. 
 
For wasting your gifts and hoarding our goods,  
forgive us. 
 
For all the ways we turn from you,  
forgive us. 
 
We offer our prayers in the name of the One who saves us, Jesus Christ. 
Amen  
 
Grace flows like a river; mercy like a never-ending stream. 
Believe in the good news: in Jesus Christ we are forgiven. 
Amen 
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Gathering Song           Let Us Go Now to the Banquet ELW 523 
DO NOT repeat refrain 

 

 
 
Greeting and Prayer of the Day   

 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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We pray.   
Eternal God, you remain constant through all our striving,  
and patient with our ceaseless prayers. 
We seek your wisdom, yearn for your justice, and crave your blessing,  
for our own sakes and the sake of the world.  
We pray in the name of Christ. 
Amen 
 

 
The assembly is seated. 
 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture readings, preaching and song. 

 
Reading Genesis 32:22-31    Translation: NRSVue    

 
A reading from Genesis. 
 
The same night he got up and took his two wives, his two maids,  
and his eleven children and crossed the ford of the Jabbok.  
He took them and sent them across the stream, and likewise everything that he had. 
Jacob was left alone, and a man wrestled with him until daybreak.  
When the man saw that he did not prevail against Jacob, he struck him on the hip 
socket, and Jacob’s hip was put out of joint as he wrestled with him.  
Then he said, “Let me go, for the day is breaking.” But Jacob said,  
“I will not let you go, unless you bless me.” So he said to him,  
“What is your name?” And he said, “Jacob.” Then the man said,  
“You shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel,  
for you have striven with God and with humans and have prevailed.”  
Then Jacob asked him, “Please tell me your name.”  
But he said, “Why is it that you ask my name?”  
And there he blessed him. So Jacob called the place Peniel, saying, 
“For I have seen God face to face, yet my life is preserved.”  
The sun rose upon him as he passed Penuel, limping because of his hip. 
 
Word of God, Word of Life.   
Thanks be to God! 
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We rise in body or spirit to welcome the gospel. 
 
 
Gospel Luke 18:1-8     Translation: NRSVue  

 
The Good News from Luke, the 18th chapter.  
Open our hearts, Lord. 
 
Then Jesus told them a parable about their need to pray always  
and not to lose heart. He said, “In a certain city there was a judge  
who neither feared God nor had respect for people.  
In that city there was a widow who kept coming to him and saying,  
‘Grant me justice against my accuser.’ For a while he refused,  
but later he said to himself, ‘Though I have no fear of God  
and no respect for anyone, yet because this widow keeps bothering me,  
I will grant her justice, so that she may not wear me out by continually coming.’ ”  
And the Lord said, “Listen to what the unjust judge says.  
And will not God grant justice to his chosen ones who cry to him day and night?  
Will he delay long in helping them? I tell you, he will quickly grant justice to them.  
And yet, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?” 
 
This is the Good News!   
Thanks be to God!   

 
 
The assembly is seated. 
 
 
Sermon   Pastor Shari Duminy 
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We rise in body or spirit. 
 
Word in Song                 Ask the Complicated Questions ACS 1005 
 

 
 
Prayers of the People  
  
 Invitation to prayer: 

Renewed in God’s everlasting grace,  
let us pray for the church, the world, and all creation. 
 
After each petition: 
God of justice,  
receive our prayer. 
 

 Pastor’s closing prayer: 
We offer our prayers, O God, trusting in your everlasting grace and mercy,  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen 
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Peace              
            
   The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
   And also with you. 
 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace by saying, 
“Peace be with you.” 

 
The assembly is seated. 
 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 
During the Offering Song, the gifts will be brought forward. You may remain seated. 
If you wish you may leave your offering in the additional offering plates located on the 
tables in the back of the sanctuary as you leave.  
 
Offering Song                 Take My Life, that I May Be ELW 583 

Refrain, Verse 2, Refrain 
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Offering Prayer 
 
 We pray. 

Dear God, your promise is written on our hearts, and your strength is in the work of 
our hands. We offer you all that we have and all that we are,  
that your known throughout the world. 
Amen 

 
 
We rise in body or spirit. 
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Great Thanksgiving   
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give God thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Words of Institution 
 
Word in Meal 
 

Send your Holy Spirit to us to bless the gifts of your love. 
All that we know and believe, we have learned at your knee. 
You call us to wholeness, a gift so wonderful that we share it with all who are broken. 
Amen  

 
Lord’s Prayer   

 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, we pray as Jesus has taught us, saying: 
 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen 
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Invitation to the table   
 

Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them. 
Come to this meal of mercy. 
 
 

The assembly is seated. 
 
 
Distribution of Communion 
 
 
Communion Song               I Received the Living God ELW 477 
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Communion Song             You Satisfy the Hungry Heart ELW 484 
 

 
 
 
We rise in body or spirit. 
 
Prayer after communion   
  
 We pray. 

O God, through this meal you have strengthened us and made us to be your servants. 
Send us to do good and to share our possessions with all in need. 
We ask this in Jesus’ name. 
Amen 
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SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
Blessing   
 

God’s love never ceases. May we never fail to share this love with others. 
Go in the grace of Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Spirit, now and 
always. 
Amen 

 
 
 
Sending Song  Please see next page. 
 
 
Dismissal   
 
 Go in peace. Serve the Lord.  
 Thanks be to God.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pease join in supporting our church's ministries using your preferred method of giving:  

• Enroll in our on-line giving program, Simply Giving (recommended);  

• Mail your offering check to the church;  

• Text your offering to 610-981-1312;  

• Download our mobile app for recurring or one-time gifts;  

• Establish automatic contributions to the church using your bank's bill pay 
service.  

Additional information is located in the Stewardship section of the church’s website at: 

lchsemmaus.org. 
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Sending Song                     Christ, Be Our Light  ELW 715 
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Text Copyright Permissions: The Abingdon Worship Annual 2025: Worship Planning 
Resources for Every Sunday of the Year.  Copyright © 2024 by Abingdon Press. Used by 
permission; Feasting on the Word, Reprinted by permission of Westminster John Knox Press 
from Feasting on the word Worship Companion.  Copyright 2015; Connections Worship 
Companion, Year C, Vol. 2, David Gambrell, editor, Reprinted by permission Westminster 
John Knox press © 2022; Before the Amen: Creative Resources for Worship, The Pilgrim 
Press, 2007 © Marin C. Tirabassi and Maria I. Tirabassi; Bearers of Grace and Justice: 
Lectionary Liturgies for Year C, Copyright © 2012 Thom M. Shuman. 
 
Bible translations currently used at worship in this parish: Contemporary English 
Version (CEV) ©1995 by American Bible Society.  New International Version (NIV) 
©1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.® Used by permission. All rights reserved 
worldwide. New Revised Standard Version, Updated Edition. Copyright © 2021 National 
Council of Churches of Christ in the United States of American. Used by permission. All 
rights reserved worldwide.  
 
Primary liturgical resources from Sundays and Seasons.com. ©2020, 2017, 2014, 2011 
Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress 
Liturgies Annual License #20593.  
 
Music permissions: All music reprinted and streamed with permission under  
OneLicense A-701076, all rights reserved.  
 
Let Us Go Now to the Banquet, Text and music © 1994 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. 
Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. 
Used by permission. One License #01713. 
Ask the Complicated Questions, Text © 2018 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights 
reserved.  Arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress. One License #G940201. 
Take My Life, that I May Be, Text Public Domain, Music © 1999 Augsburg Fortress. All 
rights reserved. One License #11552. 
I Received the Living God, Text and Music Public Domain.  
You Satisfy the Hungry Heart, Text and music © 1977 Archdiocese of Philadelphia, admin. 
International Liturgy Publications. One License #85925. 
Christ, Be Our Light, Text and music © 1993 Bernadette Farrell, admin. OCP Publications. 
All rights reserved. Used by permission. One License #80229. 
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
WORSHIP LEADERS 

Pastor Shari Duminy, Senior Pastor 
Pastor Tami K. Reichley, Associate Pastor 

Pastor Cindy Camp, Associate Pastor 
Deacon Melanie Werley, Director of Liturgy 
Deacon Reylene Starego, Director of Music 

Karin Kahler, Director Faith Formation for Children 
  
 

WORSHIP HELPERS 
 

Assisting Ministers 
Carole Wetherhold 

 
Reader 
Max H. 

  
Communion Assistants 
Rob Smith, Susan Smith 

 
Greeter 

Ava Killingsworth 
 

Usher 
Dee Bauernschmidt 

 
Production/Technology Team 

Al Bauernschmidt, Chuck Coe, Max H., Glenn Hinderliter, Jeff Gross, Eric Kahler,  
Craig Kauffman, Bill Keane, Paige Mathieu, Tom Moessner, Bob Neitz, Bill Newill,  

Kristen Newill, Carol Osenbach, John Osenbach, Chris Pirrotta, Ev Reggie, 
  Bob Stevens, and Jimmy Lee Werley 

 
Altar Care 

 Terri Hinderliter, Brenda Brookover, Marian Harrison, Cindy Clark, Nancy Shoemaker, 
Julie Timmcke, Lynn Snyder, Deb Stevens, Donna Bhagat, Lynda Swartz, Barb Roba 

 


