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Thanksgiving Eve 

November 26, 2025 
12:00 pm 

 
The Holy Spirit Empowers Us for Ministry in Daily Life 

 
Gathered by God’s grace and empowered by the Holy Spirit, 

we invite and welcome all people to join us on our journey 
to become more faithful ministers of Jesus Christ 
in our homes, our communities, and the world. 
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We welcome all who worship with us today. 
Visitors are invited to sign the guest register located in the lobby. 

If you are interested in joining our family of faith, 
please talk with one of our Pastors or call the church office. 

 
Children are welcome and celebrated!   

The “Children’s Ministry” table and basket in the lobby  
contains a variety of items for children’s use during worship.  

Stop by to borrow a book or pick up some coloring sheets and crayons. 
 

Please silence all communication devices. 
 

Our services are live streamed and recorded. In-person attendance implies consent 
to be included in the live streamed and recorded worship service. 

 
************************************************ 

HOLY COMMUNION 
All who believe in the presence of Jesus Christ in Holy Communion are welcome to receive  
the Sacrament. To facilitate flow, the ushers invite people to come forward starting with     
the back rows and working forward. You should come forward using the center aisle to 
receive the elements in a continuous style from pastor and worship assistant. Afterward 

you may choose to kneel or stand at the altar rail for a brief moment of prayer or return 
to your seat up the side aisle, depositing your empty cup in the receptacle on your way. 
Gluten free wafers are available. Our wine is grape juice so that all may freely receive.   

Children who do not commune may come forward for a blessing. Communion kits are 
available at the usher stands for those who prefer to remain in their seats, and they will 

be communed along with our Zoom worshippers at the beginning of distribution. 
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Give Thanks in the Gathering 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
 
Gathering Music                 Variations on “Kremser” Curtis 
  
  
Welcome and Announcements   
 
 
We rise in body or spirit. 
 
Confession and Forgiveness   
 

We wonder what's for lunch, we worry about work tomorrow, we fret about the test 
that is coming up.  So much worry, so much time wasted over things we cannot 
control.  The One who showers earth with rain, who places the stars in the autumn sky, 
is the same One who wraps mercy tight around you, who feeds us on healing and 
hope.  Let us confess how our worries keep us from trusting the God who hears us  
and restores us to new life.   
 

God of every blessing, even in the midst of wondering what's for lunch,  
how we’ll cook our Thanksgiving meal, how we’ll go to work or to school,  
how family will get along, help us to find our direction and peace in you.  
 
Help us to let go of circumstances which may overwhelm us,  
help us to sit and rest in your presence.  
You are the creator who showers earth with rain,  
who places the stars in the autumn sky, who wraps mercy around us,  
who has given us life, who feeds us with healing and hope.  
 
This is the good news: as God dresses creation in wonder,  
so you will be clothed in grace; as God pours out abundance upon the earth,  
so you will be blessed with peace and joy. 
 
We don't say it often enough, but thanks be to God for healing,  
for life, for wonder, for mercy.   
We are blessed, for we are forgiven.   
Amen 
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Gathering Song               Now Thank We All Our God ELW 840 
 

 
 
Greeting and Prayer of the Day   
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you. 
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We pray.  
Generous God of abundance and life,  
thank you for the many gifts of our lives.  
Thank you for this time of worship.  
Thank you for your constant presence.  
Thank you for your healing love.  
In gratitude and joy, we pray.   
Amen 
 

 
The assembly is seated. 
 
 

Give Thanks for the Word 
God speaks to us in scripture readings, preaching and song. 

  
 
Reading - Psalm 100                                                            NIV  
 
A Reading from the Book of Psalms. 
   

Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth. 
    Worship the Lord with gladness; 
    come before him with joyful songs. 
Know that the Lord is God. 
    It is he who made us, and we are his; 
    we are his people, the sheep of his pasture. 
Enter his gates with thanksgiving 
    and his courts with praise; 
    give thanks to him and praise his name. 
For the Lord is good and his love endures forever; 
    his faithfulness continues through all generations. 
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Song                      All People That on Earth Do Dwell ELW 883 
Verses 1, 3, 5 

 

 
We Thank God for Family 

 

 
Reading - Galatians 6:2-10  NIV 
  
 A reading from Galatians.  
 

Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ. If anyone 
thinks they are something when they are not, they deceive themselves. Each one should 
test their own actions. Then they can take pride in themselves alone, without comparing 
themselves to someone else, for each one should carry their own load. Nevertheless, 
the one who receives instruction in the word should share all good things with their 
instructor. 
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Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows. Whoever 
sows to please their flesh, from the flesh will reap destruction; whoever sows to please 
the Spirit, from the Spirit will reap eternal life. Let us not become weary in doing 
good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up. Therefore, 
as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who belong 
to the family of believers. 
   
For all your blessings, Lord.  
We give you thanks! 

 
 
Song                               For the Beauty  ELW 879 

Verses 1, 4, 5 
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We Thank God for Health 
 

 
 
Reading – Sirach 38:7-12 and Jeremiah 30:17   NRSV-UE                                  
 
 A reading from Sirach and Jeremiah.  
 
 

By them the physician heals and takes away pain; 
    the pharmacist makes a mixture from them. 
God’s works will never be finished, 
    and from him health spreads over all the earth. 
 
My child, when you are ill, do not delay, 
    but pray to the Lord, and he will heal you. 
Give up your faults and direct your hands rightly, 
    and cleanse your heart from all sin. 
Offer a sweet-smelling sacrifice and a memorial portion of choice flour, 
    and pour oil on your offering, as much as you can afford. 
Then give physicians their place, for the Lord created them; 
    do not let them leave you, for you need them.  
 
For I will restore health to you, 
    and your wounds I will heal, says the Lord, 
because they have called you an outcast: 
    “It is Zion; no one cares for her!” 

 
For all your blessings, Lord.  
We give God thanks! 
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Song                          We Praise You, O God  ELW 870 
Verses 1, 3 

 

 
 

 
We Thank God for Food and Shelter 

 
 
Reading - Matthew 25:37-40    NIV 
    
 A reading from Matthew. 
 

‘“Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, 
or thirsty and give you something to drink? When did we see you a stranger and invite 
you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? When did we see you sick or in prison and 
go to visit you?’ 
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“The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these 
brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’ 

 
 For all your blessings, Lord.  
 We give God thanks! 
 

 
Song                         Sing to the Lord of Harvest ELW 694 

Verses 1, 3 
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We Thank God for Community 
  

Reading – Acts 2:42 – 47    NIV 
  

A reading from Acts. 
 

They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking 
of bread and to prayer. Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs 
performed by the apostles. All the believers were together and had everything in 
common. They sold property and possessions to give to anyone who had need. Every 
day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their 
homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the 
favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were 
being saved. 

  

 For all your blessings, Lord.  
 We give God thanks! 
 
 
Song                               Praise and Thanksgiving ELW 689     

Verses 1, 4 
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We rise in body or spirit. 
 
Thanksgiving Prayers of the People  
 

Invitation to prayer:    
Almighty God, we bring before you, in our hearts and on our Thanksgiving table, the 
gifts and blessings which you have given us this year. And, in humble gratitude, we give 
you thanks for them. We thank you as well for the blessings which come to us through 
the peace and prosperity of our family, our nation, our state and the Lehigh Valley.  
We praise and thank you, O God. 
  

Generous God, you have abundantly blessed us. Call us to lives of responsible 
stewardship. Keep us faithful in our lives and as citizens of this nation and as recipients 
of all that past generations have bequeathed to us. Help us to use it wisely for ourselves, 
others and for future generations.  
We praise and thank you, O God. 
 

For good in our homes and roofs over our heads,  
we give you thanks and praise. 
 
For healing in our bodies and renewal in our souls, 
we give you thanks and praise. 
 
For gifts we can share and gifts we have received, 
we give you thanks and praise. 
 
For this beautiful earth and its abundant provisions. 
we give you thanks and praise. 
 
 

For friends and family and the kindness of strangers, 
we give you thanks and praise. 
 

For Christ’s call to live lives of purpose and passions, 
we give you thanks and praise. 
 
Pastor’s closing prayer:  
Lord of the nations, guide us by your Spirit to go forward in justice, freedom and peace. 
Give us what we need to serve others, but above all, give us faith in you, committed to 
a relationship with you, that we and our nation may bring glory to your name and 
blessings to all people; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
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Peace  
 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

 
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace 

by saying, “Peace be with you.” 
 

The assembly is seated. 
  

During the Offering Song, the gifts will be brought forward. You may remain seated. 
If you wish you may leave your offering in the additional offering plates located on the 
tables in the back of the sanctuary as you leave.  
 
Offering Song               We Plow the Fields and Scatter ELW 681 

Verse 3 
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We rise in body or spirit. 
 
Offering Prayer   
 
 We pray. 

Gracious and abundant God, like the birds of the air, we can trust your provision. 
Like the lilies of the field, all that we have is yours.  
Every good thing is a gift from you.  
Bless us this Thanksgiving, and bless the gifts we bring,  
that in all we make and say and do:  
trust may grow,  
beauty may flourish,  
generosity may flow,  
and your name be praised.  
Through Jesus Christ our Lord, we pray.  Amen 
 

Give Thanks for the Meal 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 
 
Great Thanksgiving   
 

The Lord of blessings be with you. And also with you. 
Be glad and rejoice, lift your hearts to the giver of life. 
We praise God who clothes us in grace. 
People of God, come to the Table where you will eat and be satisfied. 
With shouts of joy, we gather to praise God! 
 
God, you sang creation into being.  
The heavens rang with shouts of joy, as fruit-bearing trees sprang up  
and as green pastures rippled with wonder.  
Crafted in your image, you satisfy us with the bounty of your food and grace.  
Prophets and psalmists were sent by you to restore us to your side.  
Jesus came to be with us, to forgive us and free us to be your people. 
 
With those who gave thanks by crossing rivers,  
with those who offered gratitude for simple gifts,  
we join our voice in praising your name: 
Holy, holy, holy! God of wonder and delight.  
All creation is filled with your joy. Hosanna in the highest!  
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Blessed is the One who comes to clothe us in grace.  
Hosanna in the highest! 
Holy are you, Restorer of broken lives,  
and giver of salvation in and through Jesus Christ. 
 
 

Words of Institution   

 
 
Word in Meal   
 

As we give thanks for Christ’s life and death,  
as we shout with joy for Christ’s resurrection, we share the gift of faith: 
Christ died to give forgiveness for all.  
Christ rose so all may live.  
Christ will return so all will be fulfilled. 
 
Pour out your Spirit on us in, with, and under the bread and the cup.  
Fill us with the plenty of your grace to bring healing to a world shattered  
by violence and despair.  
You satisfy us with the cup of blessing and the bread of life.  
Gather us together with our siblings in Christ 
to feed on the bread of life and the cup of salvation. Amen 
 

 
Lord's Prayer 
 

God in Community, Holy in One, thanksgiving is in every word we speak,  
even as we pray as Jesus taught us, saying: 
 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.  
Amen 
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Invitation to the Table   
 
 Come to the Lord’s thanksgiving feast.  
 
 
The assembly is seated. 
 
 
Distribution of Communion  
  
 
Communion Hymn           Thine the Amen, Thine the Praise ELW 826 
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We rise in body or spirit. 
 
Prayer after Communion   
 

We pray. O God, our life, our strength, our food,  
we give you thanks for sustaining us with the body and blood of your Son.  
By your Holy Spirit, enliven us to be Christ’s body in the world,  
that more and more we will give you praise and serve your earth  
and its many peoples, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen 

 
Give Thanks in the Sending 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 
 
Blessing for Thanksgiving  
 

The Lord of all creation shower blessings and favor on you.  
The Lord of the harvest grace your Thanksgiving table  
with God’s presence and fill your loved ones with love, harmony and peace.  
Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen 

 
 
Sending Song please see next page. 
 
 
Dismissal   
 

The God of laughter sends you out. 
So we can share joy with everyone. 
The Savior of the poor sends you out. 
So we may bring hope and healing to the broken and despairing. 
The Spirit of wonder sends you out. 
So we may join all creation in offering thanks. 
 

 
Sending Music                  Now Thank We All Our God    Karg-Elert 
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Sending Song                    Let All Things Now Living                   ELW 881        
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Pease join in supporting our church's ministries using your preferred method of giving:  

• Enroll in our on-line giving program, Simply Giving (recommended);  

• Mail your offering check to the church;  

• Text your offering to 610-981-1312;  

• Download our mobile app for recurring or one-time gifts;  

• Establish automatic contributions to the church using your bank's bill pay 
service.  

Additional information is located in the Stewardship section of the church’s website at: 

lchsemmaus.org. 
 
Bible translations currently used at worship in this parish: Contemporary English 
Version (CEV) ©1995 by American Bible Society. New International Version (NIV) ©1973, 
1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.® Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 
New Revised Standard Version, Updated Edition. Copyright © 2021 National Council of 
Churches of Christ in the United States of American. Used by permission. All rights 
reserved worldwide.  
 
Primary liturgical resources from Sundays and Seasons.com. ©2020, 2017, 2014, 2011 
Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress 
Liturgies Annual License #20593.  
 
Music permissions: All music reprinted and streamed with permission under  
OneLicense A-701076, all rights reserved.  
 
Now Thank We All Our God, Text and Tune Public Domain. 
All People That on Earth Do Dwell, Text and Tune Public Domain. 
For the Beauty of the Earth, Text and Tune Public Domain. 
We Praise You, O God, Text and Tune Public Domain. 
Sing to the Lord of Harvest, Text and Tune Public Domain. 
Praise and Thanksgiving, Text © Oxford University Press. All rights reserved. 
Arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress. Tune Public Domain. 
We Plow the Fields and Scatter, Text and Tune Public Domain. 
Thine the Amen, Text and music © 1983 Augsburg Publishing House, admin.  
Augsburg Fortress. 
Let All Things Now Living, Text © 1939, 1966 by E.C. Schirmer Music Company.  
Tune Public Domain. 
 
 
 
 

 



20 


WORSHIP LEADERS 

 
Pastor Shari Duminy, Senior Pastor 

Pastor Tami K. Reichley, Associate Pastor 
Pastor Cindy Camp, Associate Pastor 

Deacon Melanie Werley, Director of Liturgy 
Deacon Reylene Starego, Director of Music 

Karin Kahler, Director Faith Formation for Children 
 
 

WORSHIP HELPERS 
 

Assisting Minister 
Linda Devine 

   
Readers 

Ava Killingsworth, Becky Keane, Tom Bradley 
 

Communion Assistants 
 Vi Ballard, Linda Devine  

 
 

 Production/Technology Team 
Al Bauernschmidt, Chuck Coe, Max H., Glenn Hinderliter, Jeff Gross, Eric Kahler,  

Craig Kauffman, Bill Keane, Paige Mathieu, Tom Moessner, Bob Neitz, Bill Newill,  
Kristen Newill, Carol Osenbach, John Osenbach, Chris Pirrotta, Ev Reggie, 

  Bob Stevens, and Jimmy Lee Werley 
 

Altar Care 
Cindy Clark, Lynn Snyder, Julie Timmcke, Nancy Shoemaker, Bob Rice, Carolyn Rice, 

Lynda Swartz, Jennifer Wetzel, Donna Bhagat, Deb Stevens, Mike Berkheimer,  
Kitti Berkheimer, Linda Letts, Marian Harrison, Terri Hinderliter, Barb Roba 


