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We welcome all who worship with us today. 
Visitors are invited to sign the guest register located in the lobby. 

If you are interested in joining our family of faith, 
please talk with one of our Pastors or call the church office. 

 
Children are welcome and celebrated!   

The “Children’s Ministry” table and basket in the lobby  
contains a variety of items for children’s use during worship.  

Stop by to borrow a book or pick up some coloring sheets and crayons. 
 

Please silence all communication devices. 
 

Our services are live streamed and recorded. In-person attendance implies consent 
to be included in the live streamed and recorded worship service. 

 
************************************************ 

HOLY COMMUNION 
All who believe in the presence of Jesus Christ in Holy Communion are welcome to receive  
the Sacrament. To facilitate flow, the ushers invite people to come forward starting with     
the back rows and working forward. You should come forward using the center aisle to 
receive the elements in a continuous style from pastor and worship assistant. Afterward 

you may choose to kneel or stand at the altar rail for a brief moment of prayer or return 
to your seat up the side aisle, depositing your empty cup in the receptacle on your way. 
Gluten free wafers are available. Our wine is grape juice so that all may freely receive.   

Children who do not commune may come forward for a blessing. Communion kits are 
available at the usher stands for those who prefer to remain in their seats, and they will 

be communed along with our Zoom worshippers at the beginning of distribution. 



3 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
 

Gathering                     Prepare the Way of the Lord Riddle 
Spirit of Praise 

 
 
Welcome and Announcements   
 
 
We Watch in Hope – Lighting of the Advent Candles   
 

Advent is a time to watch. 
We watch in hope for the Lord: O come, Emmanuel. 
 
During Advent we watch for hope in the midst of despair. 
We watch in hope for the Lord: O come, Emmanuel. 
 
During Advent we watch for forgiveness in the midst of rebellion. 
We watch in hope for the Lord: O come, Emmanuel.  
 
During Advent we watch for peace in the midst of conflict. 
We watch in hope for the Lord: O come, Emmanuel. 
 
During advent we watch for the presence of God in the midst of a fallen world. 

 We watch in hope for the Lord: O come, Emmanuel. 
 

Today we light the second candle. The second candle reminds us that Advent is a time 
of watching. We watch with expectant eyes, trusting that God is active,  
present and constantly at work, leading all of creation toward the plan of redemption. 
As we light the second candle, we ask for faith to watch for God’s presence  
and open eyes to see all that God is doing. 
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Please rise in body or spirit. 
 
Gathering Song                  We Watch in Hope    

Week 2 Verse 
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Greeting and Prayer of the Day   
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
  

 We pray.   
God in heaven, as we learn to wait in faith, help us now to watch in expectation.  
Open our eyes that we might see the ways you are at work around us, within us 
and through us. 
Amen 

 
The assembly is seated. 
 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture readings, preaching and song. 

 
Reading Isaiah 11:1-10  Translation:  NRSVue   

 
A reading from Isaiah. 
 
A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his 
roots. The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. 
His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. He shall not judge by what his eyes see or 
decide by what his ears hear, but with righteousness he shall judge for the poor and 
decide with equity for the oppressed of the earth; he shall strike the earth with the rod 
of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. Righteousness shall 
be the belt around his waist and faithfulness the belt around his loins. The wolf shall 
live with the lamb; the leopard shall lie down with the kid; the calf and the lion will 
feed together, and a little child shall lead them. The cow and the bear shall graze; 
their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. The nursing 
child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand on the 
adder’s den. They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain, for the earth will be 
full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea. On that day the root of 
Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall inquire of him, and his 
dwelling shall be glorious. 
 
Word of God, Word of Life.   
Thanks be to God! 
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We rise in body or spirit to welcome the gospel. 
 
Gospel Matthew 3:1-12  Translation: NRSVue 

 
The Good News from Matthew, the 3rd chapter.  
Open our hearts, Lord. 
 
In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, 
“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” This is the one of whom the 
prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, 
 
“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord; 
make his paths straight.’ ” 
 
Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his 
food was locusts and wild honey. Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region 
around the Jordan were going out to him, and they were baptized by him in the River 
Jordan, confessing their sins. 
 
But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for his baptism, he 
said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath?  
 
Therefore, bear fruit worthy of repentance, and do not presume to say to yourselves, 
‘We have Abraham as our ancestor,’ for I tell you, God is able from these stones to 
raise up children to Abraham. Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; 
therefore every tree that does not bear good fruit will be cut down and thrown into 
the fire. 
 
“I baptize you with water for repentance, but the one who is coming after me is more 
powerful than I, and I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the 
Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing 
floor and will gather his wheat into the granary, but the chaff he will burn with 
unquenchable fire.” 
 
This is the Good News!   
Thanks be to God!   

 
 
The assembly is seated. 
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Sermon                                                               Pastor Cindy Camp  
 
 
We rise in body or spirit. 
 
 
Word in Song             On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry                  ELW 249 

Verses 1, 2, 5 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



8 

Affirmation for Advent 
   

We affirm our faith. 
 
We believe in God,  
source of both darkness and light. 
We see God in Jesus Christ,  
who suffered but could not be overcome.  
Through him, the world is renewed and those in need are restored. 
We follow God,  
guided by the Spirit into truth and life. 
We await God’s promises:  
a world made whole where peace prevails. 
Amen 

  

 
Prayers of the People  
  
 Invitation to prayer:   

In our waiting and watching, we come to you in prayer, O God,  
trusting your promise to renew the church, the nations, and the whole creation. 
 
After each petition: 
Hear us O God; 
your mercy is great. 
 

 Pastor’s closing prayer:   
Draw near to us, O God, as we commend all for whom we pray,  
trusting in your mercy through Jesus Christ, Emmanuel. 
Amen 

 
 
Peace   
  
 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 And also with you. 
 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace by saying, 
“Peace be with you.” 
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The assembly is seated. 
 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 
During the Offering Song, the gifts will be brought forward. You may remain seated. 
If you wish you may leave your offering in the additional offering plates located on the 
tables in the back of the sanctuary as you leave.  
 
 
Offering Song               O Come, O Come, Emmanuel                  ELW 257 
 

 
Offering Prayer  
 
 We pray. 

God of goodness, as we walk in the light of your love, you give us the beauty of 
nature, food to nourish us, and communities to love and support us. Out of our 
abundance, we bring our gifts to you. May they increase peace in our community  
and in the world. 
Amen 
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We rise in body or spirit. 
 
Great Thanksgiving  

 
People of God, Christ has invited us here! 
We gather to praise God, who brings justice to all. 
We gather to give thanks to God for hope and peace. 
Blessed be the Lord, who has done marvelous things. 
 

Words of Institution 
 
Word in Meal 
 

As we watch in hope, and prepare to celebrate Jesus’ birth,  
we tell the world of that Advent mystery. 
Jesus was born that we might have hope. 
Jesus died and was raised that we might have life. 
Jesus will come again to welcome us home. 
 
Pour out the Spirit of Advent upon the gifts of bread and cup. 
As we receive the bread, open our shuttered hearts that we might become more 
compassionate. As we receive the cup, may we not only proclaim your love,  
but speak of peace, of reconciliation, of healing to all the broken places and people. 

 
Lord’s Prayer   

 
We pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 
 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen 

 
Invitation to the Table   
 

All are welcome at this table. 
You are welcome at this table. 
God is with us at this table. 
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The assembly is seated. 
 
Distribution of Communion 
 
Communion Song           Come to Be Our Hope, Lord Jesus ACS 904 
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Communion Song                All Earth is Hopeful  ELW 266 

 
 
We rise in body or spirit. 
 
Prayer after communion   
  
 We pray. 

God our host, at this table you have fed us with joy and gladness. 
Send us forth, eager to share the feast, welcome the stranger, 
and bear good fruit in the name of Jesus. 
Amen 
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SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
Blessing   
 
 May the God of love fill you with joy and peace. 
 May the peace of Christ be with you now and forever. 
 And may the Holy Spirit fill your days with hope. 

Amen 
 
Sending Song                Prepare the Royal Highway ELW 264 

Verses 1, 2, 3 
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Dismissal   
 
 As we go forth in this new church year, preparing to celebrate God’s birth 
 into this world, let us go out and seek the good in others. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please join in supporting our church's ministries using your preferred method of giving:  

• Enroll in our on-line giving program, Simply Giving (recommended);  

• Mail your offering check to the church;  

• Text your offering to 610-981-1312;  

• Download our mobile app for recurring or one-time gifts;  

• Establish automatic contributions to the church using your bank's bill pay 
service.  

Additional information is located in the Stewardship section of the church’s website at: 

lchsemmaus.org. 
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Text Copyright Permissions: Portions of the Liturgy from:  The Abingdon Worship Annual 
2026: Worship Planning Resources for Every Sunday of the Year.  Copyright © 2025 by 
Abingdon Press. Used by permission; Feasting on the Word, Reprinted by permission of 
Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting on the word Worship Companion.  Copyright 
2015; Connections Worship Companion, Year A, Vol. 1, David Gambrell, editor, 
Reprinted by permission Westminster John Knox press © 2021; Before the Amen:  
Creative Resources for Worship, The Pilgrim Press, 2007 © Marin C. Tirabassi and Maria 
I. Tirabassi; Bearers of Playing Hopscotch in Heaven, Lectionary Liturgies for RCL for Year 
A, Copyright © 2013 Thom M. Shuman. 
 
Bible translations currently used at worship in this parish: Contemporary English 
Version (CEV) ©1995 by American Bible Society.  New International Version (NIV) 
©1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.® Used by permission. All rights reserved 
worldwide. New Revised Standard Version, Updated Edition. Copyright © 2021 National 
Council of Churches of Christ in the United States of American. Used by permission. All 
rights reserved worldwide.  
 
Primary liturgical resources from Sundays and Seasons.com. ©2020, 2017, 2014, 2011  
Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress 
Liturgies Annual License #20593.  
 
Music permissions: All music reprinted and streamed with permission under  
OneLicense A-701076, all rights reserved.  
 
On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry, Text and Music Public Domain. 

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel, Text and Music Public Domain. 

Come to Be Our Hope, Lord Jesus, Text © 1987, 1989 World Council of Churches.  
All rights reserved. Music © 1989 Marcílio de Oliveiro Filho, admin. World Council of 
Churches. Permission granted by World Council of Churches for one time use. 
All Earth Is Hopeful, Text and tune © 1993 and tr. © 1995 Centro de Pastoral Litúrgica, 

admin. OCP Publications, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. One License 

#AF20210111. 

Prepare the Royal Highway, Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin.  

Augsburg Fortress. One License #85802.  Music Public Domain. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



16 


WORSHIP LEADERS 

Pastor Shari Duminy, Senior Pastor 
Pastor Tami K. Reichley, Associate Pastor 

Pastor Cindy Camp, Associate Pastor 
Deacon Melanie Werley, Director of Liturgy 
Deacon Reylene Starego, Director of Music 

Karin Kahler, Director Faith Formation for Children 
  

WORSHIP HELPERS 
 

Advent Candle Lighters 
Melanie Werley, Jimmy Lee Werley 

 
Assisting Minister 

Linda Devine 
   

Reader 
Mackenzie L. 

 
Communion Assistants 

Sue Mathieu, Linda Devine 
 

Greeters 
Lorie Stout Sherman, Pattie Bisbing  

   
Usher 

Gerry Masteller  
 

Production/Technology Team 
Al Bauernschmidt, Chuck Coe, Max H., Glenn Hinderliter, Jeff Gross, Eric Kahler,  

Craig Kauffman, Bill Keane, Paige Mathieu, Tom Moessner, Bob Neitz, Bill Newill,  
Kristen Newill, Carol Osenbach, John Osenbach, Chris Pirrotta, Ev Reggie, 

  Bob Stevens, and Jimmy Lee Werley 
 

Altar Care 
Cindy Clark, Deb Stevens, Robbie Flynn, Donna Bhagat, Terri Hinderliter, 

Mike Berkheimer, Kitti Berkheimer, Julie Timmcke, Carol Osenbach, Barb Roba,  
Brenda Brookover, Deb Stevens 

 


