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Fourth Sunday in Lent 
March 15, 2026 

8:30 am and 10:45 am 
 

The Holy Spirit Empowers Us for Ministry in Daily Life 
 

Gathered by God’s grace and empowered by the Holy Spirit, 
we invite and welcome all people to join us on our journey 

to become more faithful ministers of Jesus Christ 
in our homes, our communities, and the world. 

 
 
 

http://www.lchsemmaus.org/
http://www.facebook.com/lchsemmaus
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We welcome all who worship with us today. 
Visitors are invited to sign the guest register located in the lobby. 

If you are interested in joining our family of faith, 
please talk with one of our Pastors or call the church office. 

 
Children are welcome and celebrated!   

The “Children’s Ministry” table and basket in the lobby  
contains a variety of items for children’s use during worship.  

Stop by to borrow a book or pick up some coloring sheets and crayons. 
 

Please silence all communication devices. 
 

Our services are live streamed and recorded. In-person attendance implies consent 
to be included in the live streamed and recorded worship service. 

 
************************************************ 

HOLY COMMUNION 
All who believe in the presence of Jesus Christ in Holy Communion are welcome to receive  
the Sacrament. To facilitate flow, the ushers invite people to come forward starting with     
the back rows and working forward. You should come forward using the center aisle to 
receive the elements in a continuous style from pastor and worship assistant. Afterward 

you may choose to kneel or stand at the altar rail for a brief moment of prayer or return 
to your seat up the side aisle, depositing your empty cup in the receptacle on your way. 
Gluten free wafers are available. Our wine is grape juice so that all may freely receive.   

Children who do not commune may come forward for a blessing. Communion kits are 
available at the usher stands for those who prefer to remain in their seats, and they will 

be communed along with our Zoom worshippers at the beginning of distribution. 



3 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
  

Gathering Music              We'll Build A World   Lohman 
8:30 am Diane Evans, solo, Glenn Hinderliter, percussion 

10:45 am Spirit Voices 
      
 
Welcome and Announcements   
 
 
Please rise in body or spirit. 
 
 
Invitation to Worship 
 
The good news is . . protection and care for the vulnerable. 
God gathers us to hear that good news and to join together in worship. 
 
 
Confession   
  
Family of Faith, 
every week we pray the Prayer of Confession, because every week we need to be 
reminded of God’s abundant grace. Every week we need to be reminded of God’s love. 
Every week we need to be reminded that we too can grow and change. 
So join me in this moment of honesty as we seek transformation. Friends, we pray: 
 
God said, “When a foreigner resides among you in your land, do not mistreat them.” 
Holy God, we confess, we have mistreated the immigrants in our land. 
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Jesus said, “Blessed are the peacemakers,  
for they will be called children of God.” 
We confess, we have clung to guns  
and war more than we have pursued peace. 
 
God said, “When you gather the grapes of your vineyard,  
do not glean what is left;  
it shall be for the alien, the orphan, and the widow.” 
We confess,  
we have hoarded our resources and failed to care for our neighbors. 
 
Jesus said, “Let the children come to me, and do not stop them.” 
We confess,  
we have gatekept the good news in unfair ways. 
 
Fortunately for all of us, God also said, 
“Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; 
I have called you by name; you are mine.” 
By God’s grace,  
despite our sin and shortcomings, 
we are redeemed,  
claimed, forgiven, and loved. 
 
May this good news change our lives! 
Amen 
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Gathering Song       God We Gather as Your People     ACS 1038 
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 Greeting and Prayer of the Day   
  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
We pray, Holy One, 
sometimes the simplest of your commands are the hardest for us to hear. 
You say, “Love your enemy.” “Turn the other cheek.” 
“Care for the widow and the orphan.” 
And we want to know: How? When? Where? 
Today as we turn to your word, open up space in us to simply hear your truth for what 
it is. Open up space in our hearts to dream new dreams, to imagine new realities, 
to draw closer to you and closer to love. With hope for a better tomorrow,  
we listen, we pray. 
Amen 
  
The assembly is seated. 
 
 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture readings, preaching and song. 

 
 
Deuteronomy 24:17-22                                 Translation: NRSVue 
  
A reading from Deuteronomy. 
 
“You shall not deprive a resident alien or an orphan of justice; you shall not take a 
widow’s garment in pledge. Remember that you were a slave in Egypt and the Lord your 
God redeemed you from there; therefore I command you to do this. 
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“When you reap your harvest in your field and forget a sheaf in the field, you shall not 
go back to get it; it shall be left for the alien, the orphan, and the widow, so that the 
Lord your God may bless you in all your undertakings. When you beat your olive trees, 
do not strip what is left; it shall be for the alien, the orphan, and the widow. 
 
“When you gather the grapes of your vineyard, do not glean what is left; it shall be for 
the alien, the orphan, and the widow. Remember that you were a slave in the land of 
Egypt; therefore I am commanding you to do this. 
 
Word of God, Word of Life.  
Thanks be to God! 
 
 
Psalm 8 (read responsively)                               Translation: NRSVue 
  
A reading from the Book of Psalms. 
  
 O Lord, our Sovereign, 
     how majestic is your name in all the earth! 
 You have set your glory above the heavens. 
     Out of the mouths of babes and infants 
 you have founded a bulwark because of your foes, 
     to silence the enemy and the avenger. 
 
 When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, 
     the moon and the stars that you have established; 
 what are humans that you are mindful of them, 
     mortals that you care for them? 
 
 Yet you have made them a little lower than God 
     and crowned them with glory and honor. 
 You have given them dominion over the works of your hands; 
     you have put all things under their feet, 
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 all sheep and oxen, 
     and also the beasts of the field, 
 the birds of the air, and the fish of the sea, 
     whatever passes along the paths of the seas. 
  
 O Lord, our Sovereign, 
     how majestic is your name in all the earth! 
 
 
Please rise in body or spirit to welcome the gospel. 
 
 
Gospel: Matthew 19:13-15                                Translation: NRSVue 
 
The Good News from Matthew, the 5th chapter.      
Open our hearts, Lord. 
 
Then children were being brought to him in order that he might lay his hands on them 
and pray. The disciples spoke sternly to those who brought them, but Jesus said,  
“Let the children come to me, and do not stop them, for it is to such as these that the 
kingdom of heaven belongs.” And he laid his hands on them and went on his way. 
  
This is the Good News. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Sermon                                           Pastor Cindy Camp  
 
 
We rise in body or spirit. 
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Word in Song              See the Precious Children 
 

 



10 

Affirmation of Faith 
 
We believe in the good news of Jesus Christ. 
It sounds like welcome and feels like home. 
It sounds like laughter and feels like mercy. 
It sounds like love and feels like a seat at the table, 
so we believe in the good news of Jesus Christ. 
We have seen it alive in the world. 
And even when our hearts ache, even when wars rage, 
even when mercy feels out of reach, 
we remember the one who welcomed the children 
and led with nonviolence. 
We remember the one who cared for the vulnerable 
and inspired those around him. 
We remember that the good news really is good news, 
for we have seen it alive in the world.                          
Thanks be to God! 
Amen 
  
 
Prayers of the People 
 
Friends, as we gather in this space, let us seek a moment of peace and guidance. 
Let us find a posture of reverence as we enter into a time of prayer together. 

 
Following the words, “Lord, hear our prayer,” we sing: 
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Pastor’s closing prayer. 
 
We thank you, God, for your good, good news. 
We lift our prayers to you certain of your peace and presence in our lives. 
Amen 
 
 
Peace 
 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace by saying, 
“Peace be with you.” 

 
 
 
The assembly is seated. 
 
 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 
During the Offering, the gifts will be brought forward. You may remain seated. 
If you wish you may leave your offering in the additional offering plates located on the 
tables in the back of the sanctuary as you leave.  
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8:30 Offering Song     Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service       ELW 712 
Verse 1 

 

 
 
 
10:45 Musical Offering            Be Kind    Choplin 

Spirit Voices 
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Offering Prayer 
 
We pray. 
Gracious God, you have told us that your kingdom belongs to those who are like 
children. We bring these gifts today as an act of childlike trust in your provision. 
Bless these offerings and use them to extend your hand of blessing to all people, 
just as Jesus laid his hands upon the children to pray for them. 
Amen 
 
We rise in body or spirit. 
 
Great Thanksgiving 
 
God loves the field mouse. 
God loves the crows that take flight when church bells ring. 
 
God loves the baby, cooing in the back pew. 
God loves the child who rocks and claps. 
 
God loves the one with wrinkled hands and soft eyes. 
God loves the bumblebees and the tabby cats. 
 
God loves those who walk, crawl, and roll. 
God loves the giant oaks and the evergreens, standing strong over all of us. 
 
God loves the young, the impressionable, and the earnest. 
There is no bit of creation that God does not love. 
 
So let us come to the table of our good-news God! 
Amen 
 
 
Words of Institution 
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Lord’s Prayer 
 
Until that promised day, when we will once again find ourselves 
dancing until our feet are sore and gathering around the table with our neighbors, 
we will pray the prayer your Son taught us to pray, saying: 
 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen 
 
 
Invitation to the Table 
 
Pull up a seat at God’s table. 
There is good news to be shared here. 
 
 
The assembly is seated. 
 
 
Distribution of Communion 
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Communion Song     Christ, You Spoke to Us of Children  
Tune: Polish Melody (“Infant Holy, Infant Lowly”) 

 
 Christ, you spoke to us of children: 
 "Let the children come to me. 
 Do not stop them, for the kingdom 
 Is for little ones like these." 
 God, we grieve now as our nation 
 Fails its moral obligation 
 To receive the refugees. 

 Christ, you spoke of God's intention: 
 "Do not cause my children harm!" 
 Yet we place them in detention, 
 Far from loved ones, scared and worn. 
 Children, huddled close together, 
 Grieve for families that are severed; 
 God of love, what have we done? 

 Christ, you taught us to give water 
 And to help the ones who thirst. 
 Yet in places near the border, 
 We confess we've done our worst. 
 Those who walk must now walk farther. 
 We have made their journey harder; 
 We dump water in the dirt. 

 God of immigrant and stranger, 
 God who welcomes those in need, 
 When your children are in danger, 
 Will we love them or concede? 
 May we not seek cheap forgiveness 
 Till we dare to work for justice — 
 Till your little ones are freed. 
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Communion Song       Children of the Heavenly Father     ELW 781 

 
 
Communion Song           In This Feast of Love   ACS 962 
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We rise in body or spirit. 
 
Prayer after Communion 
 
We pray. 
Lord, you took the children in your arms and blessed them. Now that you have fed us 
with your very self, keep us small in our own eyes but great in your grace. May we live 
this week as true children of the kingdom, following wherever you lead. 
Amen 

 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
Blessing  
 
God bless us, and direct our days and our actions in peace,  
living the good news as we protect and care for the vulnerable. 
Amen 
 
Sending Song Please see next page. 
 
Dismissal 
 
As you leave this place, 
when you meet anger, speak with love. 
When you meet fear, speak with hope. 
When you meet pain, speak with gentleness. 
But no matter what, speak this good news. 
For the good news of the gospel is love and justice for all. 
It is joy that surprises, and nonviolence that transforms. 
The good news of the gospel is alive in the world, so go forth speaking. 
Thanks be to God for this good, good news. 
  
 
Sending Music (10:45)   What Wondrous Love Is This  setting: Childs 
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Sending Song            Go, My Children, with My Blessing           ELW 543 
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Please join in supporting our church's ministries using your preferred method of giving:  

• Enroll in our on-line giving program, Simply Giving (recommended);  

• Mail your offering check to the church;  

• Text your offering to 610-981-1312;  

• Download our mobile app for recurring or one-time gifts;  

• Establish automatic contributions to the church using your bank's bill pay service.  

Additional information is located in the Stewardship section of the church’s website at: 

lchsemmaus.org. 
 
Text Copyright Permissions: Liturgy by Rev. Sarah A. Speed | A Sanctified Art LLC | 
sanctifiedart.org  
Bible translations currently used at worship in this parish: Contemporary English Version (CEV) 
©1995 by American Bible Society. New International Version (NIV) ©1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 
by Biblica, Inc.® Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. New Revised Standard 
Version, Updated Edition. Copyright © 2021 National Council of Churches of Christ in the United 
States of American. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.  
Primary liturgical resources from Sundays and Seasons.com. ©2020, 2017, 2014, 2011  
Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies 
Annual License #20593.  
 
Music permissions: All music reprinted and streamed with permission under  
OneLicense A-701076, all rights reserved.  
God, We Gather as Your People, Text and music © 2007 Welcome Song Music, admin.  
Augsburg Fortress. One License # AF20210212. 
See the Precious Children, Text © Anna Strickland, 2025.  Free for congregational use.  
Music Public Domain. 
Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service, Text © 1961 Oxford University Press. One License #13124.  
Tune Public Domain. 
Be Still and Know, Text Public Domain. Music © 1989 WGRG, Iona Community, admin.  
GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved.  One License # 02774. 
Christ, You Spoke to Us of Children, Copyright © 2019 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette.  
All rights reserved. Permission is given for free use of this hymn. Music Public Domain. 
Children of the Heavenly Father, Text © 1925 Board of Publication, Lutheran Church in America, 
admin. Augsburg Fortress. One License #03614.  Music Public Domain. 
In This Feast of Love, Text and music © 2017, 2020 Jarkko Maukonen, admin.  
Augsburg Fortress. One License # AF20210498. 
Go, My Children, with My Blessing, Text © 1983 Concordia Publishing House.  
One License #110843. Music Public Domain. 
  
 
Graphic Design by Rev. Lauren Wright Pittman | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org 

 

 

http://sanctifiedart.org/
http://sanctifiedart.org/
http://sanctifiedart.org/
http://sanctifiedart.org/
http://sanctifiedart.org/
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
WORSHIP LEADERS 

Pastor Shari Duminy, Senior Pastor 
Pastor Tami K. Reichley, Associate Pastor 

Pastor Cindy Camp, Associate Pastor 
Deacon Melanie Werley, Director of Liturgy 
Deacon Reylene Starego, Director of Music 

Karin Kahler, Director Faith Formation for Children 
  

WORSHIP HELPERS 
Assisting Ministers 

8:30 – Carole Wetherhold 
10:45 – Marian Snyder 

   
Readers 

8:30 – Beth Fatzinger 
10:45 – Marian Snyder 

 
Communion Assistants 

 8:30 – Carol Walrod, Don Walrod  
10:45 – Sheila Huff, Deb Smith 

 
Greeters 

8:30 – Barb Roba, Beth Fatzinger  
10:45 – Nancy Slimmer   

 
Ushers 

8:30 – Gerry Masteller 
10:45 – Rick Slimmer 

  
Production/Technology Team 

Al Bauernschmidt, Chuck Coe, Lexi H., Max H., XJ H., Glenn Hinderliter, Jeff Gross, 
Eric Kahler, Craig Kauffman, Bill Keane, Paige Mathieu, Tom Moessner, Bob Neitz,  

Bill Newill, Kristen Newill, Carol Osenbach, John Osenbach, Chris Pirrotta, Ev Reggie, 
  Bob Stevens, and Jimmy Lee Werley 

 
Altar Care 

Donna Bhagat, Barb Roba, Julie Timmcke, Brenda Brookover, Linda Letts, Marian Harrison, 
Terri Hinderliter, Nancy Shoemaker, Deb Stevens, Cindy Clark, Robert Rice, Carolyn Rice 

 


