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 Fourth Sunday after Easter 
April 26, 2026 

8:30 am 
 

The Holy Spirit Empowers Us for Ministry in Daily Life 
 

Gathered by God’s grace and empowered by the Holy Spirit, 
we invite and welcome all people to join us on our journey 

to become more faithful ministers of Jesus Christ 
in our homes, our communities, and the world. 

 

http://www.lchsemmaus.org/
http://www.facebook.com/lchsemmaus
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We welcome all who worship with us today. 
Visitors are invited to sign the guest register located in the lobby. 

If you are interested in joining our family of faith, 
please talk with one of our Pastors or call the church office. 

 
Children are welcome and celebrated!   

The “Children’s Ministry” table and basket in the lobby  
contains a variety of items for children’s use during worship.  

Stop by to borrow a book or pick up some coloring sheets and crayons. 
 

Please silence all communication devices. 
 

Our services are live streamed and recorded. In-person attendance implies consent 
to be included in the live streamed and recorded worship service. 

 
************************************************ 

HOLY COMMUNION 
All who believe in the presence of Jesus Christ in Holy Communion are welcome to receive  
the Sacrament. To facilitate flow, the ushers invite people to come forward starting with     
the back rows and working forward. You should come forward using the center aisle to 
receive the elements in a continuous style from pastor and worship assistant. Afterward 

you may choose to kneel or stand at the altar rail for a brief moment of prayer or return 
to your seat up the side aisle, depositing your empty cup in the receptacle on your way. 
Gluten free wafers are available. Our wine is grape juice so that all may freely receive.   

Children who do not commune may come forward for a blessing. Communion kits are 
available at the usher stands for those who prefer to remain in their seats, and they will 

be communed along with our Zoom worshippers at the beginning of distribution. 
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GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
  

Gathering Music              My Good Shepherd Is the Lord Bagenfelt 
Spirit of Praise 

 
 
Easter Greeting 
  
 Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
 Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 
 
Welcome and Announcements   
 
 
Please rise in body or spirit. 
 
 
Invitation to Worship 
 

The Lord calls to us, not as a stranger, but as a friend who knows our names.  
We recognize his voice and we follow. Many voices try to distract us  
or lead us astray, but Jesus is the gate; through him, we find safety and rest. 
Let us worship the Good Shepherd together. 
 

 
Commissioning of LDR Mission Trip Leaders 
 
   Friends, today we send out these individuals as ambassadors of our faith  
  and our love. They go to serve, to listen, and to witness. 
 
  Do you commit yourself to this mission with humility and a servant’s heart? 
  We do, with God’s help. 
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  Members of Holy Spirit, will you support these servants with your prayers,  
  encourage them in their weariness, and welcome them home with joy? 
  We will. We go with you in spirit. 
 
  You aren’t just traveling; you are being sent.  
  As you go to York,  
  remember that you carry the light of this community with you.   
   
  Be adaptable: When things don’t go as planned,  
  look for the grace in the chaos. 
   
  Be attentive: Look for the stories that aren’t being told. 
   
  Be humble: Remember that you are going to learn just as much as  
  you are going to serve. 
 
  We commission you in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 
  May your hands and hearts be the hands and heart of Jesus. 
  Amen 
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Gathering Song                I Will Call Upon the Lord W&P 70 
Sing 2 times 
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Greeting and Prayer of the Day   
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
  
We pray.  Loving God, 
thank you for being the Shepherd who calls us by name.  
Help us to recognize your voice today above all the noise and distractions. 
We choose to follow you, trusting that you lead us toward safety and peace.  
Keep us from paths that steal our joy,  
and help us to live fully in the abundant life you have promised. 

 Amen 
 
 
The assembly is seated. 
 
 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture readings, preaching and song. 

 
 
Reading Acts 2:42-47    Translation: NRSVue    

 
A reading from Acts. 
 
The baptized devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship,  
to the breaking of bread and the prayers. 
 
Awe came upon everyone because many wonders and signs were being done  
through the apostles. All who believed were together and had all things in common; 
they would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all,  
as any had need. Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple,  
they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and generous hearts,  
praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day  
the Lord added to their number those who were being saved. 
 
Word of God, Word of Life.   
Thanks be to God! 
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We rise in body or spirit to welcome the gospel. 
 
Gospel John 10:1-10    Translation: NRSVue   

 
The Good News from John, the 10th chapter.  
Open our hearts, Lord. 
 
“Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but climbs 
in by another way is a thief and a bandit. The one who enters by the gate is the 
shepherd of the sheep. The gatekeeper opens the gate for him,  
and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 
When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them,  
and the sheep follow him because they know his voice.  
They will not follow a stranger, but they will run from him  
because they do not know the voice of strangers.”  
Jesus used this figure of speech with them,  
but they did not understand what he was saying to them. 
 
So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep.  
All who came before me are thieves and bandits, but the sheep did not listen to them. 
I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved and will come in and go out  
and find pasture. The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. 
I came that they may have life and have it abundantly. 
 
This is the Good News!   
Thanks be to God!   
 

 
The assembly is seated. 
 
 
Sermon                                                          Pastor Cindy Camp 
 
 
We rise in body or spirit. 
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Word in Song                   Shepherd Me, O God  ELW 780 
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Prayers of the People  
  
 Invitation to prayer:   

Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world,  
let us pray for the needs of all creation. 
 
After each petition: 
Loving Shepherd,  
hear our prayer. 

  
Pastor’s closing prayer:   
God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers  
to proclaim the good news of new life to all the world,  
through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. 
Amen 

               
 
Peace   
  
  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 And also with you. 
 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace by saying, 
“Peace be with you.” 

 
 
The assembly is seated. 
 
 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 
During the Offering Song, the gifts will be brought forward. You may remain seated. 
If you wish you may leave your offering in the additional offering plates located on the 
tables in the back of the sanctuary as you leave.  
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Offering Song                  Blessing, Honor, and Glory ELW 433 
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Offering Prayer 
  
 Lord of the pasture, 

we thank you that you do not call us as strangers, but you call us by name.  
We recognize your voice in the midst of a noisy world. 
Take these gifts and use them to open gates for others –  
to provide for the hungry, to comfort the lonely,  
and to show the world the way to your green pastures.  
May our lives and our resources reflect the 'abundant life' found only in you. 
Amen 
 

 
We rise in body or spirit. 
 
 
Great Thanksgiving   

 
Keeper of our souls,  
call us back to your flock when we go astray. 
 
Lord, you are our shepherd.  
We are Christ’s sheep. 
 
The shepherd shelters us in green pastures.  
In Christ we dwell secure. 
 
The shepherd nourishes us and restores our souls.  
Christ is our Shepherd and gate to the Most High. 
 

 
Words of Institution 
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Lord’s Prayer  
 
We pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us. 
 
Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial  
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen 
 

 
Invitation to the Table   
 
Come, for the Shepherd has laid the table, 
the way is open, and the life offered here is full. 
 
All are welcome, 
come and eat. 
 
 
The assembly is seated. 
 
 
Distribution of Communion 
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Communion Song         What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine! ELW 774 
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Communion Song            You Satisfy the Hungry Heart ELW 484 
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The assembly may remain seated. 
 
 
Prayer after Communion   
  
 We pray. 

Thank you for this meal. You have called us each by name and led us to this table,  
the quiet waters of your grace. In this bread and cup, we have heard your voice,  
and we recognize you as our true provider. 
May we live this week as sheep who know their Shepherd,  
confident that you go before us and that your goodness follows us. 
Amen 
 

 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
 
RITE OF FAREWELL AND GODSPEED 
 

Leader: 
Our church family is ever changing. 
Loved ones are born into the family and loved ones come to the end of their lives. 
Individuals come and go in our church life. 
It is important and right that we recognize these times of passage,  
of endings and beginnings. 
Today we celebrate the gifts you have brought to us as one of our pastors. 
 
Your ministry among us has embodied a faithful spirit. 
Today we give thanks for the ways you have honored your ordination vows  
and blessed so many people in this congregation: 
 preaching the gospel, 
 administering the sacraments, 
 forgiving sins, 
 keeping confidence, 
 affirming questions, 
 inviting prayer, 
 holding boundaries, 
 blessing the chaos, 
 and helping others experience safety, challenge, and love in the body of Christ. 
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Pastor Cindy:  
Dear friends in Christ, you called me to be your pastor and entrusted to me the 
responsibilities of the ordained ministry in your midst. I have been among you to 
baptize, to teach, and to forgive sins. I have been among you to proclaim the good 
news. I have been among you to lead worship and preside at the Holy Communion.  

  
 Release from Call (Leader:) 

We are glad for the relationships you have built in this community; your pastoral 
leadership in our joys, sorrow, and growth; and the spiritual connections you have to 
members of the congregation and their families. 
 
But today your role in the lives of these members is changed. You are no longer their 
pastor, which means you must decline the invitation to officiate their baptisms, 
confirmations, weddings, and funerals.  
 
Do you promise to honor this boundary for the sake of the health of this congregation 
and its leadership? 
I do. 
 
Do you receive our grace and release for anything that feels unfinished in your 
ministry here? 
I do. 

 
Do you trust our gratitude as you move forward into a new chapter of life and ministry 
elsewhere. 
I do. 

 
 
Prayer 
 

We pray. Gracious God, bless your servant Pastor Cindy. Surround her with our 
gratitude and love in this season of change, that she would sense your presence  
and delight in her daily life. Thank you for giving Pastor Cindy to us to know as a 
sibling in Christ, a steward of your mysteries and a worker for peace. We release her 
from her call to The Lutheran Church of the Holy Spirit, trusting that you will continue to 
use Pastor Cindy to bless the church and the world through Jesus, who is transformed 
and transforms us.  
Amen 

 
 
Acclamations and gifts follow. 
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Please rise in body or spirit. 
 
 
Blessing   
 

May the Lord go before you. Just as the Shepherd walks ahead of his sheep,  
may you feel his presence clearing the path before you today.  
You do not have to figure out the way on your own;  
may you have the peace of a follower who trusts the Leader. 
Amen 

 
 
Sending Song Please see next page. 
 
 
Dismissal   
 
 May we recognize the Shepherd’s voice in the cry of the needy,  
 in the silence of prayer, and in the faces of our neighbors.  
 We are known, we are called, and we are led. 
 Thanks be to God. 
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Sending Song                    Lead Me, Guide Me  ELW 768 
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Please join in supporting our church's ministries using your preferred method of giving:  

• Enroll in our on-line giving program, Simply Giving (recommended);  

• Mail your offering check to the church;  

• Text your offering to 610-981-1312;  

• Download our mobile app for recurring or one-time gifts;  

• Establish automatic contributions to the church using your bank's bill pay service.  

Additional information is located in the Stewardship section of the church’s website at: lchsemmaus.org. 

 
 
Text copyright permissions. 
Speak it Plain: Words for Worship and Life Together, Farewell to a Pastor, Copyright © 2020, Meta 
Herrick Carlson, Published by Fortress Press.  The Abingdon Worship Annual 2026: Worship Planning Resources 
for Every Sunday of the Year.  Copyright © 2025 by Abingdon Press.  Used by permission. 

Lectionary Worship Aids, Series VI, Cycle A, H. Burnham Kirkland, Copyright © 2001 by CSS Publishing 
Company, Inc., Lima, Ohio. Playing Hopscotch in Heaven: Lectionary Liturgies for RCL Year A, Copyright © 
2013 Thom M. Shuman. Connections Worship Companion, Year A, Vol. 1, David Gambrell, editor, Reprinted 
by permission Westminster John Knox press © 2022. Feasting on the Word, Liturgies for Year 1, Vol. 1, Advent 
through Pentecost, Reprinted by permission of Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting on the Word 
Worship Companion.  Copyright 2015. 
 
 

Bible translations currently used at worship in this parish: Contemporary English Version (CEV) ©1995 
by American Bible Society.  New International Version (NIV) ©1973, 1978, 1984, 2011  
by Biblica, Inc.® Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. New Revised Standard Version, 
Updated Edition. Copyright © 2021 National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States of American. 
Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.  
 
Primary liturgical resources from Sundays and Seasons.com. ©2020, 2017, 2014, 2011  
Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies  
Annual License #20593.  
 
Music permissions: All music reprinted and streamed with permission under  
OneLicense A-701076, all rights reserved.  
 
I Will Call upon the Lord, Text and Music © 1981 Sound III and All Nations Music. Co-owned by MCA Music 
Publishing, 2440 Sepulveda Blvd., Suite 100, Los Angeles, CA 90064-1712 and The Lorenz Corporation, 
PO Box 802, Dayton, OH 45401-0802. all rights reserved.  
One License #02558. 

Shepherd Me, O God, Text and music © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 
60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission.  One License #00751. 
Blessing, Honor, and Glory, Text and music © 1990 Word Music, LLC. and Maranatha! Music, admin. Music 
Services, Inc. All Rights Reserved. International Copyright Secured. Used By Permission. CCLI #1001179. 
What A Fellowship, What A Joy Divine!, Text and Music Public Domain. 
You Satisfy the Hungry Heart, Text and music © 1977 Archdiocese of Philadelphia, admin. International 
Liturgy Publications.  One License #85925 

Lead Me, Guide Me, Text and music © 1953 Doris Akers. All rights administered by Unichappell Music, Inc. 
International Copyright Secured. All Rights Reserved. One License #270630. 
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
WORSHIP LEADERS 

Pastor Shari Duminy, Senior Pastor 
Pastor Tami K. Reichley, Associate Pastor 

Pastor Cindy Camp, Associate Pastor 
Deacon Melanie Werley, Director of Liturgy 
Deacon Reylene Starego, Director of Music 

Karin Kahler, Director Faith Formation for Children 
  

WORSHIP HELPERS 
 

Assisting Minister 
JoEllen Rooney 

   
Reader 

Joe Burke 
 

Communion Assistants 
Carol Walrod, Don Walrod 

 
Greeter 

Lorie Stout Sherman  
   

Usher 
Mike Epperly  

 
Production/Technology Team 

Al Bauernschmidt, Chuck Coe, Max H., Glenn Hinderliter, Jeff Gross, Eric Kahler,  
Craig Kauffman, Bill Keane, Paige Mathieu, Tom Moessner, Bob Neitz, Bill Newill,  

Kristen Newill, Carol Osenbach, John Osenbach, Chris Pirrotta, Ev Reggie, 
  Bob Stevens, and Jimmy Lee Werley 

 
Altar Care 

Bob Rice, Carolyn Rice, Terri Hinderliter, Linda Letts, Jennifer Wetzel, 
Marian Harrison, Donna Bhagat, Lynda Swartz, Cindy Clark, Deb Stevens,  

Julie Timmcke, Robbie Flynn 
  


