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 Sixth Sunday after Easter 
May 10, 2026 

8:30 am 
 

The Holy Spirit Empowers Us for Ministry in Daily Life 
 

Gathered by God’s grace and empowered by the Holy Spirit, 
we invite and welcome all people to join us on our journey 

to become more faithful ministers of Jesus Christ 
in our homes, our communities, and the world. 

 
 

http://www.lchsemmaus.org/
http://www.facebook.com/lchsemmaus
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We welcome all who worship with us today. 
Visitors are invited to sign the guest register located in the lobby. 

If you are interested in joining our family of faith, 
please talk with one of our Pastors or call the church office. 

 
Children are welcome and celebrated!   

The “Children’s Ministry” table and basket in the lobby  
contains a variety of items for children’s use during worship.  

Stop by to borrow a book or pick up some coloring sheets and crayons. 
 

Please silence all communication devices. 
 

Our services are live streamed and recorded. In-person attendance implies consent 
to be included in the live streamed and recorded worship service. 

 
************************************************ 

HOLY COMMUNION 
All who believe in the presence of Jesus Christ in Holy Communion are welcome to receive  
the Sacrament. To facilitate flow, the ushers invite people to come forward starting with     
the back rows and working forward. You should come forward using the center aisle to 
receive the elements in a continuous style from pastor and worship assistant. Afterward 

you may choose to kneel or stand at the altar rail for a brief moment of prayer or return 
to your seat up the side aisle, depositing your empty cup in the receptacle on your way. 
Gluten free wafers are available. Our wine is grape juice so that all may freely receive.   

Children who do not commune may come forward for a blessing. Communion kits are 
available at the usher stands for those who prefer to remain in their seats, and they will 

be communed along with our Zoom worshippers at the beginning of distribution. 
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GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
  

Gathering                 The Way, The Truth, and the Life  
                                     Spirit of Praise          Ferguson, Maxwell, and Louis 
 
 
Welcome and Announcements   
 
 
We rise in body or spirit. 
 
 
Invitation to Worship 
 

We do not worship alone. The Father has given us another Advocate  
to help us and be with us forever – the Spirit of truth.  
Let us worship the One who dwells within us.  
Let us celebrate the love of the Father,  
the life of the Son, and the presence of the Holy Spirit.  
 

 
Gathering Dialog   
 

Jesus said, “If you love me, you will keep my commandments.” 
Risen Lord, give us your Advocate, the Spirit of truth, 
to abide in us as we abide in you. 
 
Jesus said, “I will not leave you orphaned:  
I am coming to you.” 
Risen Lord, we will watch for your coming.  
Because you live, we will live in you. 
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Gathering Song                     Shout to the Lord  ELW 821 

 
 
Greeting and Prayer of the Day   

 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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We pray.  Holy One, 
thank you for the promise that we are never alone. Help us to show our love for 
you by following your ways and living with kindness. Let your Holy Spirit stay 
close to our hearts today. Even when things feel uncertain, remind us that you are 
living within us and that we belong to you. Thank you for the comfort of knowing 
we are your children and that you will never leave us behind. 
Amen 
 

 
The assembly is seated. 
 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture readings, preaching and song. 

 
 
Reading Acts 17:22-31   Translation: NRSVue    

 
A reading from Acts. 
 
Then Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see how extremely 
spiritual you are in every way. For as I went through the city and looked carefully at 
the objects of your worship, I found among them an altar with the inscription,  
‘To an unknown god.’ What therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. 
The God who made the world and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and 
earth, does not live in shrines made by human hands, nor is he served by human hands, 
as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life and breath  
and all things. From one ancestor he made all peoples to inhabit the whole earth,  
and he allotted the times of their existence and the boundaries of the places where 
they would live, so that they would search for God and perhaps fumble about for him 
and find him—though indeed he is not far from each one of us. For ‘In him we live  
and move and have our being’; as even some of your own poets have said,  
‘For we, too, are his offspring.’  “Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think 
that the deity is like gold or silver or stone, an image formed by the art and 
imagination of mortals. While God has overlooked the times of human ignorance,  
now he commands all people everywhere to repent, because he has fixed a day on 
which he will have the world judged in righteousness by a man whom he has 
appointed, and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.” 
 
Word of God, Word of Life.   
Thanks be to God! 
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We rise in body or spirit to welcome the gospel. 
 
 
Gospel John 14:15-21    Translation: NRSVue 

 
The Good News from John, the 14th chapter.  
Open our hearts, Lord. 
 
“If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask the Father,  
and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever.  
This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive because it neither sees him  
nor knows him. You know him because he abides with you, and he will be in you. 
 
“I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. In a little while the world will  
no longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will live.  
On that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you.  
They who have my commandments and keep them are those who love me,  
and those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love them  
and reveal myself to them.” 
 
This is the Good News!   
Thanks be to God!   

 
 
The assembly is seated. 
 
 
Sermon   Pastor Shari Duminy 
 
 
We rise in body or spirit. 
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Word in Song                 Shout for Joy Loud and Long WOV 793 

 
 
 
Prayers of the People  
  
 Invitation to prayer:   

Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world,  
let us pray for the needs of all creation. 
 
After each petition: 
Spirit of Truth, 
receive our prayer. 
 

 Pastor’s closing prayer:   
God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news  
of new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. 
Amen 
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Peace   
  
  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 And also with you. 
 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace by saying, 
“Peace be with you.” 

 
 
The assembly is seated. 
 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 
During the Offering Song, the gifts will be brought forward. You may remain seated. 
If you wish you may leave your offering in the additional offering plates located on the 
tables in the back of the sanctuary as you leave.  
 
Offering Song             Commonwealth Is God’s Commandment ACS 1036 

Verse 1 
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Offering Prayer   
 
 We pray. Gracious God, you purify us and wash us in the waters of our baptism.  
 In gratitude and thanksgiving, we return these gifts to you that they may bring  
 hope and light to a world in need. 

Amen 
 
We rise in body or spirit. 
 
 
Great Thanksgiving   

 
Search for God, seekers of the way. 
Where shall we go to find what we seek? 
 
Grope for truth, disciples of wisdom. 
Where shall we look for answers? 
 
Listen for God’s Word. 
We will listen with the Spirit’s help. 
 
Help us hear your voice that we may respond with our very lives. 
Teach us your commandment of love, that we may walk in your ways  
and reveal your presence to the world. 
 

Words of Institution 
 
 
Lord’s Prayer   

 
And now, with the confidence of children of God, we pray: 
 
Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen 
 



10 

Invitation to the Table   
 
 Come to this table, where you are known as God’s beloved child. 
 
The assembly is seated. 
 
Distribution of Communion 
 
 
Communion Song                    Here Is Bread  ELW 483 
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Communion Song               The Peace of the Lord  ELW 646 
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Communion Song               Come, Share the Spirit ACS 1045 
 

 
 
 
 
We rise in body or spirit. 
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Prayer after Communion   
  
 We pray. Lord Jesus, 

we thank you for the gift of this table and for the nourishment of your presence.  
You have promised that you will not leave us as orphans,  
but that you come to us even now through your Spirit. 
As we leave this place, help us to show our love for you not just in words,  
but by keeping your commandments and walking in your ways.  
We thank you for the Spirit of Truth, our Advocate,  
who dwells within us and guides us when the world cannot see. 
Because you live, we live also. May we remain in your love –  
conscious that you are in the Father, we are in you, and you are in us.  
Let the peace of this communion sustain us until we meet again. 
Amen 
 

 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
 
Blessing   
 

Go forth into the world, not as orphans, but as children held in the steady embrace  
of the Father. May the Spirit of Truth dwell within you, providing comfort when you 
are weary and clarity when the path is dim. As you have received the commandment 
to love, may you carry that love into every corner of your life, knowing that the  
One who promised to return is already standing beside you. 
Amen 

 
 
Sending Song Please see next page. 
 
 
Dismissal   
 

Go forth in the peace of Christ, keeping his commandments in love  
and resting in the promise that the Spirit of truth dwells within you,  
for you are never orphaned and he is always with you. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Sending Song                    Oh, Sing to the Lord  ELW 822 
Verses 1 – 3 
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Please join in supporting our church's ministries using your preferred method of giving:  

• Enroll in our on-line giving program, Simply Giving (recommended);  

• Mail your offering check to the church;  

• Text your offering to 610-981-1312;  

• Download our mobile app for recurring or one-time gifts;  

• Establish automatic contributions to the church using your bank's bill pay service.  

Additional information is located in the Stewardship section of the church’s website at: lchsemmaus.org. 

 
Text copyright permissions. 
The Abingdon Worship Annual 2026: Worship Planning Resources for Every Sunday of the Year.  Copyright © 
2025 by Abingdon Press.  Used by permission. 
Lectionary Worship Aids, Series VI, Cycle A, H. Burnham Kirkland, Copyright © 2001 by CSS Publishing 
Company, Inc., Lima, Ohio. Playing Hopscotch in Heaven: Lectionary Liturgies for RCL Year A, Copyright © 

2013 Thom M. Shuman. Connections Worship Companion, Year A, Vol. 1, David Gambrell, editor, Reprinted 
by permission Westminster John Knox press © 2022. Feasting on the Word, Liturgies for Year 1, Vol. 1, Advent 
through Pentecost, Reprinted by permission of Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting on the Word 
Worship Companion.  Copyright 2015. 
 
Bible translations currently used at worship in this parish: Contemporary English Version (CEV) ©1995 
by American Bible Society.  New International Version (NIV) ©1973, 1978, 1984, 2011  
by Biblica, Inc.® Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. New Revised Standard Version, 
Updated Edition. Copyright © 2021 National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States of American. 
Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.  
 
Primary liturgical resources from Sundays and Seasons.com. ©2020, 2017, 2014, 2011  
Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies  
Annual License #20593.  
 
Music permissions: All music reprinted and streamed with permission under OneLicense A-701076,  
all rights reserved.  
 
Shout to the Lord, Text and music © 1993 Darlene Zschech/Hillsong Publishing, admin USA & Canada 
Integrity’s Hosanna! Music.  CCLI #1406918. 
Shout for Joy Loud and Long, Text © 1982 by Jubilate Hymns (admin. by Hope Publishing Co., Carol 
Stream, IL 60188). All rights reserved. One License # 695bca281ff15. Music Public Domain. 
Commonwealth Is God’s Commandment, Text © 2018 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved.  
One License #MB2017.  Music Public Domain. 
Here Is Bread, Text and music © 1991 Make Way Music, admin. by Music Services in the Western 

Hemisphere (ASCAP). All rights reserved. CCLI #983717. 
The Peace of the Lord, English text © Lutheran World Federation, Tune: © 1970, Anders Ruuth, admin. 
Augsburg Fortress, One License #63091. 
Come Share the Spirit, Text © 1987 Augsburg Fortress. Music © 2017 Augsburg Fortress. One License 
#AF2019135. 
Oh, Sing to the Lord, Text and tune Public Domain. 
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
WORSHIP LEADERS 

Pastor Shari Duminy, Senior Pastor 
Pastor Tami K. Reichley, Associate Pastor 

Deacon Melanie Werley, Director of Liturgy 
Deacon Reylene Starego, Director of Music 

Karin Kahler, Director Faith Formation for Children 
  

WORSHIP HELPERS 
 

Assisting Minister 
Diane Evans  

   
Reader 

Becky Keane 
 

Communion Assistants 
 Beth Fatzinger, Dave Fatzinger 

 
Greeter 

Sue Smith  
   

Usher 
Rob Smith 

 
Production/Technology Team 

Al Bauernschmidt, Chuck Coe, Max H., Glenn Hinderliter, Jeff Gross, Eric Kahler,  
Craig Kauffman, Bill Keane, Paige Mathieu, Tom Moessner, Bob Neitz, Bill Newill,  

Kristen Newill, Carol Osenbach, John Osenbach, Chris Pirrotta, Ev Reggie, 
  Bob Stevens, and Jimmy Lee Werley 

 
Altar Care 

Bob Rice, Carolyn Rice, Julie Timmcke, Brenda Brookover, Donna Bhagat,  
Barb Roba, Lynn Snyder, Cindy Clark, Deb Stevens, Nancy Shoemaker 

  


