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Now they know that
everything you have
given me is from you;
for the words that
you gave to me

| have given to them.
John 17:7, NRSV

Seventh Sunday after Easter
May 17, 2026
8:30 am

The Holy Spirit Empowers Us for Ministry in Daily Life

Gathered by God’s grace and empowered by the Holy Spirit,
we invite and welcome all people to join us on our journey
to become more faithful ministers of Jesus Christ
in our homes, our communities, and the world.


http://www.lchsemmaus.org/
http://www.facebook.com/lchsemmaus

We welcome all who worship with us today.
Visitors are invited to sign the guest register located in the lobby.
If you are interested in joining our family of faith,
please talk with one of our Pastors or call the church office.

Children are welcome and celebrated!
The “Children’s Ministry” table and basket in the lobby
contains a variety of items for children’s use during worship.
Stop by to borrow a book or pick up some coloring sheets and crayons.

Please silence all communication devices.

Our services are live streamed and recorded. In-person attendance implies consent
to be included in the live streamed and recorded worship service.
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HOLY COMMUNION
All who believe in the presence of Jesus Christ in Holy Communion are welcome to receive
the Sacrament. To facilitate flow, the ushers invite people to come forward starting with
the back rows and working forward. You should come forward using the center aisle to
receive the elements in a continuous style from pastor and worship assistant. Afterward
you may choose to kneel or stand at the altar rail for a brief moment of prayer or return
to your seat up the side aisle, depositing your empty cup in the receptacle on your way.
Gluten free wafers are available. Our wine is grape juice so that all may freely receive.
Children who do not commune may come forward for a blessing. Communion kits are
available at the usher stands for those who prefer to remain in their seats, and they will
be communed along with our Zoom worshippers at the beginning of distribution.



GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Gathering Music The Ascension Wickham
Diane Evans, solo; Glenn Hinderliter, percussion
Easter Greeting
Alleluia! Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!
Welcome and Announcements

We rise in body or spirit.

Invitation to Worship

The hour has come. Lift your eyes to heaven,

for eternal life is found in knowing the only true God.
We have received his word and believed;

we belong to the Father and the Son.

Make us one, even as you are one. Let us worship in unity.

Gathering Dialog

We gather in this place, some empty, some filled, some whole, some broken:
yearning for the Holy Spirit to fill us.

We come, with these ordinary people, who have shown us the way;
trusting that God will continue to illumine our hearts.

We surround the table of grace, so we might be fed by the Bread of Life:
That graced, we may serve others; that healed we may bring hope to the world.



Gathering Song God, We Gather as Your People ACS 1038

Verses 1 & 4
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Greeting and Prayer of the Day

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

We pray. Heavenly Father,

Thank you for the gift of eternal life and for letting us know you

through your Son, Jesus. As we go through our days,

please keep us safe by your power. Help us to live in peace and be united
with one another, just as you and Jesus are one.

May your joy fill our hearts and your light shine through everything we do.
Amen

The assembly is seated.

WORD

God speaks to us in scripture readings, preaching and song.

Reading Acts 1:6-14 Translation: NRSVue
A reading from Acts.

So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time when you will
restore the kingdom to Israel?” He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or
periods that the Father has set by his own authority. But you will receive power when
the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem,

in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” When he had said this, as
they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight.

While he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in
white robes stood by them. They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up
toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven,

will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.”



Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem,
a Sabbath day’s journey away. When they had entered the city, they went to the
room upstairs where they were staying: Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew,
Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and Simon the
Zealot, and Judas son of James. All these were constantly devoting themselves to
prayer, together with certain women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his
brothers.

Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God!

We rise in body or spirit to welcome the gospel.
Gospel John 17:1-11 Translation: NRSVue

The Good News from John, the 17t chapter.
Open our hearts, Lord.

After Jesus had spoken these words, he looked up to heaven and said,

“Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify you,

since you have given him authority over all people, to give eternal life to all whom you
have given him. And this is eternal life, that they may know you, the only true God,
and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent. | glorified you on earth by finishing the work
that you gave me to do. So now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the
glory that | had in your presence before the world existed.

“l have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world.
They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word.
Now they know that everything you have given me is from you, for the words
that you gave to me | have given to them, and they have received them and know
in truth that | came from you, and they have believed that you sent me.

| am asking on their behalf; | am not asking on behalf of the world but on behalf
of those whom you gave me, because they are yours. All mine are yours,

and yours are mine, and | have been glorified in them.

And now | am no longer in the world, but they are in the world,

and | am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name

that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are one.

This is the Good Newsl!
Thanks be to God!



The assembly is seated.
Sermon

We rise in body or spirit.

Pastor Shari Duminy

Word in Song Bind Us Together W&P 18
Verses 1 & 3
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Welcoming New Members to the Lutheran Church of the Holy Spirit
Those being welcomed, representative of the congregation and ministers gather at the altar.

Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism and for Barry, Dorothy, Daniel, Paige,
Hadley, Kyle, and Alan, one with us in the body of Christ, whom we welcome as
new members into the life and ministry of the Lutheran Church of the Holy Spirit.

Apostles’ Creed
With the whole church, let us confess our faith, the faith in which we baptize.
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,

The assembly is seated.

Address and Questions

In baptism, we are welcomed into the body of Christ and sent to share in the mission of
God. We are called to live among God's faithful people, to hear the word of God and
share in the Lord's supper, to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and
deed, to serve all people, following the example of Jesus, and to strive for justice and
peace in all the earth.



Siblings in Christ, do you intend to continue in the covenant
of your baptism among God's people in this place?

| do, and | ask God to help and guide me.

People of God,
do you promise to support and pray for our new members in their life in Christ?
We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.

A representative of the congregation presents a Bible to the persons being welcomed.

Receive this Bible.

Hear God’s word with us.

Learn and tell its stories.

Discover its mysteries.

Honor its commandments.

Rejoice in its good news.

May God’s life-giving word inspire you to ministry in daily life.

Welcome

Those being welcomed face the assembly.

Let us welcome these siblings in Christ to Holy Spirit’s community of faith.
We rejoice with you in the life of baptism.

Together we give thanks and praise to God

and proclaim the good news to all the world.

We rise in body or spirit.



Prayers of the People

Invitation to prayer:
Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world,
let us pray for the needs of all creation.

After each petition:
O risen One,
receive our prayer.

Pastor’s closing prayer:

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim

the good news of new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.
Amen

Peace

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace by saying,
“Peace be with you.”

The assembly is seated.

MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

During the Offering Song, the gifts will be brought forward. You may remain seated.
If you wish you may leave your offering in the additional offering plates located on the
tables in the back of the sanctuary as you leave.



Offering Song Commonwealth Is God’s Commandment ACS 1036
Verse 1
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I Com-mon-wealth is God’s com-mand-ment; com-mon goods are meant to share.
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Plead for the peace of all cre-a - tion. Pray for a place where grace is found.
Shan-ti, pax, sha - lom,mas-la - ha: com-mon gnod is”  ho- ly ground.

Offering Prayer

We pray. Dear Lord, enable these gifts, by the power of your Spirit, to convey
your love and ours: healing the sick, feeding the hungry, comforting the sorrowing,
and proclaiming the good news that Jesus lives.

Amen

We rise in body or spirit.

Great Thanksgiving

Prepare to receive the Spirit.
When will it come?

God alone appoints the time.
We are ready.



Prepare to be clothed with power from on high.
We are ready.

Look and wait for Christ with expectant hearts.
We are ready.

May the God of our Lord Jesus Christ give us a spirit of wisdom and revelation
as we come to know our heavenly creator.

With the eyes of our hearts enlightened, may we know the hope

to which we are called and the riches of God’s inheritance.

May the immeasurable greatness of God’s power bless us each day.
Amen and amen!

Words of Institution

Lord’s Prayer
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those

who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen



Invitation to the Table

Come to the table of new life.
Receive the risen Lord.

The assembly is seated.

Distribution of Communion

Communion Song | Come with Joy ELW 482
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Communion Song Ten Thousand Reasons ) _ ACS 1097
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We rise in body or spirit.

Prayer after Communion

We pray.

Heavenly Father,

The hour has come, and we thank you for this life-giving bread and cup.
Thank you for the gift of eternal life - to know you, the only true God,
and Jesus Christ, whom you sent.

As we leave this table, protect us by the power of your name.

Keep us one with our siblings in Christ, just as you and the Son are one,
that your glory may be revealed through us.

Amen

SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
Blessing

May the Father glorify you with his presence, just as he glorified the Son.

Go forth in the joy of eternal life, which is to know the only true God.

May you be kept secure in his name and made one in spirit, even as he is one.
Amen

Sending Song Please see next page.

Dismissal

Go forth into the world protected by the Father’s name,
carrying the light of Christ’s finished work so that his joy
may be made complete in you.

Thanks be to God.



Sending Song May the God of Hope Go with You ACS 984
Sing 2 times
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Please join in supporting our church's ministries using your preferred method of giving:

Enroll in our on-line giving program, Simply Giving (recommended);
Mail your offering check to the church;

Text your offering to 610-981-1312;

Download our mobile app for recurring or one-time gifts;

Establish automatic contributions to the church using your bank's bill pay
service.

Additional information is located in the Stewardship section of the church s website at:
Ichsemmaus.org.



Text copyright permissions.

The Abingdon Worship Annual 2026: Worship Planning Resources for Every Sunday of the
Year. Copyright © 2025 by Abingdon Press. Used by permission.

Lectionary Worship Aids, Series VI, Cycle A, H. Burnham Kirkland, Copyright © 2001 by
CSS Publishing Company, Inc., Lima, Ohio.

Playing Hopscotch in Heaven: Lectionary Liturgies for RCL Year A, Copyright © 2013 Thom
M. Shuman. Connections Worship Companion, Year A, Vol. 1, David Gambrell, editor,
Reprinted by permission Westminster John Knox press © 2022.

Feasting on the Word, Liturgies for Year 1, Vol. 1, Advent through Pentecost, Reprinted by
permission of Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting on the Word Worship
Companion. Copyright 2015.

Bible translations currently used at worship in this parish: Contemporary English
Version (CEV) ©1995 by American Bible Society. New International Version (NIV)
©1973, 1978, 1984, 2011

by Biblica, Inc.® Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. New Revised
Standard Version, Updated Edition. Copyright © 2021 National Council of Churches of
Christ in the United States of American. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.

Primary liturgical resources from Sundays and Seasons.com. ©2020, 2017, 2014, 2011
Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress
Liturgies Annual License #20593.

Music permissions: All music reprinted and streamed with permission under Onelicense
A-701076, all rights reserved

God, We Gather as Your People, Text and music © 2007 Welcome Song Music, admin.
Augsburg Fortress. One License # AF20210212.

Bind Us Together, © 1977 Kingsway Thankyou Music, admin. Integrity's Hosanna! Music in
N., S., and C. America. CCLI #1228.

Commonwealth Is God’s Commandment, Text © 2018 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com.
All rights reserved. One License #MB2017. Music Public Domain.

Ten Thousand Reasons, © 2011 Atlas Mountain Songs | sixsteps Music | Thankyou Music
Ltd | worshiptogether.com songs, CCLI Song # 6016351.

| Come with Joy, Text © 1971, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL
60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission. One License #00455.

May the God of Hope Go with You, Text and Music Public Domain.
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