The Lutheran Church of the Holy Spirit
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Eighth Sunday after Pentecost
July 19, 2026
10:45 am

The Holy Spirit Empowers Us for Ministry in Daily Life

Gathered by God'’s grace and empowered by the Holy Spirit,
we invite and welcome all people to join us on our journey
to become more faithful ministers of Jesus Christ
in our homes, our communities, and the world.


http://www.lchsemmaus.org/
http://www.facebook.com/lchsemmaus

We welcome all who worship with us today.
Visitors are invited to sign the guest register located in the lobby.
If you are interested in joining our family of faith,
please talk with one of our Pastors or call the church office.

Children are welcome and celebrated!
The “Children’s Ministry” table and basket in the lobby
contains a variety of items for children’s use during worship.
Stop by to borrow a book or pick up some coloring sheets and crayons.

Please silence all communication devices.

Our services are live streamed and recorded. In-person attendance implies consent
to be included in the live streamed and recorded worship service.
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HOLY COMMUNION
All who believe in the presence of Jesus Christ in Holy Communion are welcome to receive
the Sacrament. To facilitate flow, the ushers invite people to come forward starting with
the back rows and working forward. You should come forward using the center aisle to
receive the elements in a continuous style from pastor and worship assistant. Afterward
you may choose to kneel or stand at the altar rail for a brief moment of prayer or return
to your seat up the side aisle, depositing your empty cup in the receptacle on your way.
Gluten free wafers are available. Our wine is grape juice so that all may freely receive.
Children who do not commune may come forward for a blessing. Communion kits are
available at the usher stands for those who prefer to remain in their seats, and they will
be communed along with our Zoom worshippers at the beginning of distribution.
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GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Gathering Music Where He Leads Me  John S. Norris, Arr. Cindy Berry

Welcome and Announcements

Call to Worship

Dear friends, the promises of God are true and that is why we gather for worship
and praise; God, quiet our spirits and open our hearts to bring us hope and peace.

We look at this world, where the fears and hatred seem to abound.
For what can we hope, O God?

We wait breathlessly for the goodness of creation to be made manifest in all the

world, for this is the promise of God.
God is always with us, guiding, rescuing, healing, and restoring us.
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Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Hymn of Praise Glory to God ELW Setting 3
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Prayer of the Day

We pray. Faithful God,

most merciful judge, you care for your children with firmness and compassion.
By your Spirit nurture us who live in your kingdom, that we may be rooted in the
way of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

The assembly is seated.

WORD

God speaks to us in scripture readings, preaching and song.
1stReading Isaiah 44:6-8 Translation: NIV
A reading from the prophet Isaiah:

“This is what the LORD says—

Israel’s King and Redeemer, the LORD Almighty:
| am the first and | am the last;

apart from me there is no God.
Who then is like me? Let him proclaim it.



Let him declare and lay out before me
what has happened since | established my ancient people,
and what is yet to come—
yes, let them foretell what will come.
Do not tremble, do not be afraid.
Did | not proclaim this and foretell it long ago?
You are my witnesses. Is there any God besides me?
No, there is no other Rock; | know not one.”

Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God!

2nd Reading Romans 8:12-25 Translation: NIV
A reading from Romans:

Therefore, brothers and sisters, we have an obligation—Dbut it is not to the flesh, to
live according to it. For if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the
Spirit you put to death the misdeeds of the body, you will live.

For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of God. The Spirit you
received does not make you slaves, so that you live in fear again; rather, the Spirit
you received brought about your adoption to sonship. And by him we cry, “Abbq,
Father.” The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children. Now if
we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed
we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory.

| consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will
be revealed in us. For the creation waits in eager expectation for the children of God
to be revealed. For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice,
but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be
liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the freedom and glory of the
children of God.

We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right
up to the present time. Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the
Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption to sonship, the
redemption of our bodies.



For in this hope we were saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes
for what they already have? But if we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait
for it patiently.

Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God!

Please rise in body or spirit to welcome the gospel.

Gospel Acclamation Alleluia ELW Setting 3
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Gospel Translation: NIV

The holy gospel according to St. Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord

Jesus told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a man who sowed
good seed in his field. But while everyone was sleeping, his enemy came and sowed
weeds among the wheat, and went away. When the wheat sprouted and formed
heads, then the weeds also appeared. “The owner’s servants came to him and said,
‘Sir, didn’t you sow good seed in your field? Where then did the weeds come from?’
“‘An enemy did this,’” he replied. “The servants asked him, ‘Do you want us to go and
pull them up?’

*No,” he answered, ‘because while you are pulling the weeds, you may uproot the
wheat with them. Let both grow together until the harvest.



At that time | will tell the harvesters: First collect the weeds and tie them in bundles to
be burned; then gather the wheat and bring it into my barn.””

Then he left the crowd and went into the house. His disciples came to him and said,
“Explain to us the parable of the weeds in the field.”

He answered, “The one who sowed the good seed is the Son of Man. The field is the
world, and the good seed stands for the people of the kingdom. The weeds are the
people of the evil one, and the enemy who sows them is the devil. The harvest is the
end of the age, and the harvesters are angels.

“As the weeds are pulled up and burned in the fire, so it will be at the end of the
age. The Son of Man will send out his angels, and they will weed out of his kihngdom
everything that causes sin and all who do evil. They will throw them into the blazing
furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will
shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Whoever has ears, let them hear.”
The gospel of our Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

The assembly is seated.

Sermon Pastor Tami Reichley

Please rise in body or spirit.



Hymn of the Day Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast ELW 516
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now let the dew of heav'n de-scend and righ-teous fruits a - bound.
but give it root in ev-'ry heart to bring forth fruits of love.
but let it yield a hun-dred-fold the fruits of peace and joy.

that all whose souls the truth re - ceive its sav - ing pow’r may know.

Affirmation / Creed
Introduction: Let us profess our faith this day using the words of the Apostle’s Creed:

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended to heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.



| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the People

Invitation to prayer:

God of strength and of peace,

we come before you this day with hearts full and hearts heavy,

uplifted by dreams and weighed down by nightmares.

Meet us in this space, and hear us as we bring before you these things on our hearts.

After each petition:
God our rock, may it be so.

Pastor’s closing prayer:

Blessed are you, O God our rock,

who hears our prayers and strengthens us for life.
Amen.

Peace

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace by saying,
“Peace be with you.”

The assembly is seated.



MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

During the Musical Offering, the gifts will be brought forward. You may remain seated.
If you wish you may leave your offering in the additional offering plates located on the
tables in the back of the sanctuary as you leave.

Musical Offering Day by Day (from “Godspell”) Schwartz
Cindy Cicconi-Ernst, solo

Offering Prayer

We pray. Gracious God, you bring forth food from the earth and nourish your whole
creation. Turn our hearts foward those who hunger in any way, that all may know
your care; and prepare us now to feast on the bread of life, Jesus Christ,

our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Please rise in body or spirit.

Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.

And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:



Sanctus Holy, Holy, Holy ELW Setting 3
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Words of Institution
Word in Meal

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,

and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,

the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,

be all honor and glory, now and forever.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

We pray.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.
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Agnus Dei Lamb of God ELW Setting 3
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Invitation to the Table
This is a family table. It is big enough for all to sit together.
It is big enough to hold our similarities and our differences, our arguments and our
agreements. It is a glimpse of what the world would look like when God’s kingdom

comes and we are truly united as children of God.

Come. Witness. Feast. Celebrate.

The assembly is seated.

Distribution of Communion



Communion Hymn As the Grains of Wheat ELW 465
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Communion Hymn For the Fruit of All Creation ELW 679
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1 For the fruit of all cre - a - tion, thanks be to  God.
2 In  the just re - ward of la-bor, Gods  will is  done.
3 For the har-vests of  the Spir-it, thanks  be to  God.
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For these gifts to ev - 'ry na- tion, thanks  be to  God.
In  the help we give ourneigh-bor, God’s  will is  done.
For the good we all in-her - it, thanks  be to  God.
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fu - ture needs in  earth’s safe-keep-ing, thanks  be  to God.
in the har-vests we are shar-ing, God’s will is done.
most of all, that love has found us, thanks be to  God.




Please rise in body or spirit.

Prayer after Communion

We pray.

We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us
through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy,
strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love

toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

Blessing

The God of steadfastness and encouragement
grant you to live in harmony with one another,
in accordance with Christ Jesus.

Amen.

The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing,

so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

The God of all grace *F bless you now and forever.
Amen.



Sending Hymn Sing to the Lord of Harvest ELW 694
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1 Sing to the Lord of har - vestyour songsof love and praise;
2 God makes the cloudsdrop fat - ness, the des-erts bloom and spring,
3 Bring to thissa - cred al - tar the gifts his good-ness gave,
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with joy - ful hearts and voic - es your al - le - lu - ias raise;
the hills leap up in glad - ness, the val - leys laugh and sing.
the gold-en sheaves of har - vest, the souls Christ died to save.
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by him the roll -ing sea - sons in fruit - ful or - der move;
God fills them with his full - ness, all things with large in - crease,
Your hearts lay down be - fore =~ him when at his feet you fall,
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sing to  the Lord of har - wvest a  joy-ous song of love.

and crowns the year with good - ness, with plen-ty and with peace.
and with your lives a - dore him who gave his life for all.



Dismissal

Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.

Sending Music All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name
Oliver Holden, Arr. Cindy Berry

A special thank you to Cindy Cicconi-Ernst for sharing her musical talents with us today.

Please join in supporting our church's ministries using your preferred method of giving:
e Enroll in our on-line giving program, Simply Giving (recommended);

Mail your offering check to the church;

Text your offering to 610-981-1312;

Download our mobile app for recurring or one-time gifts;

Establish automatic contributions to the church using your bank's bill pay
service.

Additional information is located in the Stewardship section of the church s website at:
Ichsemmaus.org.



Text copyright permissions.

Feasting on the Word, Reprinted by permission of Westminster John Knox Press from
Feasting on the word Worship Companion. Copyright 2015; Connections Worship
Companion, Year C, Vol. 1, David Gambrell, editor, Reprinted by permission Westminster
John Knox press © 2021. Worship Connection: Proper 11A, Nancy C. Townley on Ministry
Matters © 2020.

Bible translations currently used at worship in this parish: Contemporary English
Version (CEV) ©1995 by American Bible Society. New International Version (NIV)
©1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.® Used by permission. All rights reserved
worldwide. New Revised Standard Version, Updated Edition. Copyright © 2021 National
Council of Churches of Christ in the United States of American. Used by permission. All
rights reserved worldwide.

Primary liturgical resources from Sundays and Seasons.com. ©2020, 2017, 2014, 2011
Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress
Liturgies Annual License #20593.

Music permissions: All music reprinted and streamed with permission under Onelicense
A-701076, all rights reserved.

O Holy Spirit, Root of Life, Text and Tune Public Domain.

Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast, Text and Music Public Domain.

As the Grains of Wheat, Text and music © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason
Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by
permission. One License #00828.

For the Fruit of All Creation, Text © 1970 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL
60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission. One License #30684. Music Public
Domain.

Sing to the Lord of Harvest, Text and Tune Public Domain.

Holy Communion Setting Three © 1978, 2006: Richard W. Hillert, b. 1923
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