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The Holy Spirit Empowers Us for Ministry in Daily Life 
 

Gathered by God’s grace and empowered by the Holy Spirit, 
we invite and welcome all people to join us on our journey 

to become more faithful ministers of Jesus Christ 
in our homes, our communities, and the world. 
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2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We welcome all who worship with us today. 
Visitors are invited to sign the guest register located in the lobby. 

If you are interested in joining our family of faith, 
please talk with one of our Pastors or call the church office. 

 
Children are welcome and celebrated!   

The “Children’s Ministry” table and basket in the lobby  
contains a variety of items for children’s use during worship.  

Stop by to borrow a book or pick up some coloring sheets and crayons. 
 

Please silence all communication devices. 
 

Our services are live streamed and recorded. In-person attendance implies consent 
to be included in the live streamed and recorded worship service. 

 
************************************************ 

HOLY COMMUNION 
All who believe in the presence of Jesus Christ in Holy Communion are welcome to receive  
the Sacrament. To facilitate flow, the ushers invite people to come forward starting with     
the back rows and working forward. You should come forward using the center aisle to 
receive the elements in a continuous style from pastor and worship assistant. Afterward 

you may choose to kneel or stand at the altar rail for a brief moment of prayer or return 
to your seat up the side aisle, depositing your empty cup in the receptacle on your way. 
Gluten free wafers are available. Our wine is grape juice so that all may freely receive.   

Children who do not commune may come forward for a blessing. Communion kits are 
available at the usher stands for those who prefer to remain in their seats, and they will 

be communed along with our Zoom worshippers at the beginning of distribution. 
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GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
  

Gathering Music                        Adagio     Galuppi/Hopson 
 
 
Welcome and Announcements  
 
 
We rise in body or spirit. 
 
Invitation to Worship 
 

 Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who pours love into our hearts 

 and healing upon the earth.  
 Amen. 
 
 
Confession and Forgiveness 
 

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, 
let us confess our sin. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Compassionate God, 
we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness 
in the world and in our own hearts. 
Creation groans from overuse. 
Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships. 
Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. 
Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love to others. 
Turn our hearts back to you. 
Restore our world and reconcile us to one another. 
Renew us to live as your holy people, 
following the way of Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
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Hear this good news: 

We have peace with God through ☩ Jesus Christ, 

in whom there is no condemnation, 
but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life. 
Receive this healing gift of grace freely. 
Amen. 
 

Gathering Hymn          All Creatures, Worship God Most High  ELW 835 
Verses 1, 4, 6 
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Greeting  
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

 
Hymn of Praise 
 

 
 

Prayer of the Day 
  
 We pray, O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of 
 forgiveness. Replace our hearts of stone with hearts that love and adore you,  
 that we may delight in doing your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
 Amen. 
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The assembly is seated. 
 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture readings, preaching, and song. 

 
First Reading  Genesis 50:15-21       Translation: NRSVue    

 
After Jacob’s death the brothers of Joseph begged for forgiveness for the crime they had 
done against him. You intended to do me harm, Joseph said, but God used this as an 
opportunity to do good and save many lives. 
 
15 Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph still 
bears a grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to 

him?” 16 So they approached Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this instruction before 

he died, 17 ‘Say to Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers and the 
wrong they did in harming you.’ Now therefore please forgive the crime of the 

servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 18 Then his 
brothers also wept, fell down before him, and said, “We are here as your 

slaves.” 19 But Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am I in the place of 

God? 20 Even though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good, in 

order to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today. 21 So have no fear; I 
myself will provide for you and your little ones.” In this way he reassured them, 
speaking kindly to them. 
 
Word of God, Word of Life.   
Thanks be to God! 
 

 
Second Reading  Romans 14:1-12  Translation: NRSVue 
  
 This Christian community has significant struggles with diversity. Here Paul helps us 
 understand that despite different practices in worship and personal piety, we do not judge 
 one another. All Christians belong to the Lord Jesus Christ who died for all of us and will 
 judge each of us. 
 
 1 Welcome those who are weak in faith but not for the purpose of quarreling over 

 opinions. 2 Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables.  
 3 Those who eat must not despise those who abstain, and those who abstain must not 

 pass judgment on those who eat, for God has welcomed them. 4 Who are you to pass 
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 judgment on slaves of another? It is before their own lord that they stand or fall. And 
 they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make them stand. 

 5 Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be 

 alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own minds. 6 Those who observe the day, 
 observe it for the Lord. Also those who eat, eat for the Lord, since they give thanks to 
 God, while those who abstain, abstain for the Lord and give thanks to God. 

  7 For we do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. 8 If we live,  
 we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or 

 whether we die, we are the Lord’s. 9 For to this end Christ died and lived again, so 
 that he might be Lord of both the dead and the living. 

  10 Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise 
 your brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God.  

 11 For it is written, 
 “As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, 
  and every tongue shall give praise to God.” 
 12 So then, each one of us will be held accountable. 
 

Word of God, Word of Life.   
Thanks be to God! 
 

 
We rise in body or spirit to welcome the gospel. 
 
Gospel Acclamation 
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Gospel Matthew 18:21-35  Translation: NRSVue  
 
The Good News from Matthew, the 18th chapter. 
Open our hearts, Lord. 
 
When Peter asks about the limits of forgiveness, Jesus responds with a parable 
suggesting that human forgiveness should mirror God's unlimited mercy. 
 
21 Peter came and said to [Jesus,] “Lord, if my brother or sister sins against me, how 

often should I forgive? As many as seven times?” 22 Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, 
but, I tell you, seventy-seven times. 
 

 23 “For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to 

settle accounts with his slaves. 24 When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten 

thousand talents was brought to him, 25 and, as he could not pay, the lord ordered him 
to be sold, together with his wife and children and all his possessions and payment to 

be made. 26 So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, 

and I will pay you everything.’ 27 And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave 

released him and forgave him the debt. 28 But that same slave, as he went out, came 
upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii, and seizing him by the 

throat he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 29 Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded 

with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 30 But he refused; then he went 

and threw him into prison until he would pay the debt. 31 When his fellow slaves saw 
what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to 

their lord all that had taken place. 32 Then his lord summoned him and said to him,  
‘You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with 

me. 33 Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on 

you?’ 34 And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he would pay  

his entire debt. 35 So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you,  
if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.” 
 
This is the Good News!   
Thanks be to God!   

 
 
The assembly is seated. 
 
 
Sermon                                             Pastor Shari Duminy  
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We rise in body or spirit. 
 
Hymn of the Day            Our Father, We Have Wandered ELW 606 
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Apostles’ Creed 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  
Amen. 

 
 
Prayers of the People  

 
Invitation to prayer: 
 Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers,  
 confident that God hears us. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
After each petition: 
 Hear us, O God. 
 Your mercy is great. 
 
Pastor’s closing prayer: 
 Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask,  
 and whatever else you see that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name. 
 Amen. 
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Peace  
  
 Set aside sorrow and past resentments.  

Embrace Christ’s gift of healing and reconciliation  
as we share a sign of peace.  

 
 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 And also with you. 
 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace by saying, 
“Peace be with you.” 

 
The assembly is seated. 
 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 
During the Musical Offering, the gifts will be brought forward. You may remain seated. 
If you wish you may leave your offering in the additional offering plates located on the 
tables in the back of the sanctuary as you leave.  
 
 
Musical Offering               For We Are All His People  Althouse 

Spirit Voices 
    
 
Offering Prayer  
 
 We pray, God of creation, 
 you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. 
 All blessings are from you; 
 make us generous with what we have. 
 Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts 
 in service to you and in love to our neighbors, 
 today and always. Amen. 
  
 
We rise in body or spirit. 
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Great Thanksgiving   
 

The Lord be with you.  
And also with you. 
 
People of God, open your hearts. 
We open them to the One who feeds us with freedom and hope. 
 
Children of God, sing songs of thanksgiving to the One who journeys with you! 
Graced with abundant life,  
we join our hearts and voices in praise to our loving God. 
 
In Christ, all gifts are welcome, both great and small. 
Receive these gifts of bread, wine, and money as offerings of love, O God. 
 
Bless them with your grace,  
that those who receive them may find compassion and hope. 

 
 And so we sing our praises in the company of our sisters and brothers from every time: 
 
  
Sanctus 
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Words of Institution 
 
Word in Meal 
 

As you bless the gifts of the Bread and the Cup,  
anoint us with your Spirit which brings us together.  
As your grace touches our lips with hope and healing,  
may we reach out our hands to set free captives to injustice.  
As your peace is poured into the empty corners of our hearts,  
may we go forth to love others as much as we love ourselves,  
and to serve them as we show our love for you. 
 

 
Lord’s Prayer   

 
God in community, Holy in One, hear us as we pray: 
 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.  
Amen. 

 
Agnus Dei 
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Invitation to the Table  
 
 Christ invites you to this table. 
 All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come! 
 
 
The assembly is seated. 
 
 
Distribution of Communion 
 
 
Communion Song          Where Charity and Love Prevail ELW 359 
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Communion Song            Forgive Our Sins as We Forgive  ELW 605 

 
 
 
We rise in body or spirit. 
 
Prayer after Communion   
  
    Let us pray, Sustaining God, 
 with this bread and cup, 
 you nourish us with mercy and abundant life. 
 By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. 
 Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love, 
 following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray. 
 Amen. 
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SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
Commissioning and Blessing of Teachers 
 
 Siblings, you have shared your time, your energy,  
 and your gifts to the children, youth, and family ministries of this congregation.  
 Will you offer your giftedness to this ministry in the confidence  
 that it comes from God? 
 Response: I will, and I ask God to help me. 
 
 Will you carry out this ministry centered in Christ’s call,  
 striving to trust God as your guide and inspiration? 
 Response: I will, and I ask God to help me. 
 
 Will you trust in God’s care, seek to grow in love for those you serve,  
 strive for excellence in your skills, and honor the gospel with a faithful life? 
 Response: I will, and I ask God to help me. 
 
 I now ask you, people of The Lutheran Church of the Holy Spirit:  
 Will you today renew your commitment to our children and youth  
 who look to you for guidance, support, and examples of righteous living? 
 We will, and we ask God to help us. 
 
Those being commissioned face the assembly.   
 
 Will you pray for these leaders and the young people they serve,  
 celebrating our children and youth as the ones Jesus blessed and welcomed? 
 We will, and we ask God to help us. 
 
The presiding minister continues. 
 
Pastor: 
 Let us pray. Gracious God, for Jesus’ sake,  
 empower these ministers to care for the young ones in our family of faith.  
 
 Help them to teach faithfully, lead patiently, and guide confidently.  
 Stir up in these servants the gift of your Holy Spirit:  
 the spirit of wisdom and understanding,  
 the spirit of counsel and might,  



17 

 the spirit of knowledge and fear of the Lord,  
 the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever. 
 Amen. 
 
Pastor: 
 On behalf of The Lutheran Church of the Holy Spirit,  
 we now commission you for ministry,  
 grateful for your gifts and your willingness to serve. 
 

 

 

Blessing   
 
 The God of love 
 draw you into full accord and one mind, 
 in the body of Christ Jesus. 
 Amen. 
 
 The God of hope 
 grant you strength and joy in all circumstances 
 through the intercession of the Spirit. 
 Amen. 
 
 The God of grace 

 ☩ bless you now and forever. 

 Amen. 
 
 
Sending Hymn  Please see next page. 
 
 
Dismissal   
 

Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Sending Music:                        Allegro        Clerambault 
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Sending Hymn                    In Thee Is Gladness  ELW 867 
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Please join in supporting our church's ministries using your preferred method of giving:  

• Enroll in our on-line giving program, Simply Giving (recommended);  

• Mail your offering check to the church;  

• Text your offering to 610-981-1312;  

• Download our mobile app for recurring or one-time gifts;  

• Establish automatic contributions to the church using your bank's bill pay 
service.  

Additional information is located in the Stewardship section of the church’s website at: 

lchsemmaus.org. 
 
Text Copyright Permissions: The Abingdon Worship Annual 2023: Worship Resources for 
Every Sunday of the Year. Copyright © 2022 by Abingdon Press. Used by permission; 
Playing Hopscotch in Heaven: Lectionary Liturgies for RCL Year A, Copyright © 2013 Thom 
M. Shuman. 
 
Bible translations currently used at worship in this parish: Contemporary English 
Version (CEV) ©1995 by American Bible Society.  New International Version (NIV) 
©1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.® Used by permission. All rights reserved 
worldwide. New Revised Standard Version, Updated Edition. Copyright © 2021  
National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States of American. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved worldwide.  
 
Primary liturgical resources from Sundays and Seasons.com. ©2020, 2017, 2014, 2011  
Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress 
Liturgies Annual License #20593.  
 
Music permissions: All music reprinted and streamed with permission under  
OneLicense A-701076, all rights reserved.  
All Creatures, Worship God Most High, Text © 1997 Augsburg Fortress.   
One License #04790. Music Public Domain. 
Our Father, We Have Wandered, Text: Kevin Nichols © 1980, ICEL. One License #27142.  
Music Public Domain. 
Where Charity and Love Prevail, Text © 1960 World Library Publications. 3708 River 

Road, Suite 400. Franklin Park, IL 60131-2158. www.wlpmusic.com. All rights reserved. 

One License #268857.  Music Public Domain. 

Forgive Our Sins as We Forgive, Text © Oxford University Press 1969.  
One License #17454. Music Public Domain. 
In Thee Is Gladness, Text and Music Public Domain. 
Holy Communion, Setting 10, Texts © 1997, 2006.  All tunes Public Domain. 
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
WORSHIP LEADERS 

Pastor Shari Duminy, Senior Pastor 
Pastor Tami K. Reichley, Associate Pastor 

Deacon Reylene Starego, Director of Music 
Karin Kahler, Director Faith Formation for Children 

  
WORSHIP HELPERS 

 
Assisting Minister 
 Marian Snyder 

   
Reader 

Nina McNally  
  

Communion Assistants 
Susann Madara, Mark Blower   

 
Greeter 

Jeanne Bistrais 
   

Usher 
Cathy Wimmer  

 
Production/Technology Team 

Al Bauernschmidt, Chuck Coe, Max H., Glenn Hinderliter, Jeff Gross, Eric Kahler,  
Craig Kauffman, Bill Keane, Paige Mathieu, Tom Moessner, Bob Neitz, Bill Newill,  

Kristen Newill, Carol Osenbach, John Osenbach, Chris Pirrotta, Ev Reggie, 
  Bob Stevens, and Jimmy Lee Werley 
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