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September 20, 2026 

10:45 am 
 

The Holy Spirit Empowers Us for Ministry in Daily Life 
 

Gathered by God’s grace and empowered by the Holy Spirit, 
we invite and welcome all people to join us on our journey 

to become more faithful ministers of Jesus Christ 
in our homes, our communities, and the world. 
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We welcome all who worship with us today. 
Visitors are invited to sign the guest register located in the lobby. 

If you are interested in joining our family of faith, 
please talk with one of our Pastors or call the church office. 

 
Children are welcome and celebrated!   

The “Children’s Ministry” table and basket in the lobby  
contains a variety of items for children’s use during worship.  

Stop by to borrow a book or pick up some coloring sheets and crayons. 
 

Please silence all communication devices. 
 

Our services are live streamed and recorded. In-person attendance implies consent 
to be included in the live streamed and recorded worship service. 

 
************************************************ 

HOLY COMMUNION 
All who believe in the presence of Jesus Christ in Holy Communion are welcome to receive  
the Sacrament. To facilitate flow, the ushers invite people to come forward starting with     
the back rows and working forward. You should come forward using the center aisle to 
receive the elements in a continuous style from pastor and worship assistant. Afterward 

you may choose to kneel or stand at the altar rail for a brief moment of prayer or return 
to your seat up the side aisle, depositing your empty cup in the receptacle on your way. 
Gluten free wafers are available. Our wine is grape juice so that all may freely receive.   

Children who do not commune may come forward for a blessing. Communion kits are 
available at the usher stands for those who prefer to remain in their seats, and they will 

be communed along with our Zoom worshippers at the beginning of distribution. 
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GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
  

Gathering Music               Mercy, We Abide in You                          Hesla 
Spirit Voices 

 
 
Welcome and Announcements   
 
 
We rise in body or spirit. 
 
 
Invitation to Worship 
 

 Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who pours love into our hearts 

 and healing upon the earth.  
 Amen. 
 
 
Confession and Forgiveness 
 

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, 
let us confess our sin. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Compassionate God, 
we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness 
in the world and in our own hearts. 
Creation groans from overuse. 
Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships. 
Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. 
Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love to others. 
Turn our hearts back to you. 
Restore our world and reconcile us to one another. 
Renew us to live as your holy people, 
following the way of Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
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Hear this good news: 

We have peace with God through ☩ Jesus Christ, 

in whom there is no condemnation, 
but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life. 
Receive this healing gift of grace freely. 
Amen. 
 

Gathering Hymn                     Lord of Light   ELW 688 
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Greeting   
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

 
Hymn of Praise 

 
 

Prayer of the Day 
  
 We pray, Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual lovingkindness to us,  
 your servants. Because we cannot rely on our own abilities, grant us your merciful 
 judgment, and train us to embody the generosity of your Son, Jesus Christ,  
 our Savior and Lord.  
 Amen. 
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The assembly is seated. 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture readings, preaching, and song. 

 
First Reading  Jonah 3:10—4:11  Translation: NIV    
 
After Jonah’s short sermon in 3:4, the Ninevites all repented and God decided to spare the 
city. Jonah objected to this and became even more angry when God ordered a worm to 
destroy a plant that was providing shade. The book ends with a question that challenges any 
who are not ready to forgive: You, Jonah, are all worked up about a bush, but shouldn’t I be 
concerned about a hundred and twenty thousand Ninevites? 

 

10 When God saw what they did and how they turned from their evil ways, 
he relented and did not bring on them the destruction he had threatened. 
4 But to Jonah this seemed very wrong, and he became angry. 2 He prayed to 
the Lord, “Isn’t this what I said, Lord, when I was still at home?  
That is what I tried to forestall by fleeing to Tarshish. I knew that you are a 
gracious and compassionate God, slow to anger and abounding in love,  
a God who relents from sending calamity. 3 Now, Lord, take away my life,  
for it is better for me to die than to live.” 
4 But the Lord replied, “Is it right for you to be angry?” 
 
5 Jonah had gone out and sat down at a place east of the city.  
There he made himself a shelter, sat in its shade and waited to see what would 
happen to the city. 6 Then the Lord God provided a leafy plant  

and made it grow up over Jonah to give shade for his head to ease his discomfort, 
and Jonah was very happy about the plant.  
 
7 But at dawn the next day God provided a worm, which chewed the plant so that it 
withered. 8 When the sun rose, God provided a scorching east wind,  
and the sun blazed on Jonah’s head so that he grew faint.  
He wanted to die, and said, “It would be better for me to die than to live.” 
 
9 But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the plant?” 
“It is,” he said. “And I’m so angry I wish I were dead.” 
10 But the Lord said, “You have been concerned about this plant, 
though you did not tend it or make it grow.  
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It sprang up overnight and died overnight. 11 And should I not have concern for the 
great city of Nineveh, in which there are more than a hundred and twenty thousand 
people who cannot tell their right hand from their left—and also many animals?” 
 
Word of God, Word of Life.   
Thanks be to God! 
 

 
Second Reading  Philippians 1:21-30  Translation: NIV 
 
Paul writes to the Philippians from prison. Though he is uncertain about the outcome of his 
imprisonment, he is committed to the ministry of the gospel and calls on the Philippians to live 
lives that reflect and enhance the gospel mission. 
 

21 For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain. 22 If I am to go on living in the body, 
this will mean fruitful labor for me. Yet what shall I choose? I do not know!  
23 I am torn between the two: I desire to depart and be with Christ, which is better by 
far; 24 but it is more necessary for you that I remain in the body. 25 Convinced of this,  
I know that I will remain, and I willcontinue with all of you for your progress and joy in 
the faith, 26 so that through my being with you again your boasting in Christ Jesus will 
abound on account of me. 
 
27 Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ. 
Then, whether I come and see you or only hear about you in my absence,  
I will know that you stand firm in the one Spirit,[e] striving together as one for the faith 
of the gospel 28 without being frightened in any way by those who oppose you.  
This is a sign to them that they will be destroyed, but that you will be saved—and that 
by God. 29 For it has been granted to you on behalf of Christ not only to believe in 
him, but also to suffer for him, 30 since you are going through the same struggle you 
saw I had, and now hear that I still have. 

 
Word of God, Word of Life.   
Thanks be to God! 
 

 
We rise in body or spirit to welcome the gospel. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians%201%3B21-20&version=NIV#fen-NIV-29389e
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Gospel Acclamation 
 

 
 

Gospel  Matthew 20:1-16  Translation: NIV  
 

Jesus tells a parable about God’s generosity, challenging the common assumption that God 
rewards people according to what they have earned or deserve. 

 
“For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to 
hire workers for his vineyard. 2 He agreed to pay them a denarius for the day and 
sent them into his vineyard. 
 
3 “About nine in the morning he went out and saw others standing in the marketplace 
doing nothing. 4 He told them, ‘You also go and work in my vineyard,  
and I will pay you whatever is right.’ 5 So they went.  “He went out again about noon 
and about three in the afternoon and did the same thing.  
 
6 About five in the afternoon he went out and found still others standing around.  
He asked them, ‘Why have you been standing here all day long doing nothing?’ 
7 “‘Because no one has hired us,’ they answered.  
“He said to them, ‘You also go and work in my vineyard.’ 
 
8 “When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman,  
‘Call the workers and pay them their wages, beginning with the last ones hired and 
going on to the first.’ 
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9 “The workers who were hired about five in the afternoon came and each received a 
denarius. 10 So when those came who were hired first, they expected to receive more. 
But each one of them also received a denarius. 11 When they received it, they began 
to grumble against the landowner.  
 

12 ‘These who were hired last worked only one hour,’ they said, ‘and you have made 
them equal to us who have borne the burden of the work and the heat of the day.’ 
13 “But he answered one of them, ‘I am not being unfair to you, friend.  
Didn’t you agree to work for a denarius? 14 Take your pay and go.  
I want to give the one who was hired last the same as I gave you.  
 
15 Don’t I have the right to do what I want with my own money?  
Or are you envious because I am generous?’ 
16 “So the last will be first, and the first will be last.” 
 
This is the Good News!   
Thanks be to God!   
 

 
The assembly is seated. 
 
 
Sermon                                          Pastor Tami Reichley
  
   
We rise in body or spirit. 
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Hymn of the Day             There’s A Wideness in God’s Mercy        ELW 588 
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Apostles’ Creed 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 
Prayers of the People   

 
Invitation to prayer: 
 Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers,  
 confident that God hears us. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
After each petition: 
 Hear us, O God. 
 Your mercy is great. 
 
Pastor’s closing prayer: 
 Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask,  
 and whatever else you see that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name. 
 Amen. 
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Peace  
  
 Set aside sorrow and past resentments.  

Embrace Christ’s gift of healing and reconciliation  
as we share a sign of peace.  

 
 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 And also with you. 
 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace by saying, 
“Peace be with you.” 

 
The assembly is seated. 
 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 
During the Musical Offering, the gifts will be brought forward. You may remain seated. 
If you wish you may leave your offering in the additional offering plates located on the 
tables in the back of the sanctuary as you leave.  
 
 
Musical Offering                     Consecrated  Nichols 

Spirit Voices 
    
 
Offering Prayer  
 
 We pray, God of creation, 
 you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. 
 All blessings are from you; 
 make us generous with what we have. 
 Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts 
 in service to you and in love to our neighbors, 
 today and always. Amen. 
  
 
We rise in body or spirit. 
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Great Thanksgiving   
 

The Lord be with you.   
And also with you. 
 
People of God, open your hearts. 
We open them to the One who feeds us with freedom and hope. 
 
Children of God, sing songs of thanksgiving to the One who journeys with you! 
Graced with abundant life,  
we join our hearts and voices in praise to our loving God. 
 
In Christ, all gifts are welcome, both great and small. 
Receive these gifts of bread, wine, and money as offerings of love, O God. 
Bless them with your grace,  
that those who receive them may find compassion and hope. 

 And so we sing our praises in the company of our sisters and brothers from every time: 
  
Sanctus 

 
 
 
 
Words of Institution 
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Word in Meal 
 

As you bless the gifts of the Bread and the Cup,  
anoint us with your Spirit which brings us together.  
As your grace touches our lips with hope and healing,  
may we reach out our hands to set free captives to injustice.  
As your peace is poured into the empty corners of our hearts,  
may we go forth to love others as much as we love ourselves,  
and to serve them as we show our love for you. 

 
Lord’s Prayer   

 
God in community, Holy in One, hear us as we pray: 
 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.  
Amen. 
 

 
Agnus Dei 
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Invitation to the Table   
 
 Christ invites you to this table. 
 All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come! 
 
 
The assembly is seated. 
 
 
Distribution of Communion 
 
 
Communion Song         God Be the Love to Search and Keep Me          ACS 1084 
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Communion Song               Lord of All Hopefulness ELW 765 

 
 
We rise in body or spirit. 
 
Prayer after Communion   
  
    Let us pray, Sustaining God, 
 with this bread and cup, 
 you nourish us with mercy and abundant life. 
 By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. 
 Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love, 
 following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray. 
 Amen. 
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SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
Blessing   
 
 The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, 
 in the body of Christ Jesus. 
 Amen. 
  
 The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances 
 through the intercession of the Spirit. 
 Amen. 
 

 The God of grace ☩ bless you now and forever. 

 Amen. 
 
 
Sending Hymn                Rise Up, O Saints of God ELW 669 
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Dismissal   
 

Go out in joy.  
Be led forth in peace. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Sending Music:                       Toccata in C   Pachelbel 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please join in supporting our church's ministries using your preferred method of giving:  

• Enroll in our on-line giving program, Simply Giving (recommended);  

• Mail your offering check to the church;  

• Text your offering to 610-981-1312;  

• Download our mobile app for recurring or one-time gifts;  

• Establish automatic contributions to the church using your bank's bill pay 
service.  

Additional information is located in the Stewardship section of the church’s website at: 

lchsemmaus.org. 
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Bible translations currently used at worship in this parish: Contemporary English 
Version (CEV) ©1995 by American Bible Society.  New International Version (NIV) 
©1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.® Used by permission. All rights reserved 
worldwide. New Revised Standard Version, Updated Edition. Copyright © 2021  
National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States of American. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved worldwide.  
 
Primary liturgical resources from Sundays and Seasons.com. ©2020, 2017, 2014, 2011  
Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress 
Liturgies Annual License #20593.  
 
Music permissions: All music reprinted and streamed with permission under  
OneLicense A-701076, all rights reserved.  
 
Lord of Light, Text © Union of Welsh Independents. Music © 1942, Ren. 1970 Hope 
Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
One License #00049. 
There’s A Wideness in God’s Mercy, Text and Tune Public Domain. 
God Be the Love to Search and Keep Me, Text and music © 2004 This Here Music, admin. 
Augsburg Fortress. One License #AF20210625. 
Lord of All Hopefulness, Text © Oxford University Press 1931. One License #148926.  
Music Public Domain. 
Rise Up, O Saints of God, Text © Norman O. Forness, admin. Augsburg Fortress.  
One License #85938. Music Public Domain. 
Holy Communion, Setting 10, Texts © 1997, 2006.  All tunes Public Domain. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



20 


WORSHIP LEADERS 

Pastor Shari Duminy, Senior Pastor 
Pastor Tami K. Reichley, Associate Pastor 

Deacon Reylene Starego, Director of Music 
Karin Kahler, Director Faith Formation for Children 

  
WORSHIP HELPERS 

 
Assisting Minister 
Elizabeth Moessner   

   
Reader 

Charlie K.   
  

Greeter 
Linda Letts 

  
Usher 

John Letts  
 

Production/Technology Team 
Al Bauernschmidt, Chuck Coe, Max H., Glenn Hinderliter, Jeff Gross, Eric Kahler,  

Craig Kauffman, Bill Keane, Paige Mathieu, Tom Moessner, Bob Neitz, Bill Newill,  
Kristen Newill, Carol Osenbach, John Osenbach, Chris Pirrotta, Ev Reggie, 

  Bob Stevens, and Jimmy Lee Werley 
 

Altar Care 
Cindy Clark, Deb Stevens, Robbie Flynn, Nancy Shoemaker, Donna Bhagat, 
Lynn Snyder, Linda Letts, Terri Hinderliter, Jennifer Wetzel, Julie Timmcke  

 


