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The Holy Spirit Empowers Us for Ministry in Daily Life

Gathered by God'’s grace and empowered by the Holy Spirit,
we invite and welcome all people to join us on our journey
to become more faithful ministers of Jesus Christ
in our homes, our communities, and the world.


http://www.lchsemmaus.org/
http://www.facebook.com/lchsemmaus

We welcome all who worship with us today.
Visitors are invited to sign the guest register located in the lobby.
If you are interested in joining our family of faith,
please talk with one of our Pastors or call the church office.

Children are welcome and celebrated!
The “Children’s Ministry” table and basket in the lobby
contains a variety of items for children’s use during worship.
Stop by to borrow a book or pick up some coloring sheets and crayons.

Please silence all communication devices.

Our services are live streamed and recorded. In-person attendance implies consent
to be included in the live streamed and recorded worship service.
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HOLY COMMUNION
All who believe in the presence of Jesus Christ in Holy Communion are welcome to receive
the Sacrament. To facilitate flow, the ushers invite people to come forward starting with
the back rows and working forward. You should come forward using the center aisle to
receive the elements in a continuous style from pastor and worship assistant. Afterward
you may choose to kneel or stand at the altar rail for a brief moment of prayer or return
to your seat up the side aisle, depositing your empty cup in the receptacle on your way.
Gluten free wafers are available. Our wine is grape juice so that all may freely receive.
Children who do not commune may come forward for a blessing. Communion kits are
available at the usher stands for those who prefer to remain in their seats, and they will
be communed along with our Zoom worshippers at the beginning of distribution.



GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Gathering Music Blessed are the Humble Kendrick
Lisa Walton, solo; Glenn Hinderliter, percussion

Welcome and Announcements
Please rise in body or spirit.

Gathering Litany

Raise our eyes to the God of heaven and earth.
We raise our hearts and voices with songs of praise.

Awaken our minds to the mysteries of God.
We open ourselves to listen and learn in new ways.

Notice our blessings and gifts, given by God.
We offer our lives and gifts to bless and grow God’s love in the world.



Gathering Song On Jordan’s Stormy Banks | Stand ELW 437
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On Jor-dan’s storm-y bank I  stand, and cast a wish - ful eye

1
2 All Oer those wide ex-tend-ed plains shines one e - ter - nal day;
3 No chill-ing winds or poi-s’nous breath can reach that health-ful shore;
4 When shall I reach that hap - py place and be for-ev - er blest?
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to Ca - naan’s fair and hap- py land, where my pos - ses-sions lie.
there God the  Son for - ev - er reignsand scat-ters night a - way.
sick - ness and  sor-row, pain and death, are felt and feared no more.
When shall 1 see my Sav-ior’s face and in God’s bos - om rest?
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oh, who will come and go withme? I am bound for the prom-ised land.

Greeting and Prayer of the Day

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

We pray. O God, the gift of your Son is the life-changing treasure that is truly

beyond all value. Your generosity and goodness astound us! Inspire us to teach

your commandments and share your gospel that all may enter into the joy of
Christ. Amen



The assembly is seated.

WORD

God speaks to us in scripture readings, preaching and song.

1stReading 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 Translation: NRSVue
A reading from 1st Thessalonians:

Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do not need to
have anything written to you. For you yourselves know very well that the day of the
Lord will come like a thief in the night. When they say, “There is peace and security,”
then sudden destruction will come upon them, as labor pains come upon a pregnant
woman, and there will be no escape! But you, brothers and sisters, are not in
darkness, for that day to surprise you like a thief; for you are all children of light and
children of the day; we are not of the night or of darkness. So, then, let us not fall
asleep as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober, for those who sleep sleep
at night, and those who are drunk get drunk at night. But since we belong to the day,
let us be sober and put on the breastplate of faith and love and for a helmet the
hope of salvation. For God has destined us not for wrath but for obtaining salvation
through our Lord Jesus Christ, who died for us, so that whether we are awake or
asleep we may live with him. Therefore encourage one another and build up each
other, as indeed you are doing.

Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God!

Please rise in body or spirit to welcome the gospel.

Gospel Matthew 25:14-30 Translation: NRSVue

The holy gospel according to St. Matthew
Glory to you, O Lord

[Jesus said to the disciples:] “For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his
slaves and entrusted his property to them; to one he gave five talents, to another two,
to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away.



At once the one who had received the five talents went off and traded with them
and made five more talents. In the same way, the one who had the two talents
made two more talents. But the one who had received the one talent went off
and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. After a long time the
master of those slaves came and settled accounts with them.

Then the one who had received the five talents came forward, bringing
five more talents, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me five talents; see,
| have made five more talents.” His master said to him, “Well done,

good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things;

| will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’

And the one with the two talents also came forward, saying, ‘Master,

you handed over to me two talents; see, | have made two more talents.’

His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been
trustworthy in a few things; | will put you in charge of many things;

enter into the joy of your master.’

Then the one who had received the one talent also came forward, saying,
‘Master, | knew that you were a harsh man, reaping where you did not sow
and gathering where you did not scatter,

so | was afraid, and | went and hid your talent in the ground.

Here you have what is yours.” But his master replied, ‘You wicked and lazy slave!l
You knew, did you, that | reap where | did not sow and gather where | did not
scatter? Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers,

and on my return | would have received what was my own with interest.

So take the talent from him, and give it to the one with the ten talents.

For to all those who have, more will be given, and they will have an abundance,
but from those who have nothing, even what they have will be taken away.

As for this worthless slave, throw him into the outer darkness,

where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” ”

The gospel of our Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

The assembly is seated.



Sermon

Please rise in body or spirit.

Pastor Shari Duminy

Word in Song Here on Jesus Christ, | Will Stand ACS 1024
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fear; in Christ’s righ - teous - ness I am here.



Bible Sunday

Today we joyfully gift 3-year olds, third graders, and éth graders beginning
confirmation a new Bible. This is a way that we as a congregation help parents to keep
their baptismal promise to “place in their child’s hand God’s Holy Word.”

We pray. We rejoice with all receiving Bibles today as a step in their faith journeys.
We pray God will guide each one, their families, and our congregation.

May the Bibles be used in homes, Sunday School classes,

and in worship as we learn together and grow in our love for God’s Word. Amen

Prayers of the People

Invitation to prayer:
Let us enter into a time of prayer for the world.

After each petition:
O God of hope,
awaken us to your new world.

Pastor’s closing prayer:
Give us the courage to acknowledge human frailty, limitation, and even death, with
confidence in your eternal plan. For we dwell forever in light with you, our Creator,

Redeemer, and Sustainer. Amen

Peace

Continue encouraging one another and building one another up
as we share signs of peace this day.

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace by saying,
“Peace be with you.”

The assembly is seated.



MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

During the Offering Song, the gifts will be brought forward. You may remain seated.
If you wish you may leave your offering in the additional offering plates located on the
tables in the back of the sanctuary as you leave.

Offering Song Shall We Gather at the River (vs. 1) ELW 423
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I Shall we gath-er at the riv-er, where bright an - gel feet have trod,

2 On the mar-gin of the riv-er, wash - ing wup its sil - ver spray,
3 Ere we reach the shin-ing riv-er, lay we ev-’ry bur-den down;
4 Soon we’ll reach the shin-ing riv-er, soon our pil-grim-age will cease;
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with its crys-tal tide for-ev - er flow-ing by the throne of God?
we  will walk and wor - ship ev - er, all the hap-py gold-en  day.
grace our spir-its will de-liv - er, and pro-vide a  robe and crown.

soon our hap-py hearts will quiv - er with the mel-o - dy of peace.
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gath-er with the saints at the riv - er that flows by the throne of God.



Offering Prayer

We pray. God, you have been our dwelling place throughout the generations.
We offer the gifts of our lives to you, the one who has given us life.

Transform these gifts to be instruments of your love, justice, and mercy.

Amen

Please rise in body or spirit.
Great Thanksgiving

May the God of promises be with you!

And also with you!

Rejoice in the One who surprises us.

We lift our hearts to God who brings us salvation.
Children of God, join in glad song to the Giver of mercy.
Our voices join in praise to the God of love and hope.

Words of Institution

Word in Meal

Your grace showers down upon the seeds you have planted,

your hope warms the harvest planted in our hearts.

As the Spirit gathers your gifts and prepares them for your Table,

make us ready to receive them with joy and gratitude, this day and always.
Amen

Lord’s Prayer
We pray together the prayer Jesus taught us:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen
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Invitation to the Table

Come, children of God.
The Table has been prepared, let our hearts meet Christ here.

The assembly is seated.

Distribution of Communion

Communion Song Light Dawns on A Weary World ELW 726
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Communion Song

The Trumpets Sound, the Angels Sing

ELW 531

04
7 F e ) —-— T T
e ===
| 1 I I | { b s b b
J 1 I 1 ’ —_ i
1 The trum-pets sound, the an - gels sing, the  feast is
2 Ta - bles are lJa - den with good things; oh, taste the
3 The hun - gry heart he sat - is - fies, of - fers the
0ud
7 I ™
| | I | | I LY ™ Py >
g i ——
J Y1 I T T — I
read - y to be - gin. The gates of heav’n are o - pen wide,
peace and joy he brings. He’li fill you wup  with love di-vine;
poor his par - a-dise. Now hear all heav'n and earth ap-plaud
—'Q—ﬂ 1N T T I | i  E— | |
e e e | [
© e & - 2 ¢ ——
and Je - sus wel - comes you in - side.
he’ll turn your wa - ter in - to  wine.
the a - maz - ing good - ness of the Lord.
Refrain
n Y 33— | 1
1
—f—f—FF f fe—»e  F = |
o ! I | m—— I
Sing with thank - ful - ness songs of  pure de - light.
o — — I .
- I ] —I | | I
O——F— 55—
Come and rev - el in heav - en’s love and light.
n i I— l—__*j——j )
|
= I I ‘
Gt e
Take your place at the ta - ble of the King.
0 4 |
A —— 4 .[ = 1
J@—l—dwd—d—d——li e !
The feast is read - y to be - gin;
N ;
A | ——F—F————F—
G e e e
the feast is read - y to be - gin.



Please rise in body or spirit.

Prayer after Communion

We pray. Gracious God, at this Table we have received a foretaste
of the feast to come. Now send us forth to grow the realm of God’s
love on earth.

Amen

SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
Blessing

Let us go forth to be God's faithful servants.

We will not hide our gifts but share them with everyone we meet.
Let us go forth to be the followers of Jesus.

We will not hold back our compassion, but will offer it to all.

Let us go forth to be the Spirit's hope and peace.

We will be the grace, the joy, the wonder others need in their lives.
Amen

Sending Song Please see next page.

Dismissal

Go in peace, grow in love.
Thanks be to God!



Sending Song Christ, Be Our Light (vs. 1, 2, & 5) ELW 715
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Please join in supporting our church's ministries using your preferred method of giving:
e Enroll in our on-line giving program, Simply Giving (recommended);

®  Mail your offering check to the church;

e Text your offering to 610-981-1312;

o Download our mobile app for recurring or one-time gifts;

e Establish automatic contributions to the church using your bank's bill pay service.
Additional information is located in the Stewardship section of the church s website at:
Ichsemmaus.org.

Portions of the liturgy taken from: Connections Worship Companion, Year A, Vol. 2, David
Gambrell, editor, Reprinted by permission Westminster John Knox press © 2023. The Abingdon
Worship Annual: 2026, Mary Scifres and B.J. Beu, editors, Abington Press © 2025. Feasting on the
Word, Reprinted by permission of Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting on the word
Worship Companion. Copyright 2015. Lectionary Liturgies, Thom Shuman, 2014.

Bible Translations currently used at worship in this parish: Contemporary English Version (CEV)
© 1995 by American Bible Society. New International Version (NIV) © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011
by Biblica, Inc.® Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. New Revised Standard
Version, Updated Edition. ©2021 National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States of
America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.

Primary Liturgy Resources from SundaysandSeasons.com. ©2020, 2017, 2014, 2011 Augsburg
Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual
License #20593

Music permissions: All music reprinted and streamed with permission under Onelicense
A-701076, all rights reserved.

On Jordan’s Stormy Banks | Stand, Text and Music Public Domain.

Here on Jesus Christ | Will Stand, Text © 2007 East African Annual Conference, admin. General
Board of Global Ministries, GBGMusik. English adapt. and arr. © 2007 Greg Scheer, admin.
General Board of Global Ministries, GBGMusik. One License #73021.

Shall We Gather at the River, Text and Music Public Domain.

Light Dawns on A Weary World, Text © 2002, GIA Publications, Inc. Music © 2000 William P.
Rowan, admin. GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com.
800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. One License #101806.

The Trumpets Sound, the Angels Sing, Text and music © 1989 Make Way Music, admin. by Music
Services in the Western Hemisphere. All rights reserved. ASCAP. CCLI # #1150991.

Christ, Be Our Light, Text and music © 1993 Bernadette Farrell, admin. OCP Publications.

All rights reserved. Used by permission. One License #80229.
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