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The Holy Spirit Empowers Us for Ministry in Daily Life

Gathered by God'’s grace and empowered by the Holy Spirit,
we invite and welcome all people to join us on our journey
to become more faithful ministers of Jesus Christ
in our homes, our communities, and the world.


http://www.lchsemmaus.org/
http://www.facebook.com/lchsemmaus

We welcome all who worship with us today.
Visitors are invited to sign the guest register located in the lobby.
If you are interested in joining our family of faith,
please talk with one of our Pastors or call the church office.

Children are welcome and celebrated!
The “Children’s Ministry” table and basket in the lobby
contains a variety of items for children’s use during worship.
Stop by to borrow a book or pick up some coloring sheets and crayons.

Please silence all communication devices.

Our services are live streamed and recorded. In-person attendance implies consent
to be included in the live streamed and recorded worship service.
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HOLY COMMUNION
All who believe in the presence of Jesus Christ in Holy Communion are welcome to receive
the Sacrament. To facilitate flow, the ushers invite people to come forward starting with
the back rows and working forward. You should come forward using the center aisle to
receive the elements in a continuous style from pastor and worship assistant. Afterward
you may choose to kneel or stand at the altar rail for a brief moment of prayer or return
to your seat up the side aisle, depositing your empty cup in the receptacle on your way.
Gluten free wafers are available. Our wine is grape juice so that all may freely receive.
Children who do not commune may come forward for a blessing. Communion kits are
available at the usher stands for those who prefer to remain in their seats, and they will
be communed along with our Zoom worshippers at the beginning of distribution.
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GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Gathering Music Let Justice Roll like A River Haugen
Spirit of Praise

Welcome and Announcements

A Blessing for Veterans

We pray. Almighty and ever-living God, we give you thanks for the men and women
who have served and defended our country and the values of freedom and justice we
hold so dear. Help us be mindful of the sacrifices they made and the hardship
endured by their families and friends, so that we never take for granted the
privileges they have secured for us.

Amen

Please rise in body or spirit.

Confession and Forgiveness

Beloved, we are called to live in right relationship with God but we fall short.
So let us confess our sins together:

Loving God,

We confess we have sinned against you by not honoring you or loving one
another. When we overlook injustice in the world, our worship risks losing its
meaning. Give us your grace so we may be forgiven.

Amen



Siblings in Christ, God is mighty to save and comes to us
in peace to forgive, restore, and strengthen us. Because of this we give thanks.

Amen

Gathering Song Come, We that Love the Lord ELW 625
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1 Come, we that love the Lord, and let our joys be  known;
2 Let those re - fuse to sing who nev -er knew our God;
3 The  hill of Zi - on yields 4 thou-sund sa - cred sweels
4 Then let our songs a-bound, and ev - 'ry tear be dry;
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sweet ac-cord and thus

sur - round the throne, and thus sur-round the throne.

heav'n-ly King may tell their joys a-broad, may tell theirjoys a - broad.
heav'n-ly lelds, or walk the gold-en sireets, or walk the gold-en streets.
man-uel’s ground, to  fair - er worlds on high, to fair - er worlds on high.
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Greeting and Prayer of the Day

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

We pray. Your community of love is all we seek, O God. Silence in us any voice
but yours this day. Help us sort through the clutter and distractions in our lives,
that we may be present, here, right now, and worship you in joy and peace.
Amen

The assembly is seated.

WORD

God speaks to us in scripture readings, preaching and song.

1stReading: Amos 5:18-24 Translation: NRSVue
A reading from the prophet Amos:

Woe to you who desire the day of the LORD!

Why do you want the day of the LORD?

It is darkness, not light,

as if someone fled from a lion

and was met by a bear

or went into the house and rested a hand against the wall
and was bitten by a snake.

Is not the day of the LORD darkness, not light,

and gloom with no brightness in it?

| hate, | despise your festivals,

and | take no delight in your solemn assemblies.

Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings,
I will not accept them,

and the offerings of well-being of your fatted animals

I will not look upon.



Take away from me the noise of your songs;

| will not listen to the melody of your harps.
But let justice roll down like water

and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.

Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God!

Please rise in body or spirit to welcome the gospel.
Gospel: Matthew 25:1-13 Translation: NRSVue

The holy gospel according to St. Matthew
Glory to you, O Lord

[Jesus said to the disciples:] “Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten young
women took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish,
and five were wise. When the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them, but
the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. As the bridegroom was delayed, all of
them became drowsy and slept. But at midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the
bridegroom! Come out to meet him.” Then all those young women got up and trimmed
their lamps. The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are
going out.’ But the wise replied, ‘Nol! there will not be enough for you and for us; you
had better go to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.” And while they went to
buy it, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went with him into the
wedding banquet, and the door was shut. Later the other young women came also,
saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’But he replied, ‘Truly | tell you, | do not know you.’
Keep awake, therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.”

The gospel of our Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

The assembly is seated.

Sermon Pastor Shari Duminy



Please rise in body or spirit.

Word in Song Keep Your Lamps Trimmed and Burning ACS 949
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1 Keep your lamps trimmed and  burn - ing, keep your
2 Dark-er mid - night lies be - fore us, dark - er
3 Lo, the morn - ing soon is break - ing, lo, the
4 Keep your lamps trimmed and  burn - ing, keep your
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lamps trimmed and  burn - ing, keep your lamps
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trimmed and burmn - ing, for this work’s  al-most done.
lies be - fore us, for this work’s al-most done.
soon is break - ing, for this work’s al-most done.
trimmed and burn - ing, for this work’s  al-most done.
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Prayers of the People

Invitation to prayer:
Let us offer our prayers to God, confident that the love of Christ continues to appear
in our lives in surprising and unexpected ways.

After each petition:
O God, make speed to save us,
O Lord, make haste to help us.

Pastor’s closing prayer:
We remember before you all who have died that they may know your peace.
Bless each of us with a sure and certain hope of the resurrection, that we may know
our risen Lord, as we share eternal life with you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
Amen

Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you always.

And also with you.

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace by saying,
“Peace be with you.”

The assembly is seated.

MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

During the Offering Song, the gifts will be brought forward. You may remain seated.
If you wish you may leave your offering in the additional offering plates located on the
tables in the back of the sanctuary as you leave.



Offering Song Shall We Gather at the River (vs. 1)

ELW 423
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I Shall we gath-er at the riv-er, where bright an - gel feet have trod,
2 On the mar-gin of the riv-er, wash - ing wup its sil - ver spray,
3 Ere we reach the shin-ing riv-er, lay we ev-’ry bur-den down;
4 Soon we’ll reach the shin-ing riv-er, soon our pil-grim-age will cease;
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with its crys-tal tide for-ev - er flow-ing by the throne of God?
we  will walk and wor - ship ev - er, all the hap-py gold-en  day.

grace our spir - its will

de - liv - er, and pro-vide a

robe and crown.

soon our hap-py hearts will quiv - er with the mel-o - dy of peace.
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gath-er with the saints at the riv - er that flows by the throne of God.



Offering Prayer

We pray. Great and loving God, we give you thanks that you have given your
faithful people a love for justice and the gift of generosity. Bless these gifts and with
them reveal your righteousness as we await the coming of your peace.

Amen

Please rise in body or spirit.

Great Thanksgiving

The God of justice be with you.

And also with you.

Keep your lamps lit.

Hearts ablaze with the love of God!

Shine with God’s light!

With lives kindled, we are called to serve.

Words of Institution

Word in Meal

Send your Holy Spirit

to fill the hearts of all who share this bread and cup

with courage and wisdom to pursue love and justice in all the world.
Come, Spirit of freedom! And let the church say, Amen.

Amen



Lord’s Prayer
We pray together the prayer Jesus taught us:

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those

who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen

Invitation to the Table
Invited to a feast not of our own making,

where there is room for all.
Come to the table.

The assembly is seated.

Distribution of Communion



Communion Song Blessed Assurance ELW 638
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1 Bless-ed as-sur-ance, Je-sus is mine! Oh, what a fore-taste of glo-ry di- vine!
2 Per-fect sub-mis-sion, per-fect de-light, vi-sions of rap-ture now burst on my sight;
3 Per-fect sub-mis-sion, all is at rest; I in my Sav-ior am hap-pyand blest,
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This is my sto - ry, this is my song, prais-ing my Sav -ior all the day long:
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this is my sto - ry, this is my song, prais-ing my Sav-ior all the day long.



Communion Song Build A Longer Table
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1 Build a long - er ta - ble, not a  high-er wall,
2 Build a saf - er ref - uge, not a  larg-er jail;
3 Build a broad - er door - way, not a long-er  fence.
4 When we lived as ex - iles, ref -u - gees a - broad,
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feed - ing those who hun - ger, mak - ing room for all.
where the weak find shel - ter, mer - cy will not fail.
Love pro - tects all peo - ple, spar - ing no ex - pense.
Christ be - came our door - way to the reign of God.
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Feast - ing to - geth - er, strang-er turns to friend,
For an -y place  where jus - tice is de - nied,
When we em - brace com - pas - sion more than fear,
So must our ta - bles wel - come those who roam.
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Christ breaks walls to piec - es; false di - vi-sions end.
Christ will breach the jail wall, free -ing all in - side.
Christ tears down our  fenc - es: all are wel-come here.
None can be ex - clud - ed; all must find a home.



Communion Song Come to Be Our Hope, Lord Jesus ACS 904

b
bl - 1 I :
T — . P i !
| D] | | | e ol a
J T r T g i
Espaiiol: 1 Til, Je - sus, nues-traes - pe - ran - Za, ven y
2 Ven, y te - jeun mun - do nue - Vo ca - mi -
English: 1  Come to be our hope, O Je - sus, come to
2 Come to build your new cre - a - tion through the
N ut,
DA TT\LF N I y
o —
. — — —= ! ’
l - bra nues - tro ser. Ni - o,
nan - doen la ver - dad, pa - ra
set your peo - ple free. From op -
road of ser - vant - hood; give new
N u#

— T

na - ce_en - tre no - So - tros, ven y da - nos tu po -
que, por fin, el pue - blo vi-vaen ple - na li-ber-
your
e

T
Q]

pres - sion, come, re - lease us, grant us true lib-er -

life to ev - 'ty na - tion, chang - ing - vil in-to

) 4k —
TAAF:] | N I
b . ] | I I 1 | Vi 0 5 | I |
=3
der. Ven li - ber - ta pri - sio - ne - ros de_in - jus -
tad. Ven, Je - sus, a-breel fu - tu - ro de tu
ty. Come, re - lease from ev - ’ry pris - on those who
good. Come and o - pen our to - mor - row for your
l’ ﬂ H 1 1 1 'l
- o D il ;i | | T Y I K } K
e e .o J J ) 4
5 v M— Z J
ti - ciay a - flic - cion; ven, re - WU - ne nues - tros
rei - no dea - le - gri- a. Ven, de - rrum - baes-te  gran
suf - fer in our land. In your love we find  the
joy - ful reign so near. Take a - way all hu - man
D44
[TALF:] | I I T |
'FI o | | [ 1 | | | | il I I
@—‘—Hﬁ——}é?‘—d—i D
> c o P I
pue - blos en a - mor y.en com - pren - Sion.
mu - ro que_hoy se - pa - ra no-chey di- a.
rea - son still  to live and un - der - stand.
Sor - row, give us hope a - gainst our  fear



Please rise in body or spirit.
Prayer after Communion

We pray. Holy God,

we have received your never-ending mercy in this meal.
Now send us out,

awake to your presence,

now and forever.

Amen

SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

Blessing

May God, who creates, redeems, and sustains,

keep us fervent in faith, cheerful in hope,

brimming in justice, and overflowing in love.

And may the blessing of the Triune God + remain with us always.
Amen

Sending Song Please see next page.
Dismissal

Go out, sharing the good news of God’s justice.
Thanks be to God.



Sending Song: Soon and Very Soon ELW 439
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1 Soon and ver - y soon
2 No more cry - in’ there, wc arc goin’ to scc the Kin
3 No mote dy - in’ there, g &
4 Soon and ver -y soon
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soon and ver -y soon
no morc cry - in' there, . .
yoom ' we are  goin’ to see the King,
no more dy - in’ there,
soon and ver - y soon
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soon and ver - y soon
no more cry -in’ there, " .
L we are  goin’ to see the King.
no more dy -in’ there,
soon and ver - y soon
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Hal-le - lu - jah,  hal-le - lu - jah, we're goin’ to see the King'



Please join in supporting our church's ministries using your preferred method of giving:
Enroll in our on-line giving program, Simply Giving (recommended);

Mail your offering check to the church;

Text your offering to 610-981-1312;

Download our mobile app for recurring or one-time gifts;

Establish automatic contributions to the church using your bank's bill pay
service.

Additional information is located in the Stewardship section of the church s website at:
Ichsemmaus.org.



Portions of the liturgy taken from: Portions of the liturgy taken from: Connections
Worship Companion, Year A, Vol. 2, David Gambrell, editor, Reprinted by permission
Westminster John Knox press © 2023. The Abingdon Worship Annual: 2026, Mary Scifres
and B.J. Beu, editors, Abington Press © 2025. Feasting on the Word, Reprinted by
permission of Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting

on the word Worship Companion. Copyright 2015

Bible Translations currently used at worship in this parish: Contemporary English
Version (CEV) © 1995 by American Bible Society. New International Version (NIV) ©
1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.® Used by permission. All rights reserved
worldwide. New Revised Standard Version, Updated Edition. ©2021 National Council of
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved
worldwide.

Primary Liturgy Resources from SundaysandSeasons.com. ©2020, 2017, 2014, 2011
Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress
Liturgies Annual License #20593

Music permissions: All music reprinted and streamed with permission under Onelicense
A-701076, all rights reserved.

Come, We that Love the Lord, Text and Music Public Domain.

Keep Your Lamps Trimmed and Burning, Text and Music Public Domain.
Shall We Gather at the River, Text and Music Public Domain.

Blessed Assurance, Text and Music Public Domain.

Build A Longer Table, Text © 2018 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved.
One License #11922. Music Public Domain.

Come to Be Our Hope, Lord Jesus, Text © 1987, 1989 World Council of Churches. All
rights reserved. Music © 1989 Marcilio de Oliveiro Filho, admin. World Council of
Churches. Used by permission.

Soon and Very Soon, Text and music © 1976 Bud John Songs, Inc./Crouch Music, admin.
EMI Christian Music Publishing. CCLI #11249.
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